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DRAFT Minutes of the Town Council meeting held virtually (on line) via Zoom 
on Tuesday February 23rd, 2021 at 7.30pm 

 
A video-recording of this meeting can be seen on Bruton Town Council’s Youtube channel 
by clicking on this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_5gSFquiwAU 
  
Present:              Councillors: Anderton, Abi Baker, Karen Baker, Brownlow, Buckland, 

Crawford, Day, Fradley, Hood, Jones, Pickering, Robinson and Skinner 
In the chair:       Councillor Jones 
In Attendance:  District Councillor Lucy Trimnell 

County Councillor Anna Groskop 
The Assistant Town Clerk 
The Community Development Officer 
1 member of the public 

 
20/160 Welcome and Apologies for absence 

The Chairman welcomed Councillor Fradley to the Council and all those 
present to the meeting.   No Councillors were absent 

 

20/161 Minutes of previous meetings 
It was RESOLVED 13-0-0 [For-against-abstain] that the minutes of 
the Full Council meeting of 26th January 2021 be adopted as a 
true and accurate record. 
 

20/162 Public question time 
There were no questions or comments from members of the public at this point. 

 

20/163 Declarations of Interests 
Individual Councillors declared an interest as follows: 
Councillor Buckland in item 20/174 in respect of payments to his employer. 
Councillor Anderton in item 20/174 in respect of reimbursements for computer 
equipment and service payments made by him on behalf of the Council. 
Councillors Abi and Karen Baker in item 20/169a by virtue of a close family 
relationship with someone exercising a managerial or controlling interest in 
Bruton Football Club. 
Councillor Day in item 20/176 by virtue of a family relationship with someone 
bidding for a Council contract. 

 

20/164 Reports from District Councillor Lucy Trimnell and 
County Councillor Anna Groskop. 
 

Councillor Trimnell reported that  

• the deployment of c.150 staff members of South Somerset District Council 
(SSDC) in support of the Covid-19 vaccine roll-out programme had 
inevitably affected some Council services but the Business Support 
programme was going well.  

• Area East Committee meetings should resume in March. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_5gSFquiwAU
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• the Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue Service are offering free home 
safety visits to households which are at higher risk because of youth, age or 
other forms of personal vulnerability, or which occupy thatched properties. 

• the SSDC website has a wealth of information about Covid-19 support 
including grants for those who are required to self-isolate.  

 

Councillor Groskop reported that: 

• Covid-19 fatalities in Somerset have declined dramatically. 

• the Government has agreed to the One Somerset local government proposals 
promoted by Somerset County Council (SCC) being put out for consultation. 

• there is an urgent need for volunteers under the age of 70 to support projects 
like Bruton Library because many older volunteers have to shield themselves. 
 

20/165 Abbey Fishponds 
Councillors saw no need to apply for a Certificate of Lawfulness given SSDC advice 
that the proposed footpath is unlikely to require planning consent, 
It was RESOLVED 13-0-0 that the Fishponds Working Group be 
authorised to press ahead with the creation of the footpath. 
 

20/166 Churchyard Memorial 
The Memorial in St Mary’s churchyard has been fenced off in the interests 
of public safety.   The Council will obtain advice on its heritage value from 
the church architect before any decisions about its future are taken. 
 

20/167 SSDC Bin stickers 
It was RESOLVED 13-0-0 to agree to SSDC’s request to affix 
stickers promoting recycling to bins owned by the Town 
Council, subject to the Community Development Officer (CDO) 
deeming them in keeping with Bruton’s townscape. 
 

20/168 Bruton for Bruton Community Interest Company (CIC) 
Councillors discussed a report on the progress of the CIC project.  
It was RESOLVED 13-0-0 that for a period of up to six months the 
CDO and Town Clerk be authorised to spend up to 4 hours and 1 
hour per week (respectively) supporting the CIC in accordance 
with the CIC’s Memorandum of Understanding, so long as this 
work is compatible with their role as Council officers and not 
unduly burdensome, and further that the CIC be authorised to 
use the Council office as its registered address.  
 

20/169 Jubilee Park Development Working Group 
a) Bruton United Football Club 

Councillors discussed the club’s request to site a storage container for 
club equipment at Jubilee Park. 

It was RESOLVED 13-0-0 that the Council apply to the SSDC 
Planning Department for pre-application advice on this proposal. 

b) Development programme 

Councillors discussed matters relating to the Jubilee Park development 
programme including delays and complications associated with the lease. 

It was RESOLVED 13-0-0 to seek quotations from specialist 
consultants for the Jubilee Park development project 
masterplan, and to bring the brief back to the Council. 
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c) Tree planting 
It was RESOLVED 13-0-0 to investigate the idea of planting  
additional trees in the lower Dovecote field, adjacent to the 
skate ramp. 

d) Happy to Chat benches 

Councillors discussed the health benefits of public benches where users 
and passers-by are encouraged to chat with one another. 
It was RESOLVED 13-0-0 to support the affixing of Happy to 
Chat stickers to some of the benches in the Park. 

 

20/170 Minutes and recommendations of Committees 
a) Finance Committee – The Council noted the draft minutes of the 

Committee meeting of 19th January, 2021. 

b) Planning Committee – The Council noted the draft minutes of the 
Committee meeting of 3rd February, 2021. 

c) Transport Committee:  

i. The Council noted the draft minutes of the Committee meeting of 9th 
February 2021 

ii. Councillors expressed their satisfaction with the repairs to the 
footbridge at Berkeley Gardens and agreed that it would be appropriate 
for the Finance and Resources Committee to consider the next steps. 

d) Community Engagement Committee: 

i. The Council noted the draft minutes of the Committee meeting of 16th 
February 2021. 

ii. Councillors agreed to defer consideration of the following matters to the 
next meeting of the Full Council: 

➢ consideration of a Community Connectors action plan 

➢ the use of custom branded Bruton Town Council signage  

➢ improvements to the Council website in order to comply more fully with 
accessibility legislation 

➢ the adoption of policy documents covering website privacy, social media 
and personal data 

iii. There was a consensus among Councillors in favour of archiving YouTube 
video-recordings of Council and Committee meetings for an indefinite period. 

 

20/171 Reports 
a) Market Towns Investment Group (MTIG) 

MTIG grants were being sought for the development of the Station 
Road car park, and would be considered for the Fishponds footpath. 

b) Town Councillors 

It was reported that 

➢ a tree by the Primary School (playground) might be dangerous 
and should be investigated. 

➢ The Council allotments have all been let and paid for. 
 
At this juncture Councillors Anderton and Buckland left the meeting temporarily. 
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20/172 Accounts for Payment 
It was RESOLVED 11-0-0 that the schedule of payments be agreed. 

 

At this juncture Councillors Anderton and Buckland returned to the meeting. 
 

20/173 Annual meetings 

a) Annual Town meeting 
It was RESOLVED 13-0-0 that the Annual Town meeting be 
held on 20th April 2021, at 7.30pm 

b) Annual meeting of the Town Council 
It was RESOLVED 13-0-0 that the Annual meeting of the 
Town Council be held on 4th May 2021, at 7.30pm 

The Council moved into closed session to consider the remaining items which relate to 
employment and contract matters and include details which need to be kept confidential 
in the public interest. 
 

20/174 Town Clerk recruitment 
Councillors noted the recommendations of the recruitment panel. 
It was RESOLVED 13-0-0 to offer the position to the 
recommended candidate on a salary at Point 35 on the Local 
Government pay scale, rising to Point 36 after completion of a 
year’s service. 
 
 

20/175 Station Road car park scheme 
It was RESOLVED 13-0-0 that Crestmoor Construction be awarded the 
design element of the contract and preferred bidder status for the car 
park refurbishment design and construction contract, that the Finance 
and Resources Committee be tasked with producing design criteria and 
an overall budget for the scheme and with obtaining a quotation for a 
professional consultant’s services, and that the Town Clerk be authorised 
to arrange for the urgent completion of preliminary survey and 
vegetation works. 
 

 

20/176 Engine Shed 
It was RESOLVED 12-0-0 that the contract be awarded to Rob Baker 
and funded by £2k. from the Council’s Project reserve, with the 
balance to be met from grants received by Bruton Food Drop, care of 
Bruton Festival of Arts  

 
The meeting ended at 10.05 pm 

 

 
Members of Council considered the following matters in the exercise of their functions: 
Equal opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any 
disability), Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. 


