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DRAFT Minutes of the Town Council meeting held virtually (on line) via Zoom 
on Tuesday March 30th 2021 at 7.30pm 

 
A video-recording of this meeting can be seen on Bruton Town Council’s Youtube channel 
by clicking on this link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fnhIvi-iAbA 
 
Present:              Councillors: Anderton, Abi Baker [from item 20/189], Karen Baker, 

Brownlow, Crawford, Day, Fradley, Hood, Jones, Pickering, Robinson 
and Skinner 

In the chair:       Councillor Jones 
In Attendance:  District Councillor Lucy Trimnell 

County Councillor Anna Groskop 
The Community Development Officer 
The Assistant Town Clerk 
4 members of the public 

 
20/177 Welcome and Apologies for absence 

The Chairman welcomed Councillors and others to the meeting.   Apologies 
had been received from Councillor Buckland for being unavoidably absent 
and from Councillor Abi Baker for being unable to be present for the first part 
of the meeting. 

 

20/178 Minutes of previous meetings 
It was RESOLVED 11-0-0 [For-against-abstain] that the minutes of 
the Full Council meeting of 23rd February 2021 be adopted as a 
true and accurate record. 
 

20/179 Public question time 
There were no questions or comments from members of the public at this point. 

 

20/180 Declarations of Interests 
Councillor Robinson declared an interest in item 20/193 in respect of a 
payment to the Somerset Association of Local Councils (SALC) of which he is 
the County Executive Officer. Councillor Hood declared an interest in item 
20/185 as a Director of Bruton for Bruton Community Interest Company. 

 

20/181 Reports from the District and County Councillors 
Councillor Groskop directed Councillors to her written report. 
 

Councillor Trimnell reported that  

• The new recycling and waste collection regime is due to start in June, 
with more recyclable items including plastic food containers collected 
weekly and waste for landfill collected every three weeks. 

• Disabled parking bays are often occupied by cars with no Blue Badge, 
causing great difficulties for the disabled.  Able-bodied car users are 
asked to be more considerate. 

• The Somerset branch of the Council for the Preservation of Rural 
England is promoting litter picks to help tidy up the countryside. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fnhIvi-iAbA
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20/182 Jubilee Park Development Programme 
[Clerk’s note: This item was moved higher up the agenda for the convenience of 
members of the public in attendance] 

Members of the Jubilee Park Working Group (JPWG) who have been 
working on the proposed skate-park reported on progress to date: 

• Skateparks have been shown to be of great community benefit, 
promoting physical and mental health and providing social and 
recreational opportunities, especially in young people who are less 
well served than many of their elders. 

• Skateparks cater for all ages and abilities and both sexes, fostering a 
spirit of mutual help and interdependence and helping to build 
confidence. 

• Skateparks are largely self-policing, with the older, bolder and more 
competent practitioners looking out for and encouraging the less 
advanced. 

• Pilton skateboard park (in Pylle Road) is an excellent example of the 
kind of atmosphere or ‘buzz’ that such a facility can generate. 

• Many girls have taken up skateboarding - Britain’s best Olympic hope is 
a girl, just twelve years old - and skateboarders from other local 
skateparks could play a key part in encouraging interest in the town.   

Councillors were very pleased at the progress made, noting that there is 
longstanding local support for a Bruton skatepark.  Related matters including 
design, tendering, fund raising and management were discussed. 
It was RESOLVED 11-0-0 that  
➢ the Council reiterate its support for the project 
➢ Councillors Crawford, Hood, Pickering and Robinson liaise 

with JPWG members in working out how to proceed 
➢ The Finance and Resources Committee be delegated authority 

to liaise with interested contractors should that be considered 
appropriate.  

At this juncture the two JPWG members were thanked by the Council for an excellent 
presentation and their highly promising work, and left the meeting. 

 

20/183 Abbey Fishponds 
It was noted that work on the proposed all-weather footpath up the hill from 
Abbey Fishponds must be started by this summer to comply with the consent 
granted by Historic England.   SSDC has been asked for a grant which, 
together with the funds already raised, would be sufficient for the quoted 
cost.  There was also some discussion of proposals to improve biodiversity 
and of ways of avoiding possible damage by farm vehicles. 
It was RESOLVED 11-0-0 that the preferred contractor be 
appointed to undertake the work and that an agreed budget for the 
project be tabled at the April meeting of the Council. 
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20/184 Station Road car park 
It was reported that: 

• The appointed contractor had completed the topographical survey 
and was preparing designs for the Council meeting in May.  

• c.£65k. would be available from a Market Towns Investment Group 
(MTIG) grant and Council Funds. 

• The indicative design options so far considered by the Council would 
cost c.£7ok.-£126k.  Councillors favour a design at the higher end of this 
range which would entail borrowing, and this would require evidence of 
community support demonstrated via a community consultation. 

• Interest payments would be covered by current budget allocations 
and would have no immediate impact on the precept. 

There followed a short discussion about capital and maintenance costs.   Since 
the main requirement is a decent, durable and weather-resistant surface it was 
suggested that some of the more costly above-ground features might be 
dispensed with, especially since the Council could be required to restore the 
site to its current condition in 2034 since the landlord has the right to 
terminate the lease at that time.   It was suggested that design and cost details 
could be considered later and it was noted that some of the funding grants 
require the project to be completed by the end of March 2022. 
It was RESOLVED 11-0-0 that the Council undertake an online 
public consultation so as to ascertain the level of public support for 
the taking out a loan to part-fund the construction of the Station 
Road car park. 
 

20/185 Retrofit Project 
The Council expressed its delight at the award by Somerset County Council (SCC) 
of £75k. from its Climate Emergency Community Fund. It was agreed that until 
there is an indication of when the grant will be paid it is not sensible to embark 
on the recruitment process for the 1.5 (full time equivalent) posts required to 
deliver the project.   Terms of reference and a break-even budget (conditional on 
the granting by SSDC of £4k. in match funding) have been prepared.  Councillors 
Jones and Robinson expressed gratitude on behalf of the Town Council to  
County Councillor Groskop for her support, and Councillor Robinson agreed to 
replace Councillor Skinner on the Working group. 
It was RESOLVED 10-0-1 to agree the terms of reference for the 
Bruton-Cary Retrofit Working Group subject to revision of the 
Group’s membership.  
 

20/186 County Fields footpath 
Greater recognition of the health and environmental benefits of walking and 
cycling has given a new lease of life to the idea of creating a footpath linking the 
Frome Road near the new Enterprise Centre and Burrowfield with Townsend 
Close and the town centre.   There have been discussions with stakeholders 
including SCC (who own County Fields) and local householders but it was 
agreed that before canvassing public support it would be prudent to make sure 
that the project is feasible.   An experienced civil engineer is willing to complete 
an existing topographical survey and deliver a detailed feasibility study which 
would include an investigation into Burrowfield Steps to see if they could be 
modified so as to enable the passage of pushchairs and wheelchairs.   The 
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feasibility study would cost £2,950 which would come out of the Council’s 
walking and cycling budget, and the existence of such a study would help to 
attract outside funding if the project were to go ahead. 
It was RESOLVED 11-0-1 to appoint GWD Consulting Engineers to 
undertake a feasibility study of the County Fields footpath at a cost 
of £2,950.  
 

20/187 Agreement with Somerset County Council 
It was RESOLVED 11-0-0 that Councillors Robinson and Hood 
and The Proper Officer be authorised to sign and witness an 
Agreement with Somerset County Council governing the 
deployment and management of a speed indicator device. 
 

20/188 Bruton for Bruton Community Interest Company (CIC) 
The CIC has been incorporated with Councillor Hood as one of the three 
Directors.   Another two members of the public are likely to become 
Directors in which event it would be good to have another Councillor on 
the Board, ideally a female Councillor as only one of the other actual or 
prospective Board members is female. 
 

20/189 Local Government Reorganisation 
Councillor Jones will attend SALC-organised briefings by teams from One 
Somerset and Stronger Somerset, the two rival bidders for unitary 
authorities to replace the existing County and District Councils.    
 

At this juncture Councillor Abi Baker joined the meeting. 
 

Councillors were encouraged to respond individually to the Ministry of 
Housing, Communities and Local Government consultation but did not 
consider it appropriate for the Council itself to express a preference.  
It was RESOLVED 11-0-1 that the Council would not express a 
preference for any particular unitary authority structure but 
work constructively with whichever body is established. 
 

20/190 Minutes and recommendations of Committees 
a) Services and Amenities Committee  

It was suggested that the site of the Eastfield play area should not be 
disposed of as previously decided but instead retained for community use, 
and Councillors went on to discuss the practicability of possible uses.    

It was RESOLVED 11-0-1 that the Amenities and Services 
Committee be tasked with exploring how the Eastfield play 
area could best be used for the benefit of the community.  

It was agreed that maintenance arrangements for the Durslade allotments 
should be discussed with the Clerk. 
 

b) Planning Committee – The draft minutes of the Committee meeting 
of 23rd March had not yet been tabled. 
 

c) Community Engagement Committee: 

i. Councillors noted the Community Development Officer’s work on 
developing greater resilience within the community including the 
preparation of a Community Connectors action plan.  

It was RESOLVED 12-0-0 to authorise the drafting of an action 
plan to include governance and budgetary proposals. 
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ii. Councillors agreed to defer consideration of the following matters to the 
next meeting of the Full Council: 

➢ the use of custom branded Bruton Town Council signage  

➢ improvements to the Council website in order to comply more fully with 
accessibility legislation 

➢ the adoption of policy documents covering website privacy, social media 
and personal data 

20/191 Accounting Software 
The Clerk described the cost effectiveness and other advantages of Scribe 
Cloud-based accounting software and recommended its adoption. 
It was RESOLVED 12-0-0 to adopt Scribe accounting software. 

 
20/192 Reports 

a) Members representing outside groups 

Market Towns Investment Group (MTIG) 

A Councillor had taken part in a most helpful forum organised by SSDC and 
Mendip District Council and had taken advantage of the opportunity to praise 
the work of MTIG and thank SSDC for its generous financial support. 

b) Town Councillors 

Councillors agreed to investigate the possibility of applying to the 
Community Renewal Fund administered by SCC for grant funding. 

 

At this juncture Councillor Robinson left the meeting temporarily. 
 

20/193 Accounts for Payment 
It was RESOLVED 11-0-0 that the schedule of payments be agreed. 

 

At this juncture Councillors Robinson returned to the meeting and a member of the public 
left the meeting. 
 

20/194 Confidential business 

It was RESOLVED 12-0-0 that the Council move into closed session 
to consider the final agenda item which related to employment 
and contract matters, some of which might need to be kept 
confidential in the public interest. 

 
20/195 Town Clerk recruitment 

It was RESOLVED 12-0-0 to approve the Contract of Employment 
as Town Clerk offered to Zöe Godden.  

 
The meeting ended at 9.35 pm 

 

 
Members of Council considered the following matters in the exercise of their functions: 
Equal opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any 
disability), Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. 
 

 


