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Notes of an informal consultative meeting of the Planning Committee held 
virtually (online) via Zoom on 3rd August 2021 at 7.30pm 

 

A video-recording of this meeting has been posted on Bruton Town Council’s Youtube channel and 
can be seen via this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUUrTMZTi0s&t=3313s 
 

Present:               Councillors Abi Baker (from item 4), Karen Baker, Fradley, Jones, Robinson & Skinner 

In the Chair:      Councillor Skinner (apart from items 3 and 4i) 

In attendance:  The Assistant Clerk 

          9 members of the public 

 
 

1. Chairman’s welcome 

The Chairman thanked members for attending the informal meeting which was held via 

Zoom and live-streamed via YouTube so as to reconcile the Council’s transparency 

obligations with Government advice on social distancing.  Members would discuss Agenda 

items and advise Council officers who would make decisions under delegated authority in 

accordance with the Business Continuity Motion 19/71 of 21st March 2020. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 

Councillor Skinner declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 4i. 

 

Councillor Skinner left the meeting temporarily (by being moved to the Zoom ‘waiting room’) and 

in his absence Councillor Jones took the Chair. 

 
 

3. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies had been received from Councillor Brownlow. 

 

Councillor Abi Baker joined the meeting 
 

 

4. New planning applications 

Committee members discussed the following applications and Council officers will take their 

views into account before making recommendations to the Local Planning Authority on 

behalf of the Council under delegated authority. 

 
i. 21/01342/LBC Redlynch Park, 5 Redlynch House, Redlynch Road, Pitcombe, 

Bruton BA10 0NH Refurbishment of the 1st and 2nd floors to reinstate the original 
footprint of the spacious rooms (echoing the ground floor apartment) to include removal of 
boxed in pipe work, removal of 2 stud walls, removal of new fireplaces and new doorways - 
RETROSPECTIVE. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUUrTMZTi0s&t=3313s
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Members of the public expressed a number of objections to the way in which these 
proposals were being executed: 

• The refurbishment seems far more extensive and protracted than what was originally 
proposed 

• The scant consultation with the management company and occupants of 
neighbouring flats is particularly unfortunate in a property with multiple owners. 

• Carrying out extensive work in a Listed building without Listed building consent sets 
a very bad example.   There is no reason to doubt the applicants’ commitment to 
excellence but ignoring proper procedure damages the standing and integrity of the 
Planning system. 

• It may be inevitable that with such a large-scale project the peace and quiet of the 
neighbouring flats is disturbed by the noise and vibration of building works, but these 
often seem to last far longer than is reasonable with little apparent concern for the 
feelings of neighbours. 

 

The applicants and supporters of the application made a number of points in favour of the 
proposals: 

• The main purpose of the proposals is to undo the damage done to the fabric by an 
unsympathetic and poor-quality conversion in the 1980s and restore this part of the 
Listed building to its former glory. 

• The applicants have employed local specialists and craftsmen whose commitment 
and expertise guarantees that the end product will be to the benefit of the whole of 
the Listed building and all its occupants. 

• The applicants have taken the trouble to apply for Listed building consent in a 
transparent manner and in accordance with the law.  This has not always been the 
case with some of the other building projects carried out in the Listed building in 
recent years. 

 
Members of the Planning Committee made a number of points: 

• The information provided in the Design and Access statement accompanying the 
application is insufficiently detailed to give the reader much idea of what exactly is 
being done, and how, and this has made it difficult to evaluate the proposals. 

• Members who were able to visit the site were impressed with what looks to be high 
quality building work. 

• The Committee felt it would be difficult to assess the quality of the proposed 
alterations to a Listed building without obtaining expert advice from the South 
Somerset District Council [SSDC]’s Conservation Officer, but though they had sought 
such advice they had not succeeded in obtaining it. 

 

Members voted 5-0-0 [For-against-abstain] to defer making a recommendation 
about this application until they had obtained advice fr0m the SSDC 
Conservation Officer. 

 

At this point 7 members of the public left the meeting. 
Councillor Skinner returned to the meeting and resumed the Chair. 

 

ii. 21/01741/S73A 75 High Street, Bruton BA10 0AL   (To consider amended plans in respect of 
an application previously considered at an informal meeting of the Planning Committee on 30th 
June 2021) Demolition of rear single storey extension with flat roof and erection of a new 2 storey 
extension and single storey lean-to to the rear with internal alterations and creation of annexe and 
studio above the existing garage (Application to vary condition 2 (approved plans) of planning 
approval 19/00412/HOU to change windows to house to double glazed with aluminium frames. 
Alterations to studio material elevations and internal layout to accommodate changes in technical 
design). 
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Councillor Skinner noted that some members of the public wished to express objections to 
aspects of the overall proposals although these did not necessarily relate to the amended plans 
being considered at this meeting. 
 
Members of the public expressed a number of objections to the proposals: 

• Increasing the footprint of the proposed garage and studio would necessitate the removal 
of a large, mature Scots Pine tree which should not be done without an assessment of its 
impact on the ecology and biodiversity of the Conservation Area. 

• The new garage and studio are big enough to be turned into a separate dwelling in the 
future rather than remaining ancillary to the main dwelling. 

• The new building would impinge on the privacy of neighbouring properties. 

• It is difficult to assess the height and impact of the proposed building from the successive 
sets of plans. 

• The proposed aluminium-framed windows are inappropriate in a Conservation Area. 
 

Committee members noted that Committee members had recommended approval of the original 
application after visiting the site in 2019, and had recommended approval of the S73A application 
on 30th June 2021, but because of the succession of amended proposals and plans it was 
increasingly difficult to keep track of the details of what is now proposed. 
 
Members voted 6-0-0 to defer making a recommendation about this application 
until a site meeting could be held. 
 

At this point 2 members of the public left the meeting. 
 

iii. 21/02233/HOU  Egtonbridge Cottage Mill Dam Bruton Somerset BA10 0AU  To 
remove existing roof to enable extension to take place. replacing mono pitch roof with double 
pitch roof construction. 
 

Members voted 6-0-0 to recommend approval of this application while observing 
that in the Conservation Area the installation of timber-framed, triple-glazed 
windows would be more appropriate than the proposed upvc windows, probably 
equally energy-efficient and not much more expensive.  

 
5. Previous planning applications – update 
 

i. 21/01841/HOU  14 Burrowfield, Bruton, Somerset BA10 0HR The erection of a single 
storey rear extension and the formation of 1 no. off street parking bay in front of the property.  
Permitted 

ii. 21/01557/HOU  14 Townsend Park, Bruton BA10 0JU Garage conversion and infill 
extension. Permitted 

iii. 21/01835/TPO  2 Batts Field, Darkey Lane, Bruton BA10 0DX Application to fell 1 No. 
Sycamore and carry out works to 2 No. Trees as shown with the South Somerset District Council 
(BRUT 1) 1985 Tree Preservation Order. Permitted  

iv. 21/01858/HOU Mobby House, Wyke Road, Wyke Champflower, BA10 0PZ   
Demolition of small porch and replacement with larger porch and small extension. Permitted 

 
Patrick Pender-Cudlip 
Assistant Clerk 


