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DRAFT Notes of an informal consultative meeting of the Transport 
Committee held virtually (online) on 14th September 2021 at 7.30pm 

 

 

A video-recording of this meeting has been posted on Bruton Town Council’s Youtube channel 
and can be seen via this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3PWbuR0fbI8 
 

Present: Councillors Anderton, Karen Baker, Brownlow, Hood, Pickering, Robinson 

and (from Item 5iii) Jones. 

In the Chair:      Councillor Hood 

In Attendance:  Patrick Pender-Cudlip, Assistant Town Clerk 

One member of the public 
 

1. Chairman’s Welcome 

The Chairman thanked Councillors and members for attending the informal meeting, 

held via Zoom and live-streamed via YouTube so as to reconcile the Council’s 

transparency obligations with Government advice on social distancing.  Members 

would discuss Agenda items and where appropriate make recommendations to Council 

officers who would make decisions under delegated authority in accordance with the 

Business Continuity Motion 19/71 of 21st March 2020. 
 

2. Apologies 

All Members were able to attend the meeting. 
 

3. Declarations of interest 

No Members had interests to declare in respect of agenda items. 
 

4. Previous meetings 

Members agreed 6-0-0 [For-against-abstain] that they considered the notes of 
the informal meeting of 13th July to be accurate.  
 

5. Matters raised by residents 
i. Street lighting on Silver Street. 

• Members accepted that there was a short stretch of pavement on the 
north side of Plox where a change in levels created a trip hazard, even in 
broad daylight. 

• It is particularly dangerous after dark because it is wholly unlit, and the 
illuminated areas nearby make the darkness virtually impenetrable. 

• There have been several falls there, at least one of which had serious 
consequences. 

• It was suggested that the installation of a light over the porch of a private 
property in the vicinity might be sufficient to illuminate the black spot. 

• Members of the committee decided to visit the location both in the 
daytime and after dark to check that the problem had been correctly 
understood before taking matters further.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3PWbuR0fbI8
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ii. Street lighting on Plox. 
• Members agreed that although not all of the street lights on Plox by the 

junction with Godminster Lane have been switched on the illumination is 
already excessive, and a nuisance to the occupants of nearby properties. 

• It was pointed out that the Highways Department of Somerset County 
Council (Highways) is obliged to shade street lights which would 
otherwise shine directly through the windows of nearby properties. 

• It was noted that after dark the brilliant illumination made it more difficult 
for drivers to notice the sharp ramp across the carriageway at Plox. 

Members agreed 6-0-0 that a letter should be sent to Highways asking 
that the levels and spread of the street lighting at Plox be adjusted so 
as to reduce the nuisance of light pollution and improve road safety. 
 

Councillor Jones joined the meeting while the following item was being discussed. 
 

iii. Parking on Quaperlake Street and its impact on road safety.  
• Members noted that more vehicles were parking on Quaperlake Street, 

especially near the Unionist Club, and that this made it harder for residents 
to see whether the road was clear when driving out of their properties. 

• It was agreed that this should be investigated during the next annual 
walkaround survey. 

• Members discussed a number of possible reasons for the increase in on-
street parking in Quaperlake Street. 

• It was noted that an unintended beneficial consequence of on-street parking 
in such locations is to force passing traffic to slow down, so it is not 
necessarily an unmitigated evil. 

• It was noted that there are often many empty parking spaces in a nearby 
private car park. 

It was agreed that the owners of the private car park be contacted and 
Councillors Hood and Brownlow discuss with them whether its use 
could be extended.  Councillor Hood would contact the residents who 
had been in touch with the Council about this matter and explain the 
views of Committee members. 

iv. Brambles in Warren Close. 
Members were delighted that one or more members of the public had very 
kindly cleared the brambles in Warren Close on their own initiative. 
 

v. Dangerous parking on Frome Road by Burrowfield junction. 
• It was noted that vehicles parked on the Frome Road near the junction 

with Burrowfield endanger road users and may be breaking the law. 
• Members of the public are encouraged to contact the Police about 

dangerous parking (including parking within 10 metres of a road junction) 
via https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/forms/gef or by ringing 101. 

• Bruton’s Police Community Support Officer had been asked to investigate. 

• Members of the public are encouraged to contact Somerset County 
Council (SCC) Parking Enforcement (by ringing 01823 219035 or 
emailing somersetparkingenquiries@nsl.co.uk) for contraventions of 
parking restrictions such as parking on double yellow lines. 

• If SCC fail to respond to complaints, members of the public can ask their 
elected representative, County Councillor Anna Groskop, for help. 

https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/forms/gef
mailto:somersetparkingenquiries@nsl.co.uk
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6. Library Junction – Councillors and an interested member of the public who was 

attending the meeting discussed the consultation proposals put forward by Highways.  
 

Among the points made about the Highways proposals were the following: 
• The Town Council’s original proposals prioritised the needs of pedestrians over 

motorised traffic in accordance with the frequently expressed wishes of Bruton 
residents as set out in the Town Plan. 

• Highways have changed many of the key elements of the Town Council proposals and 
apparently downgraded the interests of pedestrians without explaining why; members 
have difficulty understanding the rationale behind the Highways’ proposals. 

• The proposed pavements are dangerously narrow, especially for parents escorting 
small children. 

• The proposals leave the carriageway of the High Street at the approach to the 
junction undifferentiated (by colour, texture or level) from the rest of the 
carriageway, and this makes pedestrians more vulnerable.  

• If the carriageway of the High Street next to the junction is wide, with no central 
reservation, drivers heading for Quaperlake Street are more likely to cross the 
junction at speed, thereby endangering pedestrians, other vehicles and themselves. 

• If the pavement on the north side of the High Street approach to the junction were 
widened it would force drivers heading for Quaperlake Street to negotiate what 
would become in effect a chicane, thereby slowing them down and enhancing 
pedestrian safety. 

• Making the carriageway of the High Street approach to the junction a single lane is 
the surest way to slow down traffic approaching the junction, thereby enhancing 
pedestrian safety. 

• Removing the HALT requirement on the Coombe Street approach to the junction 
carries no obvious advantage and might encourage drivers to proceed less cautiously. 

• The proposed signage is inappropriately large in a 20mph zone, unduly intrusive 
and garish, and not in keeping with the historic street scene including the adjacent 
and sensitively restored No 1 High Street. 

• Conversely the existing signage on the Library wall is in keeping with the street 
scene and should be retained. 

Members agreed 7-0-0 that they would continue to seek a meeting with 
Highways representatives, as proposed by Highways, in the hope of 
gaining a better understanding of the Highways proposals, and through 
discussion and compromise arriving at a design which would most 
effectively reconcile the interests of pedestrians and motorists. 
 

7. Roadworks 
Members discussed the disruption, inconvenience and loss of trade caused by the 
plethora of recent roadworks in Bruton, many of them associated with the installation 
of fibre-optic cables.    

• Members expressed their appreciation of the thoughtful, considerate and 
courteous behaviour and manner of the workers installing the cable network. 

• There was considerable criticism of the scheduling as much of the work had 
coincided with the holiday season when Bruton is at its busiest and traders had 
been hoping to make up some of the ground lost during the pandemic lockdowns. 
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• It was noted that public utilities (including fibre-optic installers) did not require 
Highways’ consent to carry out work on public highways, but members felt that 
the provision of diversion signage by Highways had been less than satisfactory. 

• Members agreed that the list of impending roadworks should be updated and that a 
letter be sent to Highways describing the serious impact of this year’s programme of 
roadworks and suggesting how this might be mitigated in the future. 

  
8. HGVs – Members agreed to remind Highways that the weight restriction exemption 

scheme is defunct and that the only heavy vehicles (over 7.5t.) permitted to travel 
through the town centre were those which had business within the vicinity and had no 
other viable route. 
 

9. Mill Lane – Members discussed the mounting and wording of a replacement sign to 
be installed by Highways. 
Members agreed 7-0-0 that the replacement sign should be mounted on the wall, 

not on posts. 

Members agreed 4-3-0 that the wording on the replacement sign should be MILL 

LANE leading to LOWER BACKWAY, no through road, or something similar. 

 

10. Transport priorities – after some discussion members agreed the following order of 
priority for projects in the coming year: 

i. Safer pedestrian access to Bruton Primary School 
ii. A footpath across County Fields 

iii. A joint Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan drawn up in conjunction 
with Castle Cary and Wincanton Town Councils and incorporating other safer 
walking routes into town where feasible. 

iv. The High Street, including road safety and parking, as previously set out in the 
Town Plan. 
 

11. For information: 
i. Road crossing at Hauser and Wirth – There has been a meeting with 

Highways to discuss pedestrian safety at the crossing on Dropping Lane, outside 
Hauser and Wirth.  Highways has agreed to install warning signs and trim back 
the vegetation, and to consider bollards and additional road markings. 

ii. Car park on Higher Backway – Members sympathised with parents who have 
difficulty dropping children at school and picking them up when the car park is full 
but a public car park is by definition available to all members of the public.  It was 
agreed that the District Council would be well advised to remark the parking bays. 

iii. Cuckoo Hill hedgerow and road safety – There have been discussions 
between residents, the developer and County Highways as to how highway 
safety and interests of both motorists and residents can best be secured. 

iv. Culvert clearing and the Climate Emergency – It appears that Highways 
has not yet developed plans to mitigate the increased flooding risk associated 
with climate change. 

v. Bus service consultation – In its response to the consultation the Council 
observed that settlements on the routes to Wincanton and Street are well 
served unlike those on the way to Yeovil and Shepton Mallet, and that there is 
no service to Frome, resulting in more use of private cars than would 
otherwise be necessary. 
 

12. Next meeting – November 9th, 2021 


