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Notes of an informal consultative meeting of the Planning Committee held 
virtually (online) via Zoom on 23rd November 2021 at 7.30pm 

 

A video-recording of this meeting has been posted on Bruton Town Council’s Youtube channel and 
can be seen via this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=83FwFeMy9r4 
 
  
 

Present:               Councillors Brownlow, Fradley, Jones and Robinson 

In the Chair:      Councillor Fradley 

In attendance:  The Assistant Clerk 

2 members of the public 
 

 

 

1. Declarations of Interest 

Councillor Robinson declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Item 3ii as he is a 

close personal friend of the Manager of the business occupying the premises. 
 

2. Apologies for Absence 

No apologies had been received.  
 

 

3. New planning applications 

Committee members discussed the following applications and Council officers will take their 

views into account before making recommendations to the Local Planning Authority (LPA) 

on behalf of the Council under delegated authority. 

 

i. 21/02692/S73A Land off Cuckoo Hill, Bruton, Somerset   Application to vary 

condition 2 (approved plans) of planning approval 15/03274/FUL Development of 68 homes 

and associated car parking, public open space and infrastructure. To update the list of 

drawings relating to masterplan and house types.   

Members noted that the burden of this application was to substitute four two-bedroomed 

houses in place of four of the two-bedroomed flats in the original proposals, in response to 

public demand and with the support of the housing association concerned.   This change was 

welcomed but members expressed disappointment that the developer had not made use of 

the opportunity to make good the shortfall in the provision of affordable housing in the 

Cuckoo Hill development as originally proposed. 

Members agreed 3-0-1 [for-against-abstain] that they had no objection to this 

application. 

 

At this point Councillor Robinson left the meeting, temporarily. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=83FwFeMy9r4
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ii. 21/03227/COU 8 Patwell Street Bruton BA10 0EQ Change of use from the permitted 

mixed-use residential / retail use (LPA Ref: 05/01443/COU) to a self-contained ground floor 

commercial use (Class E) (retrospective) 

Members heard from a number of those present, including the applicant, that for many 

years these ground floor premises have been used for a succession of business and 

commercial enterprises including picture framing, soft furnishings, a fish and chips shop, a 

veterinary surgery, and a church office.   The premises were said to be on the small side for 

shared residential and retail use and a return to purely commercial use was considered 

appropriate. 

Members AGREED 3-0-0 to recommend APPROVAL of this application. 

 

At this point Councillor Robinson returned to the meeting. 

 

iii. 21/03261/HOU & 21/03262/LBC Prospect House, Providence Place, Bruton  

Demolition of existing outbuildings, reordering and extension of existing house. 

Members regarded the proposed changes as generally beneficial to the residential amenity 

of the Listed building and they did not feel that its historic character was unduly 

compromised.   They also welcomed an assurance that the applicant “is minded to use 

renewable energy to improve the energy efficiency” of the property though they would have 

preferred actual details to a statement of general aspiration. 

Members AGREED 4-0-0 to recommend APPROVAL of this application. 

 

iv. 21/03100/FUL Land at Grove Alley, Bruton, Somerset Change of use from a store 

building, used as an ancillary to 14 Patwell Street, to a health and wellness studio: to include 2 no. 

treatment rooms, studio space, café and e-bike rental. Refurbishment and alterations to building 

including single storey extension, additional doors, windows and rooflights and new roofing 

material (standing seam zinc).  

Members expressed their support for the development of small-scale businesses serving the 

public in the town centre so long as the residential amenity of neighbouring properties is not 

unduly compromised by the noise and footfall associated with a cafe, studio, treatment rooms and 

an ebike rental service.  

Members AGREED 4-0-0 to recommend APPROVAL of this application and 

asked the Planning Authority to consider whether it would be appropriate to 

impose planning conditions (relating to the acoustic insulation of the premises 

and the operating hours of any businesses using them) so that the occupants of 

neighbouring dwellings would not be unduly disturbed.  

 

4. Previous planning applications – update 
 

i. 21/02732/HOU Priory Court View, 6 Wellesley Green, Bruton BA10 0DU.  Erection of 

a single storey side extension.  REFUSED 
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ii. 21/02821/FUL & 21/02822/LBC Hugh Sexeys Hospital, High Street, Bruton BA10 

0AS   Current temporary car park (approved under consent 18/01837/FUL) to be made 

permanent and surfaced with resin bound SUDS compliant gravel in a colour to match the 

adjacent parking area.  APPROVED 

 

iii. 21/02925/FUL Provender Mill, Higher Backway, Bruton BA10 0DW Installation of 

a window to the south elevation of the tower and solar panels on the south facing roof.  

APPROVED 

 
iv. 21/02572/FUL Pavilion House, Dropping Lane, Bruton BA10 0NL Alteration to existing 

sports pavilion to improve accessibility and functionality and creation of new single storey 

building to provide changing room facilities for sports.  APPROVED 

 

5. Lighting along the Frome Road 

i. Street lighting at the junction of Eastfield and Frome Road  

Members noted that residents including Councillors have long been concerned about light 

pollution in Bruton, including the excessive street lighting at Cuckoo Hill, and now the new 

lights at the junction of Eastfield and Frome Road (and also at Plox) have made things even 

worse.   They create the impression that Somerset County Council Highways Department 

(Highways) is inclined to maximise the volume and intensity of lighting at new or refashioned 

road junctions without regard for proportionality or considerations like the rural character and 

appearance of a locality, the amenity of nearby dwellings, or biodiversity.  Members find it 

perverse that that Highways are inflicting such installations on Bruton at a time when 

neighbouring authorities are making serious efforts to reduce energy waste and light pollution. 

Members AGREED 4-0-0 to ask Highways to look into best practice as 

exemplified by the street lighting initiatives of Dorset, Wiltshire and North 

Somerset Councils and consider whether any of the lessons learned could 

usefully be applied to Bruton and elsewhere in Somerset. 

   

ii. Outside lighting at the Enterprise Centre 

Members expressed dismay at intensity of the external lighting at Enterprise Centre on Frome 

Road which creates the look of an industrial setting rather than a small enterprise centre next 

to a quiet residential area and open countryside.  The lighting seems to breach Condition 14 of 

the Planning consent which specifically forbids light pollution at the site and, more generally, it 

appears at odds with South Somerset planning policies designed to safeguard the character and 

appearance of rural locations, the residential amenity of nearby dwellings and the interests of 

biodiversity.   

Members AGREED 4-0-0 to ask the LPA to check that outside lighting at the 

Enterprise Centre does not breach the planning conditions or South Somerset 

planning policies, and for support in efforts to reduce light pollution in Bruton. 
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6. Closed circuit TV cameras in the High Street (Conservation Area) 

Members expressed concern that Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) installations mounted over 

footways (pavements) outside business premises on the High Street might be in breach of 

licensing, planning (Conservation area) and data protection regulations. 

Members AGREED 4-0-0 to check with the businesses and relevant authorities 

that any such installations are legally compliant.  

 

7. §106 (of the Town & Country Planning Act 1990) funding and new developments 

Members heard a report on a recent meeting with a developer, a landowner and officers of 

South Somerset District Council (SSDC).  It was reported that §106 agreements could be 

varied at SSDC’s discretion so long as they continued to offer equivalent benefits to the 

residents of new developments.   There was a discussion of different options for play areas 

serving children from the eastern end of the town, depending on whether one, both or 

neither of the proposed new housing developments to the north and south of the Brewham 

Road are granted planning consent.  It was agreed that the Assistant Clerk will give 

Councillors an update on the meeting with the landowner, the developer and officers of the 

District Council. 

Members AGREED 4-0-0 that the developer of the proposed development 

south of Brewham Road would be asked to put forward three possible 

(alternative) play facility schemes using §106 funds for the benefit of new 

residents, which could then be put out for public consultation.   

 

Patrick Pender-Cudlip 

Assistant Clerk 


