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DRAFT Notes of an informal consultative meeting of the Transport 
Committee held virtually (online) via Zoom on 9th November 2021 

at 7.30pm 
 

A video-recording of this meeting has been posted on Bruton Town Council’s YouTube 
channel and can be seen via this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=utZCGEUE9-U  
 

Present:  Councillors Anderton, Brownlow, Hood, Pickering and Jones. 

In the Chair:      Councillor Hood 

In Attendance:  Patrick Pender-Cudlip, Assistant Town Clerk 
 

1. Chairman’s Welcome 

The Chairman thanked members for attending the informal meeting, held via Zoom 

and live-streamed via YouTube so as to reconcile the Council’s transparency obligations 

with Government advice on social distancing.  Members would discuss Agenda items 

and where appropriate make recommendations to Council officers who would make 

decisions under delegated authority in accordance with the Business Continuity Motion 

19/71 of 21st March 2020. 
 

2. Apologies 

All Committee members were in attendance but numbers were down because two 

former members have left the Council. 
 

3. Declarations of interest 

Councillors Brownlow and Hood declared a personal interest in respect of Item 8 as 

both have close family members employed in a business that could be affected by 

changes in parking arrangements on the High Street. 
 

4. Previous meetings 

Members agreed 5-0-0 [For-against-abstain] that they considered the notes of 
the informal meeting of 14th September to be an accurate record.  
 

5. Matters raised by residents 

i. Access to the westbound platform at Bruton Station 
The Council had received an email from a resident in his 80s who has been 
using the train weekly for the last 22 years, except during lockdown.  Although 
an injury now requires him to use crutches he still gets about on an ebike, and 
would take it on the train when visiting Bath or Bristol, but because he cannot 
carry it over the footbridge from the westbound platform on his return he has to 
go by car. 
 

Councillors have been discussing possible solutions to this long-standing 
problem with Great Western Railway and the South Wessex Community Rail 
Partnership.  Members agreed to discuss the matter further at the end of the 
meeting, but in closed session as it might involve the disclosure of commercially 
sensitive information (see Item 10, below). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=utZCGEUE9-U
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ii. Pavement on the highway by the railway bridge at Bruton Station 

There is a consensus that the existing ‘virtual’ footway between the bridge and 

the junction with the station approach is dangerous.  Members agreed to ask 

Somerset County Council Highways Department (Highways) to consider 

installing a wide raised pavement along this stretch, extending the (road 

calming) single lane carriageway from the bridge to the junction. 

iii. Street lighting outside the Enterprise Centre at Burrowfield 

Members share the dismay of residents that four high-level street lamps are 

being installed at the junction of the Enterprise Centre and Frome Road and 

they were bemused that reportedly Highways will not entertain complaints until 

the lights have been switched on.   They were disappointed that the efforts to 

minimise the visual and environmental impact of the Enterprise Centre made by 

the County Council design team are in effect being sabotaged by the same 

Council’s Highways department through its insistence on installing excessive 

street lighting at junctions along the Frome Road. Members requested that the 

Assistant Town Clerk draft an appropriately worded letter to the Highways 

Department. 

iv. Parking spaces adjacent to Patwell Pump 

Members felt it would be unfair to rent or allocate publicly owned parking 

spaces to individual residents.   However they recognise that Bruton’s chronic 

parking problem is aggravated when vehicles are left in a parking space for days 

or weeks at a time and they agreed that it would be appropriate to include this in 

a town-wide parking review. 

v. Town signs on Bruton approach roads 

Members accept that the existing town signs look tired and Councillor Brownlow 

will look into designs, media and costs of possible replacements. 
 

6. Highways infrastructure - Members expressed concern about the number of badly 

blocked roadside gullies in the town, observing that cutting back on regular 

maintenance might save money in the short term but the consequent remedial work 

will cost Highways far more in the longer term, especially as climate change increases 

the likelihood and frequency of flooding.   It was agreed that the Assistant Clerk would 

write to Highways asking for the blocked gullies to be cleared as a matter of urgency. 
 

7. Transport budget and priorities – After agreeing at September’s Transport 
meeting the coming year’s transport priorities members discussed how much money 
should be allocated to each. 
 
Members agreed 5-0-0 to recommend that the Council allocate funds in the 
budget for 2022-23 as follows: 

i. Safer pedestrian access to Bruton Primary School - £1,200 

ii. Joint Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan - £2,000 (to 

include £1,000 already in an earmarked reserve) 
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iii. County Fields lease - £2,500 

iv. Rights of Way maintenance and improvement - £2,500 (to include 

£1,000 already in an earmarked reserve) 

v. Replacement signs on the road entrances to the town - £1,500 

  

8. High Street parking and loading bays 
Councillor Pickering reported on a meeting with a Highways traffic engineer to discuss 
the problem caused by cars and vans in parking bays in the narrower sections of the 
High Street which sometimes make it impossible for large agricultural and commercial 
vehicles to get through without mounting the pavement: 
 

• Pedestrians walking along the pavements and householders emerging from their 
front doors, especially the elderly or those with young children, are frequently 
put in fear and at risk when huge vehicles mount the pavement and pass within 
inches of them. 

• Properties on the High Street and the pavement itself have been damaged by 
large and heavy vehicles mounting the pavement. 

• A slight bend in the High Street means that on occasion the tractor (front 
section) of an articulated HGV can negotiate a pinch point without leaving the 
carriageway but its trailer in effect ‘cuts the corner’ and mounts the pavement. 

• The County Council’s Whole Town parking review programme is making very 
slow progress and could take years to reach Bruton, but if the Town Council 
were to carry out a High Street parking review a Highways engineer would be 
happy to support it on an ad hoc basis. 

• Members were of the view that installing bollards or other forms of barrier at the 
outer edge of pavements would be counter-productive and likely obstruct 
pedestrians, especially those in wheelchairs or with push chairs. 
 

The Town Council had previously postponed a review of the High Street’s challenges 
and opportunities so as to coordinate it with the County Council Whole Town parking 
review, but since the latter is unlikely to get to Bruton for years members agreed that it 
would be appropriate to revive the Town Council’s review.  

At this point Councillors Brownlow and Hood left the meeting because of a personal interest in 
the matter to be discussed (see Item 3, above).  Councillor Pickering took the Chair.  

Members discussed the problems of a particularly narrow section of the High Street, 
between Sexey’s Hospital and The Castle Inn, where it is sometimes impossible for large 
commercial and agricultural vehicles to get past vehicles parked within the existing 
parking bay without mounting the pavement on the opposite side of the road.   The 
Highways engineer who visited the site has identified four possible options, listed below, 
and would be happy to take forward whichever one the Town Council prefers: 
i. Prevent parking at the narrowest part of the carriageway by removing the parking 

bays and installing double yellow lines. 
ii. Convert the (western) end of the existing parking bay into a loading bay as per the 

recently published Traffic Regulation Order (TRO).   The law permits vehicles to 
stop in loading bays for a maximum of 20 minutes.  

iii. Instal a loading bay from the roadside gully by the wholefood store eastwards into 
the existing parking bay, as per the hand-painted markings on the carriageway. 

iv. Leave the existing parking arrangements as they are. 
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Members acknowledged that the physical constraints of the High Street created an 
inevitable conflict of interest between pedestrians, High Street residents & businesses, 
other Bruton residents & businesses, visitors, and the passing traffic, and no solution 
will please or satisfy everyone.   The ability to park on the High Street is vital for the 
health of the town, but so is the ability of traffic to flow freely along the High Street 
without endangering lives and property by mounting the pavement.   A loading bay 
would enable suppliers and customers to stop briefly and carry out their business while 
leaving the highway unobstructed the rest of the time. 
 

Members agreed 3-0-0 to recommend that the Council ask Highways to implement 
the existing TRO and convert the western end of the parking bay into a loading bay. 
 

At this point Councillors Brownlow and Hood were readmitted to the meeting and 
Councillor Hood resumed the Chair. 

 
9. Somerset Bus Partnership (SBP) - The Assistant Clerk reported on a meeting 

convened by the SBP and attended by representatives of 61 Town and Parish Councils: 

• The Government has allocated £3billion for the improvement of bus services 
across England (except for London) and the phasing out of diesel-powered buses.  

• The County Council has put in a bid for £163m to improve bus services across 
Somerset which has fewer bus journeys per head of population than any other 
county except Rutland, and where bus services have the lowest satisfaction rate in 
the whole country. 

• The SBP is an independent lobby group which aims to represent and promote the 
views of bus passengers, local councils, bus user groups, transport campaigners 
and individual residents, lending weight to the County Council’s ambitious bid 
and ensuring that whatever funding is secured is spent wisely. 

• The SBP has asked Town and Parish Councils across Somerset to appoint 
representatives who could report on local bus needs and problems, liaise with 
representatives of neighbouring towns, parishes and communities with shared bus 
routes, and lobby the County Council, local MPs and the Government. 

Members agreed to publicise this initiative and try to find a regular bus user who would agree to 
act as a Bruton representative on the SBP. 
 

10. Closed session 
Members agreed 5-0-0 to exclude the press and public while discussing 
possible solutions to the access problem at Bruton Station so as not to 
disclose commercially sensitive information (see Item 5i, above).  

 

11. For information: 
i. Library junction - There have been regular telephone discussion with Highways 

about the need for a meeting to discuss their Library Junction proposals but 
Highways has not yet proposed a specific date. 

ii. At the last informal Committee meeting members agreed to visit the locations of 
concern in Plox and Silver Street in order to assess trip hazards and the 
adequacy of the street lighting. This is still outstanding. 
 

12. Next meeting – In accordance with the recent restructuring of the Council’s organisation 

the Transport Committee is being dissolved and will not meet again. 


