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DRAFT Notes of an informal consultative meeting of the Planning Committee 
held virtually (online) via Zoom on 21st December 2021 at 7.30pm 

 

 

A video-recording of this meeting has been posted on Bruton Town Council’s Youtube channel and 
can be seen via this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjRjnMApZac 
  
 
 

Present:               Councillors Brownlow, Fradley and Jones  

In the Chair:      Councillor Fradley 

In attendance:  The Assistant Clerk 
 

 

 

1. Declarations of Interest 

None 
 

2. Apologies for Absence 

No apologies had been received.  
 

 

3. Previous meeting 

Members noted the written record of the informal consultative meeting of 9th December 2021. 
 

4. New planning applications 

Committee members discussed the following applications and Council officers will take their 

views into account before making recommendations to the Local Planning Authority (LPA) 

on behalf of the Council under delegated authority. 
 

 

i. 21/03429/HOU Providence House, Providence Place, Bruton BA10 0AZ   

Proposed side/rear extension.    

Members noted that the proposed extension is large, though not necessarily 

disproportionate, and despite supposedly ‘heavy screening’ it would be prominent and 

easily visible from some popular walks in one of the most attractive quarters of Bruton.  

The proposed “natural uncoated cement sheet” cladding is commonly associated with 

industrial and agricultural buildings rather than dwellings but such a mixture of styles is 

not in itself unattractive and can be found elsewhere in the town; it could even be 

considered in keeping with the townscape around Providence Place inasmuch as until 

quite recently some large agricultural buildings were situated close nearby. 

Members wished to advise the planning officer and the applicant that through an 

apparent clerical error some of the supporting documents on the Planning Authority’s 

webpage actually relate to a planning application for a different property.  

Members agreed 2-0-1 [for-against-abstain] to recommend this application. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjRjnMApZac
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ii. 21/03387/HOU & 21/03388/LBC Hadrian House, Patwell Street, Bruton BA10 

0EQ.  Erection of a single storey rear extension. 

Members commended the design of the proposed extension and agreed that replacing the 

existing conservatory would improve the appearance of the property. 

Members agreed 3-0-0 to recommend this application. 
 

5. Progress on previous planning applications: 
At the time of the meeting no progress reports had been received about previous applications. 
 

6. Plox - Godminster Lane road junction, light pollution and highway safety. 
The Council had received representations about the recently installed road junction on Plox 
from a local resident and from Bruton Conservation Trust members.  Members discussed the 
matter and expressed the following concerns: 

i. Excessive street lighting at the junction seriously compromises the residential amenity of 
nearby dwellings, flooding their gardens and even interiors with harsh light throughout 
the hours of darkness.  

ii. The environmental degradation caused by excessive street lighting at and near the 
junction affects parts of the town well outside the immediate vicinity. At this time of year 
when deciduous trees have shed their leaves the light pollution extends across the river 
and Lower Backway to the gardens and dwellings on the south side of the High Street.  

iii. It is comparatively easy for motorists to obey the 20mph speed limit on Silver Street 
which is comparatively narrow with a rising gradient, and dimly lit, but when they enter 
Plox the wider road and downhill gradient tempts them to increase their speed, a 
temptation compounded by the newly installed lighting.  

iv. The current road layout is disconcerting and confusing for drivers who do not know 
Bruton.  Approaching Plox from Silver Street they encounter the steep ramp onto the 
road hump in near darkness, with little visual warning (such as a change of road surface 
colour or discreetly illuminated low-level bollards) and then find themselves plunged into 
what amounts to a floodlit zone by the King’s School entrance.  This insensitive approach 
does not promote driver awareness.  

v. The scale and intensity of the newly installed lighting suggests that the junction may have 
been designated a motor traffic conflict zone but this could be a mistake. Traffic entering 
Godminster Lane from Plox simply peels off at the junction, and since Plox is a one-way 
street traffic emerging out of Godminster Lane can join it without difficulty.  

vi. The real ‘conflict’ is between motor traffic travelling along Plox and pedestrians trying to 
cross the road at Plox - something that the Town Council addressed in its design for the 
junction but which County Highways rejected in favour of its own scheme. The existing 
crossing point is dangerous because the stopping-sight-distance is limited by the crest of 
the hill and drivers and pedestrians receive only minimal warning of the presence of the 
other.  Signalling the presence of pedestrians by narrowing and changing the colour of the 
carriageway, or possibly moving the position of the crossing point, would do more for 
highway safety than flooding the area with light.  

 

Members agreed 3-0-0 that the Assistant Clerk would write to County Highways 

expressing these concerns and requesting a meeting with Highways lighting and 

traffic engineers to discuss how the problem could be solved or at least 

mitigated. 
 

Patrick Pender-Cudlip 

Assistant Clerk 


