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Approved minutes of an informal consultative MEETING of the TOWN 
COUNCIL held on Wednesday 17th November 2021, via Zoom, to make 
recommendations on matters to be decided by Town Council officers 
under delegated powers in accordance with the Council’s Business 
Continuity resolution 19/171 of 21st March 2020. 
 
Present:  Councillors Anderton, Brownlow, Crawford, Hood, Jones (Chair), 
Pickering and Robinson.  
 
Also present: Town Clerk 
 
There were three members of the public present at the start of the meeting. 
 
The meeting started at 19:31. 
 
21/045  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies had been received from Councillor Buckland.  

 
21/046  Declarations of Interests 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
21/047  Public Question Time 
Members of the public did not wish to speak at this time.  
 
21/048  To consider registering The Castle public house as an asset of 
community value on behalf of a group of local residents.  
 
19:34 - The Chair allowed a public open session. 
 
Members of the public explained the value that The Castle had to the community 
when it was operating as a pub, especially to local people, and described the range of 
events and activities that had taken place there. One member of the public had drafted 
wording that might be included in the application to register The Castle as an asset of 
community value and expressed the view of many residents that it was important to 
attempt to have The Castle entered onto the register.  
 
19:37 – The Chair brought the public open session to a close. 
 
Councillors noted the comments from members of the public and made the following 
points: 
 

• It was important that Bruton had more than one pub. 

• It was noted that The Castle had appealed to a more local demographic than 
many of the pricier restaurants in the town.  

• It was important that The Castle remained an operating pub, regardless of who 
owned it in the future.  
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• It was noted that inclusion on the register of assets of community value did not 
guarantee that The Castle would remain a pub, merely that the community 
would be given additional time to bid for the premises before it could be sold.  

• It was accepted that, even if The Castle remained a pub, there was no guarantee 
that it would be run in the same way as it had been in the past.  

 
RECOMMENDATION: It was unanimously agreed that the Council 
recommended that the Town Clerk should submit the required form to 
attempt to register The Castle as an asset of community value. It was 
noted that the Town Clerk was authorised, under delegated powers, to 
revise the draft wording as she saw fit.  

 
The meeting ended 19:45. 

 
 
 
 
Signed: _____________________________ Date:_______________ 
 


