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Approved minutes of a Town Council meeting, held on Tuesday 27th July 2021 in 
the rear garden of the Unionist Hall. 
 
Present: Councillors Brownlow, Buckland, Crawford, Day, Fradley (from 19:34), Hood, 
Jones (Chair) and Skinner (from 19:36). 
 
Also in attendance: County Councillor Groskop and the Town Clerk. 
 
There were no members of the public present at the start of the meeting. 
 
The meeting started at 19:31. 
 
 
21/062  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies had been received from Councillors Anderton, A. Baker, K. Baker, Pickering and 
District Councillor Trimnell. 

 
21/063  Declarations of Interests 
Councillor Buckland declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in items 21/067 d) and 21/077 
as they related to contracts and payments in relation to his employer.  
 
21/064  Minutes of previous meetings 

To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 29th June 2021 
 
The Chair requested that section 21/057 a) in the minutes was moved to section 21/057 b). 
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to approve the minutes, 
with the above amendment. The minutes would be signed by the Chair at a later 
date.  
 
19:34 – Councillor Fradley joined the meeting.  
 
21/065  Public Question Time 
No members of the public were present. 

 
21/066 To review the action points from previous meetings 
Noted. 

 
19:36 – Councillor Skinner joined the meeting.  

 
21/067  Minutes and Recommendations from Committees and Working 
Groups: 

a) Planning Committee – to note the minutes of the meetings held on 30th 
June and 20th July. 

Noted. 
 

b) Transport Committee: 
i. To note the minutes of the meeting held on 13th July. 

Noted. Councill Hood said that, at a future meeting, the Transport Committee intended to 
revisit the issue of balancing pedestrian and vehicle use of the High Street. This project 
would have budgetary implications as a consultant would need to be employed.  
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ii. To consider the Committee’s recommendation that the Council exercise its 
powers under §43 of the Highways Act (1980) to maintain rights of way. 

Councillor Hood explained that the Town Council has a power, rather than a duty, to 
maintain paths and tracks. Somerset County Council would still have ultimate responsibility 
for the rights of way network but Councillor Hood was confident that he would be able to 
find a group of volunteers to work alongside SCC. The Town Council would need to purchase 
battery powered tools for the volunteers to use and it was noted that consideration would 
need to be given to health and safety, training and insurance. Councillor Hood said that he 
intended to apply for a grant to purchase this equipment and asked the Council to consider 
giving power to the Town Clerk to authorise the spend of up to £900 of Council in match 
funding. 
Councillor Fradley asked if landowners would have any issues with this idea. Councillor 
Hood said that the Town Council could ask landowners to maintain paths on their land but 
could not compel them to do so. The Town Council would have the right to keep path 
surfaces clear without the landowner’s permission.  
Councillor Day asked where any new equipment would be stored. Councillor Buckland 
suggested the Pump House, although this would be decided at a later date.  
It was agreed to consider this item and item 21/067 b) iii together. 
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed that the Council was in 
favour of exercising its power under §43 of the Highways Act (1980) to maintain 
rights of way in the Parish of Bruton, with the understanding that Somerset 
County Council had overall responsibility for the rights of way network. It was 
further agreed to allow the Town Clerk to authorise the spend of up to £900 
from the Footpaths reserve to match fund any grant received for the purchase 
of battery powered and other equipment.  
 

iii.  To consider authorising the Clerk, in conjunction with the Chairman of the 
Transport Committee, to spend up to £900 from the Footpaths reserve for 
the purchase of equipment to maintain rights of way.  

This matter was dealt with at item 21/067/ b) ii above. 
 

c) Jubilee Park Development Programme Working Group - to note the 
minutes of the meeting held on 19th July and consider any recommendations.  

This matter was deferred to a future meeting as the minutes were not available.  
 

d) Abbey Ponds Working Group: 
i. To note the minutes of the meeting held on 13th July.  

Noted. 
 

ii. To consider recommendations on options for mowing and strimming. 
 
19:46 – Councillor Buckland left the meeting due to the disclosable pecuniary interest 
declared at item 21/063. 
 
Councillor Brownlow advised that the edges of the new path at Abbey Ponds would need 
maintenance. A member of the Abbey Ponds Working Group or the Town Council’s current 
contractor could carry out the work. Councillors discussed the issue and it was felt that it 
would not be appropriate to pay a member of the Working Group to carry out maintenance 
of the path. Adding the work to the contract with the current contractor was preferred. The 
Chair said that the Working Group needed to draw up a maintenance plan, which could be 
referred to the Full Council for consideration. Councillor Brownlow said he would raise this 
with the Working Group. 

Action 210727/1: Councillor Brownlow 
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iii. To consider recommendations for dealing with overgrown ponds. 
Councillor Brownlow explained that the Abbey Ponds Working Group wished to clear 
vegetation from the ponds. It had been established that the ponds were not a suitable habitat 
for Great Crested Newts, which meant any project to clear the ponds would not be eligible for 
certain grants that had been researched. A member of the Working Group had offered to 
clear the ponds free-of-charge but the site needed to be inspected by the County 
Conservation Officer and Historic England to determine the kind of work that could be 
carried out. The Chair asked Councillor Brownlow to ensure that the Working Group 
understood that no clearance work must take place before the relevant permissions had been 
obtained from Historic England and SCC. 

Action 210727/2: Councillor Brownlow 
 

iv. To consider the 2014 Management Plan. 
It was noted that the Management Plan would be reviewed and presented to the Full Council 
at a later date.  
 

v. To consider co-opting another member onto the Group. 
Councillor Brownlow reported that Mr John Clothier, a local farmer with a lot of local 
knowledge, had expressed an interest in joining the Working Group. 
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed that Mr John Clothier 
should be co-opted as a member of the Abbey Ponds Working Group.  
 

e) Ways of Working (Group set up at Annual Meeting of Town Council on 5th 
May): 
i. To consider recommendations of the meeting held on 21st July and agree 

next steps. 
Councillor Hood summarised the content of the report, distributed to Councillors prior to 
the meeting. The new structure would consist of three main committees and a working 
group, all reporting directly to Full Council. The various other working groups would report 
to the most appropriate committee: 
 

 
 
Councillors discussed this new structure and how it might work. It was felt that more 
information was needed before any decisions could be made. 
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed that Councillors 
Anderton, Hood, Jones, and Robinson and the Town Clerk should draw up 
draft terms of reference for the three new committees and Strategic Planning 
Working Group to aid decision making. 

Action 210727/3: Nominated Councillors and Town Clerk 

Full Council

Town 
Committee

Other Working 
Groups

Strategic 
Planning 

Working Group

Other Working 
Groups

Finance and 
Resources 
Committee

Other Working 
Groups

Consultation 
Response 

Committee

Other Working 
Groups
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ii. To consider options for Hybrid meetings and agree next steps. 
It was agreed to ask Councillor Anderton to produce a costed specification for the 
equipment required for holding hybrid meetings. County Councillor Groskop suggested that 
SSDC might have some spare equipment. 

Action 210727/4: Councillor Anderton 
 

iii. To consider engagement with the new unitary authority. 
This matter was dealt with at item 21/073 below. 

 
21/068  Reports from District Councillor Lucy Trimnell and County 
Councillor Anna Groskop. 
 
District Councillor Trimnell had sent her apologies. 
 
County Councillor Anna Groskop reported that work on the construction of Bruton 
Enterprise Centre had finished early and she was encouraging the operators to engage with 
the community.  
Missed waste collections were due to staff shortages caused by alerts from the NHS Test and 
Trace app. Missed collections would be taken on the same day of the following week.  
Councillor Groskop asked the Council to decide if it wanted the proposed small improvement 
scheme at Library Junction to go ahead and asked for an update of the previously discussed 
parking strategy. 

Action 210727/5: Councillor Hood 
 
The surface of the Darkey Lane track was in poor condition and Councillor Groskop said she 
would report this to SCC for improvement.  
Finally, Councillor Groskop reported that the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities 
and Local Government had approved the One Somerset bid for a single unitary authority for 
Somerset. County Council elections would take place in May 2022 and the new unitary 
authority would take effect from 1st April 2023.  

 
21/069  To receive an update on progress with the Station Road Car Park 
project and agree any action to be taken. 
The Chair reported that he and the Clerk had attended a productive site meeting with the 
preferred contractor and GWD Consulting Engineers, who were performing the client 
function for the project on behalf of the Town Council. The purpose of the meeting was to 
assess the two options that had been provided to ascertain the aspects that were required 
and those that could be omitted to reduce the overall cost. The Clerk summarised the points 
covered at the site meeting, one of which was the provision of electric vehicle (EV) charging 
points. It had previously been agreed that these would be part of the project but they would 
need to be relocated to the opposite end of the car park. The Chair asked if Councillors could 
agree that the EV charging points could be provided by the same company working with 
SSDC for similar units in their car park but it was felt that more research was needed before 
a decision could be made. It was agreed to carry out more research and arrange a 
subsequent meeting to make decisions on the EV charging aspect of the project. 
The Clerk was instructed to contact GWD to request that they liaise with the preferred 
contractor to obtain a revised plan and costing document for consideration at a subsequent 
meeting, to be arranged as soon as possible. 

Action 210727/6: Town Clerk 
 

The Chair added that the cost of materials had gone up by approximately 26% since the 
original costing document had been prepared, which would need to be taken into account.  
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21/070  To consider responding to the Government consultation on access to 
cash in rural areas. 

 
It was agreed that Councillors Day and Jones would draft a response and bring this back to 
the next Full Council meeting for approval. 

Action 210727/7: Councillors Day and Jones 
 

21/071  To consider taking up a free trial membership of the Rural Market 
Towns Group. 
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to take up the free trial 
membership of the Rural Market Towns Group.  

 
21/072  Play Equipment  

To consider feedback received from Bruton Primary School and at the St Mary’s 
Community Fête, and to consider quotes for the replacement of the multi-unit, see 
saw and roundabout. 

The Clerk reported that she and the Community Development Officer had visited Bruton 
Primary School and Ladybirds Pre-school to consult children on the different play 
equipment options that had been supplied by the five different companies that had been 
approached. Further consultation had taken place at the Community Fête and an 
appointment had been made to consult children at Community Kids Pre-school on 3rd 
August. The results of the consultation to date clearly showed that children favoured option 
one from Hags at a cost of £35,500. The Council had £16,792 available from S106 
contributions and the 2020-21 underspend, so the remainder would have to be raised from 
grants. Councillors suggested contacting Sport England, National Lottery and the Somerset 
Community Foundation for grants. 
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed that the Town Council 
accepted the option one quote from Hags at a cost of £35,500 and instructed the 
Clerk to seek grant funding for the balance required to pay for this, in liaison 
with Rebecca McClelland from the Jubilee Park Development Working Group. 

Action 210727/8: Town Clerk 
 
21/073  Somerset Unitary Authority 

a) To note the decision of the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and 

Local Government to implement (subject to Parliamentary approval) the 
proposal for a single unitary council for Somerset. 

It was noted that the proposal for a single unitary authority for Somerset had been approved 
by the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government. 

 
b) To note the Implementation Plan approved by the County Council's 

Scrutiny for Policies and Place Committee. 
Noted. 
 

c) To consider options for Bruton's position in a Local Community 
Network. 

The Chair said that discussions with Castle Cary and Wincanton Town Councils 
would continue and a meeting would be arranged as soon as possible. 

Action 210727/9: Councillor Jones 
 
 
 
 



 

 6 

21/074  Bru Larder funds 
To consider a request to transfer Bru Larder funds from the Bruton Festival of Arts to 
a ring-fenced Town Council fund pending the assumption of responsibility by the 
Bruton Community Interest Company. 

It was agreed that the Town Council would look after the funds as requested and would 
ring-fence them to ensure they remained separate from the Town Council’s own funds.  

Action 210727/10: Town Clerk 
 

21/075  Bank Reconciliations 
To approve the bank reconciliations for the HSBC current and deposit accounts and 
the Unity Trust current account to 30th June 2021. 

The bank reconciliations had been checked by Councillor Fradley before the meeting and 
found to be correct. 
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to approve the bank 
reconciliations for the HSBC current and deposit accounts and the Unity Trust 
current account to 30th June 2021 as presented. The Chair signed the 
reconciliations accordingly. 
 
21/076  Budget Position 

To note the budget report to 30th June 2021. 
Noted. 

 
21/077  Accounts for Payment - Members to consider the schedule of 
payments (July 2021) 
 
20:54 – Councillor Buckland left the meeting due to the disclosable pecuniary interest 
declared at item 21/063. 
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to approve the payments 
as presented. 
 
The Chair expressed thanks to the bank signatories for enabling the payment of staff salaries 
directly into bank accounts by 25th of each month. 

 
21/078  Reports Council to receive reports from: 

a) Members representing the Council on Outside/other bodies 
Bruton Community Interest Company – Councillor Hood reported that the company 
was working on fundraising for the BruBowl project but was interested in ideas for new 
community initiatives that needed funding to get started.  
 
Market Towns Investment Group – Councillor Brownlow reported that, at the last 
MTIG meeting on 19th July, there had been a presentation on a new Visit Somerset website. 
All towns had been asked to look at the website and make suggestions for any required 
additions or amendments. There had also been an update on the current grant opportunities, 
including the Welcome Back Fund and the Environmental fund. The next meeting was due to 
take place on 31st October.  
 

b)  Town Councillors 
Councillor Crawford reported that the Community Fête had been very successful. 
Piers Skinner reported that the Love Sundays event had raised £1,000 for the BruBowl 
project.  
Councillor Fradley reported that she had attended the SALC Councillor Essentials course and 
found it to be very informative.  
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Councillor Buckland reported that the long-standing Grounds Maintenance Manager from 
King’s School had retired. 
Councillor Hood reported that some foliage that had been removed from side of the river at 
Riverside Walk had been left under the bridge. 
Councillor Crawford felt that a weeding day should be organised for the town.  
Councillor Brownlow reported that one of the stepping stones across the river had a spike 
protruding from it. Councillor Buckland said that the stepping stones were the responsibility 
of King’s School. 
 

c) Chairman 
In relation to recent concern about the sever reduction in height of a hedge at Cuckoo Hill, 
the Chairman reported that the developer that had carried out the work had demonstrated 
that they had permission from SCC. 
 
The meeting ended at 21:05. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed: _____________________________Date:_______________ 
 


