
 

 

 
Draft minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Tuesday 30th November 
2021 in the Unionist Hall.  
 
Present: Councillors Anderton, Brownlow, Buckland, Crawford, Cullen, Day, Fradley, Jones 
(Chair), Pickering and Robinson 

Also present: County Councillor Groskop, District Councillor Trimnell, Community Development 
Officer and Town Clerk. 

There were no members of the public present at the start of the meeting.  

The meeting started at 19:31. 

The Chair informed those present that the meeting would be streamed on YouTube from this point 
forward.  

21/049   Casual Vacancy: 
a) To resolve to suspend Standing Orders for this item only to enable a paper 

ballot should there be more than one applicant  
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and agreed to suspend Standing Orders to enable 
a paper ballot if more than one candidate had applied for the vacancy.  
 

b) To consider applications received for co-option for the current casual 
councillor vacancy, and to co-opt a new council member. 

The Clerk informed the meeting that there had been one applicant for the casual vacancy 
from Mr Grahame Baker. As such, it was agreed to vote on co-option by a show of hands 
rather than a paper ballot. 
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to co-opt Mr Grahame 
Baker to the vacant position on the Town Council. 
 

c) To receive a declaration of acceptance of office or resolve that this can be 
received at a later date.  

 
RESOLVED: It was proposed an unanimously agreed that the declaration of 
acceptance of office form could be received at a later date. 
 

d) To note receipt of a declaration of acceptance of office from Councillor 
Cullen, who was co-opted at the previous Full Council meeting on 26th 
October 2021.  

Noted. 
 

21/050  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies had been received from Councillor Hood. 

 
21/051  Declarations of Interests 
Councillors Anderton and Buckland declared disclosable pecuniary interests in item 21/068 
as it related to a payment to an employer and for expenses refund respectively.  
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21/052  Minutes of previous meetings 
To approve the minutes of the meetings held on 26th October and 9th November 2021 
and to receive the notes from the remote meeting held on 17th November 2021.  

Councillor Buckland pointed out that, in the draft minutes from the meeting held on 17th 
November, Councillor Hood was recorded as both being present and as having given 
apologies. Councillor Hood had been present at the meeting and the Clerk was instructed to 
correct the draft minutes accordingly.  
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to approve the minutes 
from the meetings held on 26th October, 9th and 17th November, with the 
correction detailed above. 

Action 211121/1: Town Clerk 
 
21/053  Public Question Time 
No members of the public were present.  
 
21/054  To review the action points from previous meetings 
Noted. 
 
The Chair brought item 21/057 to this point in the meeting.  
 
21/057  Reports from District Councillor Lucy Trimnell and County Councillor 
Anna Groskop. 
 
District Councillor Trimnell reported that the next Area East meeting had been 
cancelled. The Town Council application for a grant from SSDC’s Community Fund had been 
due to be considered at the November meeting, which had been cancelled, so the matter had 
been deferred to the December meeting, which had also been cancelled. Councillor Trimnell 
said she would find out if there was any way the application could be considered before the 
January meeting. If this was not possible, she would push for the January meeting to be held 
so that it would be considered then.   
Councillor Trimnell was please that coffee mornings had resumed and had been well 
attended.  
Councillor Trimnell had not received any reports of missed waste collections this week and 
went on the thank the residents of Bruton for their patience with the ongoing road works in 
the parish.  
Regarding SSDC’s phosphate strategy, Councillor Trimnell reported that delays meant that 
the strategy document would now be published in January 2022. 
Finally, Councillor Trimnell reported that the District Executive had resolved that SSDDC 
should apply to the Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government to  formally 
apply rural designation status to parishes with a population of less than 3000. The aim of 
this was to reduce the number of homes built before affordable housing was required to be 
included within new developments.  
 
County Councillor Groskop reported that she had received one complaint of a missed 
water collection. 
Councillor Groskop had received an email from Gigaclear to say that their work in the parish 
was almost finished and thanked the residents of Bruton for their patience with the recent 
road works.  
Regarding the Unitary issue, a date for elections had still not been agreed by the Secretary of 
State.  
 
19:45 – District Councillor Trimnell left the meeting.  
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21/056  Minutes and Recommendations from Committees and Working 
Groups: 

a) CEEWG – to receive an update following the meeting held on 11th October.  
The Chair informed those present that the meeting had taken place on 8th November, not 11th 
October. There was no update to receive.  
 

b) Planning Committee - To receive the notes of the meetings held on 3rd and 
23rd November and to consider the following recommendations resulting from 
a meeting with SSDC Officers regarding the site south of Brewham Road 
(planning application 19/00655/OUT): 

i. That the Council asks the applicant to explore the feasibility of 
installing a public footpath between Darkey Lane and the Unionist Hall 
and to approach the relevant landowner(s). 

ii. That the Council asks the applicant to put forward three alternative 
proposals for the use of S106 funds. 

iii. Consider whether, if the proposed development of land north of 
Brewham Road is granted consent, play equipment for the residents of 
the developments south and north of Brewham Road and off Cuckoo 
Hill should be concentrated in a single site. 

 
It was agreed to consider items 21/056 b) i, ii and iii altogether.  
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed that the applicant should 
be asked to explore the feasibility of installing a footpath between the Unionist 
Club and Darkey Lane, that the applicant should be asked to forward three 
alternative proposals for use of S106 funding to enable consultation with the 
local community and that play equipment should be concentrated on a single 
site for the Brewham Road area if the site north of Brewham Road is granted 
consent. 

Action 211130/2: Assistant Clerk (Planning) 
 

c) Abbey Ponds Working Group 
i. To receive the notes from the meeting held on 8th November.  

Noted. 

 
ii. To consider a risk assessment compiled by the working group. 

 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to approve the risk 
assessment as presented. 
 
The Chair asked for thanks to the working group to be recorded for the work involved in 
preparing the risk assessment.  
Councillor Brownlow reported that the working group wished to install a footbridge across 
part of the stream that was regularly used by walkers as a short cut. Quotes would be 
obtained and presented to the Council in due course.  Councillor Brownlow also noted that 
the surface of the new path seemed to have been damaged due to cold weather, so the 
contractor who had installed the path would soon be visiting the site to assess the situation.  
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d) Transport Committee - To receive the notes from the meeting held on 9th 

November and to consider the following recommendations: 
i. That the Council asks Somerset County Council to implement the 

existing traffic regulation order to convert the western end of the 
existing parking bay into a loading bay. 

 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed that SCC should be asked  
to implement the existing TRO as recommended by the Transport Committee. 
Seven votes for; two votes against; one abstention.  

Action 211130/3: Assistant Clerk (Transport) 
 

ii. That the Council agrees that access to Bruton Primary School is a 
priority for next year, the project to require £1200 for consultation 
and other activities and to include the establishment of a working 
group to include Councillors, the head teacher, chair of governors and 
parent representation.  

iii. That the Council agrees to a programme of work to replace stiles on 
rights of way with self-closing gates, with a budget of £1500 requested 
to purchase the gates.  

 
It was agreed that items 21/056 d) ii and iii could be dealt with as part of the budget setting 
process.  
 

e) Finance and Resources Committee – To receive the notes of the meeting 
held on 16th November and consider the following recommendations: 

i. That cemetery fees should not be raised for the 2022-23 financial year. 
Councillor Robinson explained that it had previously been agreed to raise cemetery fees each  
year in line with inflation but this had not happened. It was felt cemetery fees should not be 
raised at this time. Councillor Robinson also said that some research on allotment fees in 
neighbouring parishes was taking place.  
 

ii. To consider approving a project to convert Eastfield Play Area to 
accommodate accessible raised beds, subject to satisfactory 
consultation with local residents.  

 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to approve the plan in 
principle and to delegate planning and consultation activities for this project to 
the Town Clerk. 

Action 211130/4: Town Clerk 
 

f) Retrofit Working Group – To receive the notes from the meeting held on 
21st November.  

Noted. 
g) Neighbourhood Plan Working Group 

i. To receive the notes from the meeting held on 23rd November. 
The meeting had been short so no notes had been taken.  
 

ii. To consider authorising the working group to recruit members from 
the community, 

iii. To consider authorising the group to apply for funding from Locality.  
 

Councillor Robinson noted that Locality funding may not be available after 31st March 2022, 
as the offering is subject to a review. 
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It was agreed to consider items 21/056 f) i and ii together.  
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to authorise the 
Neighbourhood Plan working group to recruit members from the community 
and to apply for funding from Locality.  

Action 211130/5: Assistant Clerk (Planning) 
 
21/057  Reports from District Councillor Lucy Trimnell and County Councillor 
Anna Groskop. 
This item was dealt with after item 21/54 above. 

 
21/058  Somerset Unitary Authority – To receive an update from the Local 
Community Network Pilot event held in Wincanton on 25th November.  
The Chair reported that the Local Community Network (LCN) pilot meeting held in 
Wincanton on 25th November had been very successful. The meeting had been attended by 
representatives from Bruton, Castle Cary and Wincanton Town Councils plus several smaller 
parishes from the broader Area East and Mendip areas. Senior officers from the Unitary 
team had attended. The next step was to compile a questionnaire to be sent to all local 
parishes, to establish their wellbeing priorities and how they would like to work together. 

 
21/059  New Committee Structure – To agree membership of committees under the 
new structure.  
It was agreed to defer this matter until the next Full Council meeting in January.  

 
21/060  To consider asking Sexey’s School if the Town Council can nominate a 
member to be an observer rather than a full member of the board of governors.  
 
Councillor Cullen declared a personal interest in this item as his wife worked at Sexey’s 
School. 
 
Councillors discussed the matter. 
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and agreed that the Council should ask for a 
representative to act as an observer on the board of governors at Sexey’s 
School. Seven votes for; three abstentions.  

Action 211130/6: Town Clerk 
 
21/061  Christmas Event 

a) To receive an update on plans for the event, including switching on the 
Christmas lights on 1st December.  

Councillor Pickering reported that the Council’s ground maintenance contractor had tested 
the lights for the tree at Town Green, which were working. Floodlights would be set up to 
shine on the Dovecote and would be powered via the double socket at the multi-use games 
area. A timer would be installed to allow the floodlights to shine for four hours. The lights on 
the tree at Town Green and at the Dovecote would be switched on at 6.30pm on 1st 
December. 
 

b) To consider approving the risk assessment for the event. 
The Chair thanked Councillor A. Baker for preparing the risk assessment. 
 

c) To note that stall holders will need to provide their own risk assessments for 
the Town Council’s records.  

Councillor Pickering said that the general stalls would be covered by the risk assessment 
prepared by Councillor A. Baker. Any stalls providing alcohol and/or food and any using gas 
had provided their own risk assessments. Councillor Pickering would arrange for these to be 
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forwarded to the Community Development Officer for the Council’s records because the 
event was to be covered by the Council’s insurance.  
The Community Development Officer reported that the Community Office would be used as 
the first aid point and for any lost children. Bradson’s had been appointed to deal with the 
road closure. It was noted that any stalls located between Catherine’s Hill and the bottom of 
the High Street would need to be small enough to enable access by emergency vehicles.  
 

d) To consider approving the use of lighting on the Town Council’s land at the 
Dovecote and to agree arrangements, including the duration of the lighting. 

Councillor Robinson said that a risk assessment should be completed for this activity and 
that the lights would need to be switched off by 10pm at the latest. Councillor Pickering said 
that the company providing the floodlighting had its own risk assessment.  
 

e) To note the expected costs to the Council. 
Noted. 
 
It was agreed to vote on items 21/061 b) and d) together. 
 
RESOLVED:  It was proposed and unanimously agreed to approve the risk 
assessment for the event and to approve the use of floodlighting at the Dovecote 
until 10pm at the latest from 1st December. 
 
21/062  Retrofit charges – To consider approving a list of fees chargeable to clients of 
the Retrofit service.  
The Chair noted that this matter had been on a the agenda at the October meeting but had 
been deferred to give Councillors a chance to obtain more information. The paper from the 
October meeting contained the following proposals: 
 

1. Agree that Bruton Town Council holds and loans to other parishes (on behalf of 
SSDC) two thermal imaging mobile phone attachments. 

2. Agree the charging principles set out below, and delegate to the Town Clerk in 
consultation with the Retrofit Working Group the authority to make changes to 
charges consistent with those principles. 

3. Delegate to the Town Clerk in consultation with the Retrofit Working Group the 
authority to agree with E.on Energy and/or Happy Energy the price for any Home 
Assessments carried out on their behalf. 
 

RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to approve all three of 
the above proposals.  
 
20:31 – County Councillor Groskop left the meeting. 

 
21/063  Market Town Investment Group – To receive an update on the availability of 
a grant, to consider applying and agree use(s) for the funding.  
Councillor Brownlow reported that MTIG funding was available to the sum of £20,000 for 
capital projects and £30,000 for revenue costs, the sums to be spread across all market 
towns in South Somerset. Ideas needed to be submitted before Christmas. MTIG would 
prefer match funding from Councils. Councillors discussed the issue. 
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and agreed to request funding for new parish 
boundary signs. Nine votes in favour; One against. 
 
 
21/064  Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020-21 – To note receipt 
of the AGAR from the external auditor. 
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Noted. 
 

21/065  To note progress setting the budget for 2022-23. 
The Clerk reported that she had prepared a draft budget based on the current budget 
structure and had also constructed a new structure, based on the different assets and 
activities with which the Council was involved. These had been presented to the last Finance 
and Resources Committee meeting and the Clerk was working on amendments agreed at that 
meeting.  
Councillor Robinson noted that grant applications would be considered in early January. 

 
21/066  Bank Reconciliations 

To approve the bank reconciliations for the HSBC current and deposit accounts and 
the Unity Trust current account and deposit accounts to 31st October 2021. 

The HSBC bank reconciliation was not available because the bank statement had not been 
received.  
 
The Unity Trust bank reconciliation had been checked by Councillor Fradley before the 
meeting. 
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed ad unanimously agreed to approve the Unity Trust 
bank reconciliation to 31st October as presented.  
 
21/067  Budget Position 

To note the budget report to 31st October 2021. 
Noted. 

 
21/068  Accounts for Payment - Members to consider the schedule of payments 
(November 2021) 

 
20:45 – Councillors Anderton and Buckland left the meeting due to the 
previously declared disclosable pecuniary interests.  
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to approve the payments 
as presented.  

 
20:46 – Councillors Anderton and Buckland returned to the meeting.  

 
21/069  Reports Council to receive reports from: 

a) Members representing the Council on outside/other bodies 
Abbey Ponds Working Group – Councillor Brownlow reported that the Community 
Development Officer had been in contact with Historic England to ask for permission to cut 
down scrub and vegetation at the centre of the field. The Secretary of State’s decision was 
expected within 42 days and no work could take place until it had been received.  
 

b)  Town Councillors 
Councillor Pickering asked if a zebra crossings could be installed at Burrowfields (near the 
Enterprise Centre) and at the park, close to King’s School. 
 
Councillor Buckland reported that he had been speaking with the food bank organisers 
regarding a Christmas present drop for children whose families are in receipt of help from 
the food bank. This could be organised to coincide with the classic car run on 18th December.  
 
Councillor Brownlow reported that he had received a complaint about the siting of bins from 
a High Street business, which were often left in Higher Backway for long periods, rather than 
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being stored on the business’ premises. The Community Development Officer agreed to 
follow this up. 

Action 211130/7: Community Development Officer 
 
Councillor Brownlow reported that he had attended an online NALC training event called 
Making Housing More Affordable. The event had been upbeat and had highlighted renewed 
prominence of Neighbourhood Plans.    
 

c) Chairman 
Nothing to report.  

 
 

21/070  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC - To consider exclusion of press 
and public for remainder of meeting under Public Bodies Admissions To 
Meetings Act 1960, Section 1 (2) on the grounds that discussion of the following 
business relates to confidential information regarding a third party 
organisation. 

 

RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to exclude the press and 
public for the remainder of the meeting.  
 
Streaming to YouTube was switched off.  

 
21/071  To note that a building may be available to the Town Council to lease 
or purchase and to consider whether the Council would be interested in 
pursuing the matter.  
The Chair and the Clerk explained that, following recent contact, there was a possibility that 
a local building might be available for lease to or purchase by the Town Council. Councillors 
discussed the matter and instructed the Clerk to seek pre-planning advice regarding an 
aspect of the building that would need to be changed to make it suitable for Town Council 
use. 

Action 211130/8: Town Clerk 

 

RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to pursue the matter 
with the current owners of the building and to bring any decisions before a 
future Full Council meeting.   
 
The meeting ended at 21:03. 

 

 

Zöe Godden 

 
 

Zöe Godden 
Town Clerk 
 


