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Notes of an informal consultative meeting of the Planning and Consultation 
Committee held online via Zoom on 25th January 2022 

 

 

A video-recording of this meeting has been posted on Bruton Town Council’s Youtube channel and 
can be seen via this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JvuSjNFbHsI 
 
 

Present:               Councillors Abi Baker, Grahame Baker, Brownlow, Hood, Fradley, Jones & Robinson 

In the Chair:      Councillor Fradley 

In attendance:  The Assistant Clerk 
 

 

 

1. Election of Chair: 

Members agreed that since an official Committee Chair can only be elected at a formal, face-

to-face committee meeting it would be appropriate in the meantime to ask a Committee 

member to act as Chair at informal meetings. 

Members agreed 7-0-0 [for-against-abstain] to ask Councillor Fradley to chair this 

and future informal meetings of the Committee. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 

None 
 

3. Apologies for Absence 

No apologies had been received.  
 

 

4. Previous meeting 

Members agreed 6-0-0 that the written record of the informal consultative 

meeting of 21st December 2021 is an accurate account of the meeting. 
 

5. New planning applications 

Committee members discussed the following applications and Council officers will take their 

views into account before making recommendations to the Local Planning Authority (LPA) 

on behalf of the Council under delegated authority. 
 

i. 21/03698/HOU Linley, Quaperlake Street, Bruton BA10 0HG Conversion of existing 

outbuilding into studio and office space. 

Members noted that the proposals are comparatively modest, representing the rearrangement of 

an existing structure rather than a new construction, but they regretted the absence of a Design 

and Access Statement, without which the proposals are harder to understand.   They also noted 

that there was no mention of thermal insulation despite the declared carbon reduction policies of 

the Town, District and County Councils consequent on the declared Climate Emergency.    

Members agreed 7-0-0 to recommend APPROVAL of the application but requested 

that if the LPA were to grant planning permission it would impose a Planning 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JvuSjNFbHsI
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Condition requiring the applicant to ensure that the acoustic insulation of the 

proposed music studio is sufficient to ensure that the residential amenity of 

neighbouring residential properties would not be disturbed. 
 

ii. 22/00136/TPO Kings School Plox Bruton BA10 0ED Application to fell No. 4 trees and carry 

out tree surgery works to No. 2 trees as shown within the South Somerset District Council (BRUT 1) 

1998 Tree Preservation Order. 

Members understand that the proposed works represent good husbandry but expressed 

concerns about one of the trees to be felled, No42a, an English elm overhanging a road.   They 

could not identify it on the map so felt unable to recommend whether or not it should be felled; 

also it is unclear from the wording of the application whether the tree is alive or dead.    

Members agreed 7-0-0 to recommend APPROVAL of the proposed works on five 

out of the six trees covered by the application, but asked that if No 42a is still alive 

it be spared if possible as English elms are an increasingly rare and valued species. 
 

6. Previous planning applications – update 

i. 21/03355/HOU 22 St Catherines Hill, Bruton BA10 0DG  

Replacement of conservatory to rear elevation.   APPROVED 

ii. 21/03261/HOU & 21/03262/LBC Prospect House, Providence Place,  

Bruton BA10 0AZ    Demolition of existing outbuildings, reordering and extension of 

existing house.   APPROVED 
 

7. Light pollution in Bruton – update 

Previous informal meetings of the Committee have discussed light pollution from excessive 

street and external lighting at three locations on the Frome Road – the Eastfields and 

Cuckoo Hill junctions and the new Enterprise Centre – and at the Godminster Lane 

junction on Plox.   Developments since then include the following: 

➢ Somerset County Council Highways Department (Highways) has undertaken to check 
light readings from the new lights at the Plox and Eastfield junctions to ensure that they 
comply with the agreed design and Highways’ standards. 

➢ Highways may then look into possible mitigation measures in accordance with the official 
policy set out in Reduction of street lighting in Somerset. 

➢ However Highways has indicated that current standards for street lighting on major roads 
are very different to what was normal in the past and will not necessarily be considered 
acceptable by local residents. 

➢ A representative of The Countryside Charity (CPRE) has offered to lend support if the 
responsible authorities will not take action to reduce the deleterious impact of excessive 
lighting on Bruton’s Conservation Area.  It has also been suggested that the Town Council 
might consider commissioning a report from an expert on the law relating to the preservation 
of heritage assets. 
➢ The Planning Department of South Somerset District Council (SSDC) understands that the 
external lights at the new Enterprise Centre suffered some malfunctions but that these have 
now been rectified.   They have asked the Town Council to confirm whether this is so. 

➢ A report (below) from an Eastfield resident suggests that the street lights at the junction and 
the external lights at the Enterprise Centre are both still causing serious light pollution: 
 

1. “Flaps were added to the back of the tall streetlights a while ago and these did seem 
to help… [but] they were still too bright! Now it appears that the flaps have been 
swapped for something else/another type, which are almost useless and we’re back 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/reduction-of-street-lighting-in-somerset/
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to getting a huge amount of light pollution spillage into our gardens. This is really 
upsetting for everyone. 

2. The lights on the new [Enterprise Centre] building are still coming on for many hours 
of the day and night and we all want them to stop being used. They are unnecessary 
and a visual eyesore. 

Is there anything that can be done about both the above? Everyone is very stressed with 
the light pollution up here and it’s having a real impact on our quality of life” 

 

Members agreed that the increasingly intrusive street and other external lighting not only 

damages residential amenity but is also fundamentally changing the character of the town in 

gradual stages.   Three out of the four recent major lighting installations are outside Bruton’s 

Conservation Area but because of the local topography they still cast negative light over the 

town.   Highways lighting engineers sometimes give the impression that in their single minded 

focus on maximising road safety they are indifferent to any other considerations, including the 

impact of their designs on the wellbeing and quality of life of local residents. 
 

i. Members agreed 7-0-0 to ask Highways for a copy of the design assessment 

of the newly installed junction lighting, in accordance with the spirit of the 

Environmental Information Regulations 2004. 
 

ii. Members agreed 7-0-0 to ask Highways for a site meeting, after dark, to 

assess the impact on the Conservation Area of the new street lighting 

installations and to explore possible remedial measures. 
 

iii. Members agreed 7-0-0 to ask Highways to designate the whole of Bruton as a 

location for the conversion of street lamps to part night operation under its 

funding agreement with the South West Improvement and Efficiency 

Partnership. 
 

8. Road safety and pedestrian crossings on Dropping Lane:  

i. Some councillors and representatives of Hauser and Wirth met recently to consider road safety 

at the pedestrian crossing between the Community Gardens and Hauser and Wirth.   Highways 

has already undertaken to install warning signage, bollards and possibly road markings, but it 

was thought appropriate to ask for further speed reduction measures to be considered because 

the current road layout seems to encourage speeding along Dropping Lane.  

Members agreed 7-0-0 to ask Highways to explore the possibility of further speed 

reduction measures to improve road safety at the pedestrian crossing between the 

Community Gardens and Hauser and Wirth. 
 

ii. Members agreed that the ill-defined pedestrian crossing under the railway bridge and the adjacent 

‘virtual footway’ (white line ruling off the edge of the carriageway for pedestrian use) are not fit for 

purpose and expose the large number of pedestrians using it when walking between the town and 

Hauser and Wirth to an unacceptable level of risk. 

Members agreed 7-0-0 to ask Highways to explore a possible reconfiguration of the 

pedestrian crossing and virtual footway at the railway bridge to improve road safety. 
 

9. Next meeting – members agreed they would next meet informally on Tuesday 8th February.  
 

Patrick Pender-Cudlip 

Assistant Clerk 


