
 

 

 
Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Tuesday 22nd February 2022 in the 
Community Hall.  
 
Regrettably and for technical reasons only a small part of the meeting was streamed on YouTube. 
 
Present: Councillors Anderton, Abi Baker, Grahame Baker, Brownlow, Buckland, Crawford, Cullen, 
Fradley, Jones (Chair), and Robinson 

Also present: District Councillor Trimnell, County Councillor Groskop, Community Development 
Officer and Assistant Town Clerk. 

There were four members of the public present at the start of the meeting.  

The meeting started at 19:30. 

21/100.   Apologies for Absence  
Apologies had been received from Councillors Day, Hood and Pickering.   
 
21/101.   Declarations of Interests 
Councillor Buckland declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in items 21/105 a)ii and 21/118 
which related to (respectively) a payment to and a possible contract with his employer. 
 
21/102.   Minutes of previous meetings  
 

RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to approve the minutes of the 
meetings held on 18th January and 8th February 2022.  
 
21/103.   Public Question Time No members of the public wished to speak at this point.  

 
21/104.   To review the action points from previous meetings. 

The list of action points was noted.  Councillor Robinson reported that he had found a 
locum Clerk as per an action agreed at the extraordinary meeting on 8th February 2022 

  
At the suggestion of the Chair and for the convenience of members of the public attending item 
21/105 e) was discussed at this point in the meeting.   See below for details. 

 
21/105.   Minutes and Recommendations from Committees and Working Groups: 
 

a) Abbey Ponds Working Group 
i. Councillors took note of the written account of the meeting held on 7th December 2021.  

ii. It was agreed to defer discussion of quotes for surfacing work on the hoggin path to 
the end of the meeting when the public and press could be excluded (if deemed 
appropriate) without inconveniencing members of the public attending.  

 
b) Bruton Primary Access Working Group 

i. RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed that the draft 
terms of reference be accepted with an added provision, that only a 
Councillor was entitled to chair the Working Group. 

ii. RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed that Councillors 
Brownlow and Cullen be appointed to the Working Group. 

iii. RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to send a letter 
drafted by Councillor Hood to building contractors working at Provender 
Mill whose operations had created access difficulties at the school. 

Action 220222/1: Cllr Hood & Assistant Clerk 
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c) Finance and Resources Committee – Councillors noted the written account of the 
meeting of 11th January whose decisions were agreed by the Full Council on 18th January 2022. 

 
d) Footpaths Working Group 

i. RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed that the work plan 
drafted by Councillor Hood be adopted, that Councillor Hood be 
commended for its excellence, and that other Working Groups and 
Committees consider creating similar work plans for themselves.  

ii. RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed that the Town Clerk 
in conjunction with Councillors Crawford or Hood be authorised to spend 
up to £100 on hall hire and other costs incidental to the proposed ‘Bruton 
Walking Weekend’ of 23rd and 24th April 2022.  

Action 220222/2: Town Clerk 
 
 

e) Planning and Consultation Committee (discussed after item 21/104 above)  
i. Councillors took note of the written accounts of the meetings held on 25th January and 

9th February 2022. 
ii. Light pollution in Bruton. Residents who had complained about the impact of new 

lighting installations were invited to share their experiences and made the following points: 
➢ The height of the lamp standards and the power of the lamps effectively 

floodlights nearby properties in Burrowfields and along the Frome Road. 
➢ Bedrooms are flooded with light making it difficult or impossible to sleep and 

damaging the health and wellbeing of the residents affected.  Any shielding 
that has been fitted is largely ineffective. 

➢ The quantity and intensity of the light is highly damaging environmentally.  The 
night sky cannot be observed or appreciated from gardens flooded with light, and 
wildlife is so confused that birdsong can be heard at one o’clock in the morning.  

➢ There is very little night-time traffic on the Frome Road so the Eastfield and 
Burrowfield (and Cuckoo Hill) junctions are not ‘conflict areas’ at night and their 
blazing lighting installations are overblown and over the top.  

➢ The external lights at the Enterprise Centre glare unnecessarily late into the 
evening, well after the businesses based there have closed for the day. 

➢ Bruton’s Conservation Area is overlooked by the new lighting installations and 
blighted by their excessive illumination. 

District Councillor Trimnell drew attention to the Planning Conditions for the external 
lighting at the Enterprise Centre, the Assistant Clerk summarised his largely fruitless 
exchanges with different County Council and District Council departments, and 
County Councillor Groskop described how her previous attempts to get Highways to 
reduce the excessive lighting on Cuckoo Hill had been no more successful. 

 

Councillors endorsed many of the points made and added some further observations: 
➢ County Highways’ Reduction of Street Lighting in Somerset policy was a 

project piloted some eleven years ago but now apparently abandoned. 
➢ The high intensity white light which most disturbs residents is apparently more 

cost effective than the more environmentally friendly yellow light. 
➢ Turning off street lights in the middle of the night does not necessarily save 

money because different tariffs may be applied. 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed that the Council 
continue to support residents in combatting light pollution and invite 
County Highways representatives to attend a public meeting where they 
could hear and address the concerns of residents. 

Action 220222/3: Assistant Clerk 
 

f) Retrofit Working Group – Councillors noted the written account of the notes of the 
meeting held on 4th February 2022. 
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21/106.   Reports from District and County Councillors. 
 

District Councillor Lucy Trimnell is in discussions with the Primary School Governors 
and the District Council (SSDC) about possible access improvements at the school, and she has 
been promoting the work of the Avon and Somerset Local Resilience Forum in helping 
residents affected by power outages or flooding.  She was pleased to note that roadside waste 
and refuse collections are becoming more reliable.  
 

County Councillor Anna Groskop welcomed the return of Saturday coffee mornings which 
raise funds for local charities, and she suggested that the Town Council might like to invite a 
South Somerset Community Aided Transport (CAT) bus representative to address a Council 
meeting.   She had previously submitted a County Council Briefing covering Covid-19, Local 
Government reorganisation, budgets, Council Tax, libraries and climate change. 
 
21/107.   Somerset Bus Partnership (SBP). 
The SBP has reported a Local Government Association finding that if the Government does not 
extend Covid bus funding beyond the end of March 2022 a 30% reduction of bus services is 
likely.  It has asked the Council to write to our MP and the buses Minister pointing out that 
such a cut would have disastrous consequences for Bruton residents who depend on buses. 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed that the Council write to 
David Warburton MP and Baroness Vere, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of 
State for Transport, to urge that funding for rural bus services be maintained. 

Action 220222/4: Assistant Clerk 
 
21/108.   End Fuel Poverty Coalition 

a) Councillor Jones noted that despite all that had been done to alleviate fuel poverty it is 
estimated that thousands of households remain in fuel poverty in our area, so attempting 
to end fuel poverty by 2030 was a worthwhile enterprise. 

b) Councillor Jones went on to observe that the Covid pandemic had brought out the best 
in Bruton, with large numbers of volunteers rallying round to support residents who 
were badly affected, troubled or at risk.  He suggested that it would be appropriate for 
the Council to commit to a similar response to help those facing hardship because of 
rapidly rising fuel costs and he was able to confirm that it could join the End Fuel 
Poverty Coalition without charge.   Some Councillors suggested that since fuel poverty is 
a national and international problem it is outside the remit and way beyond the 
influence of Bruton Town Council, making any commitment to end fuel poverty look 
perilously like political flag waving or virtue signalling.   Conversely, other Councillors 
maintained that signposting the Council’s commitment to helping residents troubled by 
fuel poverty would be appropriate and the Council could provide real support, for 
example by passing on contact details of relevant agencies like the hardship funds run by 
the British Legion, the Local Authority Delivery Scheme (LAD2) and others. 
 

RESOLVED: It was proposed and agreed 4-3-3 [For-against-abstain] that the 
motion previously submitted (see below) be amended by striking out clauses 
ii. iii and vi. 
 

RESOLVED: It was proposed and agreed 8-0-2 that the Council create a 
strategy to end fuel poverty in the area by 2030 by adopting the following 
measures (excluding those struck out): 

i. working with the District Council to improve the energy efficiency of 
Council and housing association housing stock 

ii. encouraging the enforcement of existing energy efficiency regulations and property 
standards, particularly in the private rented sector 

iii. supporting the improvement of private tenants’ rights 
iv. providing accessible information, advice and guidance in a variety of 

formats to those most in need 



 

 4 

v. maximising the incomes of low-income households through signposting 
to District Council-administered benefits 

vi. requesting the District Council to report every six months on progress in ending fuel 
poverty. 

vii. becoming a Member of the End Fuel Poverty Coalition. 
 

Action 220222/5: Town Clerk 
 

21/109.  Events Committee – A full consideration of the draft terms of reference for the 
Committee was deferred until the March meeting but the Committee is still able to keep 
meeting in the meantime.  
 
21/110. Younger and Older Persons’ Representative 
 

RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed that the position of 
Younger and Older Persons’ Representative recommended by the Rural Services 
Network be filled by Councillor Abi Baker. 
 
21/111. Tree Warden  
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed that the position of Tree 
Warden be filled by Nick Truman who would report to the Town Committee. 
 
21/112. Defibrillators 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed that the Town  
Council assume responsibility for the replacement of consumables for the two 
new defibrillators at the Unionist Club and Enterprise Centre, with regular 
monitoring to be undertaken by Councillors Abi Baker and Grahame Baker.  
 
21/113. Station Road Car Park  
Councillors considered an update on the progress of the project.   It was noted that although 
estimating the precise cost of the chosen option might be difficult to it would be inappropriate 
to make a firm commitment without having a pretty good idea of the cost.   Also, construction 
costs are rising rapidly and it would be imprudent to proceed without a properly costed Plan B.   
Councillors agreed to add Councillor Cullen to a revived project steering group and the group 
was tasked with drawing up properly costed alternatives for the Full Council to consider at an 
extraordinary meeting. 
 
21/114. Play Area 
Councillors noted that work to replace three items of play equipment will commence on 4th 
April 2022 and will last for approximately three weeks.  
 
21/115. BruBowl Tender document 
Councillors agreed to defer consideration of the tender document to the March meeting which 
would allow more time for possible amendments. 
 
21/116. Bank Reconciliations 
Councillors noted the bank reconciliations for the HSBC current and deposit accounts and the 
Unity Trust current account, to 31st January 2022. 
 
21/117. Budget Position 
Councillors noted the budget report to 31st January 2022. 
 
21/118. Accounts for Payment - Members to consider the schedule of payments 
(February 2022) 
 

Councillor Buckland left the meeting due to the previously declared disclosable pecuniary interest.  
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RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to approve the payments 
as presented.  
 

Councillor Buckland returned to the meeting. 
 

21/119. Reports – The Council received brief reports as follows: 
a) Reports from Members representing the Council on outside/other bodies: 

Councillor Brownlow: the Market Towns Infrastructure Group is being wound up 
and he will try to ensure that Bruton was fairly treated in the distribution of any 
funds released. 

 
b) Town Councillor reports: 

➢ Councillor Crawford: there are no longer any waiting list for allotments. 
➢ Councillor Abi Baker: the existing stock of sandbags have degraded.   It was agreed 

that the Clerk be asked to arrange replacements. 
Action 220222/6: Town Clerk 

➢ Councillor Buckland: the vegetation has been cleared from Park Wall and the 
contractor commissioned to repair the wall has been contacted. 

➢ Councillor Grahame Baker: the Council might consider investigating and setting up a 
fundraising collection point in Bruton for Somerset and Dorset Air Ambulance. 

 
c)    Chairman’s report: 

➢ The Somerset Wildlife Trust has a useful mapping tool, and if the parishes of (say) 
Pitcombe, Bruton, Brewham and Lamyatt were to get together it could help them 
access useful data and make contact with a wide range of helpful organisations. 

➢ Representatives of Youth Connect South West will be visiting the area and looking 
into ways of improving its facilities for young people. 

➢ The Chairman recently attended a useful and promising meeting of the South 
East Somerset Pilot Local Community Network. 

 
21/120.  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC  
 

RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to exclude the press and 
public for the remainder of meeting under Public Bodies Admissions To Meetings 
Act 1960, Section 1 (2) on the grounds that discussion of the following business 
relates to confidential information regarding commercial and staffing matters. 

 

Councillor Buckland left the meeting due to his previously declared disclosable pecuniary interest. 
 

21/105 a) ii Path at Abbey Ponds (deferred from earlier in the meeting) 
 

RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed that the contract for 
surfacing work at either end of the hoggin path be awarded to SLR. 
 
21/121. Pay in lieu of leave 
 

RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed that the Town Clerk be 
paid for annual leave not taken. 
 
The meeting ended at 21:26. 

 
 
Patrick Pender-Cudlip 
Assistant Town Clerk 
 
 
 


