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Minutes of an EXTRAORDINARY MEETING of the TOWN COUNCIL held at Bruton 
Methodist Chapel on Tuesday 8th March 2022.   
 
Present: Councillors Anderton, G. Baker, Brownlow, Buckland, Crawford, Cullen, Day, Fradley, 
Jones (Chair), Pickering and Robinson. 
 
Also present: District Councillor Trimnell, Community Development Officer and Locum Clerk 
Zöe Godden.  
 
There were no members of the public present at the start of the meeting.  
 
The meeting started at 19:31. 
 
21/122 Apologies for absence  
Apologies had been received from Councillor Hood. 
 
21/123 Declarations of interest  
Councillor Anderton declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in item 21/128 b) ii as it related to 
his spouse’s working hours. 
 
It was agreed to take item 21/125 at this point in the meeting. 
 
21/125 Notice boards - to agree the purchase and placement of two new Town Council 
notice boards. 
The Community Development Officer explained the need for two more notice boards to be 
located at Burrowfields and Jubilee Park. Following a successful grant application to SSDC, the 
Market Towns Investment Group would provide 50% match funding for the cost of the notice 
boards. Following research, the Community Development Officer recommended a wood-effect, 
magnetic, lockable design from Kedel, made of recycled plastic, at a cost of £440.63 each. 
There followed some discussion about other locations for new notice boards. The Locum Clerk 
noted that permission would need to be sought from landowners if the Town Council wished to 
place notice boards at locations other than those owned or leased by the Town Council. The 
Community Development Officer was instructed to look into these. 

Action 220308/1: CDO 
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to approve the purchase of 
the two Kedel notice boards, to be located at Burrowfields and Jubilee Park. The 
final location of the notice board at Jubilee Park would be decided by the Jubilee 
Park Development Programme Working Group.  

Action 220308/2: CDO 
 
19:36 – Vicky Hazelgrove joined the meeting.  

 
21/124 BruBowl tender - to consider the tender document and proposed timelines. 
The Chair asked Vicky Hazelgrove, Chair of the BruBowl Working Group, to explain the timeline 
of the project. Vicky reported that the working group was keen to get to the stage of appointing a 
contractor because subsequent milestones in the project could not be achieved until this was 
done. The previous Town Clerk had liaised with SSDC officers, who had recently produced  
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tender documents for skate park renewal projects in Yeovil and had tailored a template, supplied 
by SSDC, for Bruton’s use. Vicky said that fundraising was going well.  
Pre-application advice for the project had been received from SSDC planning officers that day 
and the Community Development Officer summarised the content.  
The Chair summarised the various sources of funding for the project and noted that S106 monies 
would be available from the Cubis development, although their release date needed to be verified. 

Action 220308/3: Chairman 
 
It was noted that permission would need to be sought from Hugh Sexey’s Trust as the landowner 
of the site.  
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to approve the tender 
document, with the incorporation of the following changes: 
 

• The chosen contractor must undertake to liaise closely with Historic England 
due to the proximity of the site to the Dovecote Scheduled Monument. 

• Contractors should be asked to provide designs for £100,000 and £150,000, 
in case the larger design proved to be too large to gain the required planning 
permission.  

• The requirement for the engagement of a heritage consultant and the 
inclusion of an ecology survey should be added to the tender document. 

Action 220308/4: Town Clerk 
 
19:57 – Vicky Hazelgrove left the meeting. 
 
21/125 Notice boards - to agree the purchase and placement of two new Town Council 
notice boards. 
This matter was dealt with after item 21/123 above.  

 
21/126 Confidential Business - motion to exclude the Public 

To consider whether it is in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily 
excluded and instructed to withdraw because of the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted, namely a commercial contract and a staffing matter. 
 

RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to exclude the press and 
public for the remainder of the meeting.  

 
19:58 – District Councillor Trimnell left the meeting.  

 
21/127  Station Road car park - to consider quotations for planning reports and to 
receive updated project cost estimates. 
The Chair reminded everyone that, at the February Full Council meeting, Carter Jonas had been 
selected as the Planning Consultant for the Station Road car park project. Carter Jonas had 
subsequently obtained quotes for the reports (Ecology, Flood Risk and Transport) that would 
need to be submitted with the planning application. These quotes had been received too late for 
inclusion on the agenda for the February Full Council meeting. The Chair went on to summarise 
the quotes. There was some discussion about the total cost to the council of engaging the 
planning consultant and obtaining the required reports. It was noted that the total cost would be 
within budget. It was further noted that, without planning permission, the project would not be 
able to go ahead.  
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Councillors had a general discussion about electric vehicle charging points, although this matter 
did not require any decisions at this time.  
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and agreed to accept the quotes from SW Ecology 
(ecology report), GWD (flood risk report) and Bellamy Consulting (transport 
report) at costs of £385, £1300 and £950 respectively.  
Seven votes in favour; Four votes against. Motion carried. 

Action 220308/5: Town Clerk 
 
21/128 Staffing matters 

a) Appointment of a Locum Clerk 
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to appoint Jo Swift to work 
as a Locum Clerk until a substantive Clerk could be recruited.  
 

b) To consider requests from members of staff for: 
i. Flexible working arrangements 

The Chair explained the reasons for the staff member requesting to reduce their contracted hours. 
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to reduce the staff member’s 
contracted hours from 37 to 25 per week.  

Action 220308/6: Town Clerk 
 

ii. Additional hours work to be taken in lieu. 
 
20:21 – Councillor Anderton left the meeting. 
 
The Chair explained the reasons for the member of staff wishing to carry over 14 hours of time-off 
in lieu over into the next financial year.  
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to approve the request. 
 
 
The meeting ended at 20:23. 
 
 

Zöe Godden 

 
Zöe Godden 
Locum Clerk 


