
 

 1 

  
 

Minutes of the Town Council meeting held in the Community Hall on Tuesday 
April 26th, 2022 at 7.30pm 

 
 Present:             Councillors: Anderton, Abi Baker, Brownlow, Buckland (from item 

22/160), Crawford, Fradley, Jones, Pickering and Robinson  
In the chair:       Councillor Jones 
In Attendance:  District Councillor Lucy Trimnell 

County Councillor Anna Groskop 
The Assistant Town Clerk 
4 members of the public 

 
21/154 Welcome 

The Chairman welcomed Councillors and those attending. 
 

21/155            Public question time 
There were no questions or comments from members of the public. 

 

21/156 Apologies 
Apologies had been received from Councillors Grahame Baker, Cullen and 
Hood who were unable to attend, and from Councillor Buckland who 
would be slightly late. 
 

21/157            Declarations of Interests 
Councillor Anderton declared an interest in respect of payments to himself 
and an interest was declared on behalf of Councillor Buckland in respect of 
payments to his employer. 

 

21/158 Minutes of previous meetings 
It was RESOLVED 8-0-0 [For-against-abstain] that the minutes of 
the Full Council meetings of 18th and 29th March 2022 be adopted 
as a true and accurate record. 
 

21/159 Reports from District Councillor Lucy Trimnell and 
County Councillor Anna Groskop. 
Councillor Groskop congratulated the Library for a highly successful 
coffee morning which had raised c.£200 and raised the Library’s 
public profile.   She welcomed the slight reduction in the light 
pollution at Eastfield and the anti-flooding measures of recent years 
and she urged the Council to continue her practice of reminding the 
Highways Department of Somerset County Council (County 
Highways) each year to clear mud and debris from road gullies. 
After 27 years as (successively) a Town, District and County 
Councillor she was retiring, it had been an honour and a pleasure to 
have served Bruton all this time and she was glad to have been able 
to help put the town on the map. 
 
The Chair and Councillors thanked her for her many years of loyal service 
to the town and local community. 
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Councillor Trimnell reported a disappointing increase in dog mess and 
urged residents to let the District Council (SSDC) know about badly 
affected areas via the Report It! feature on the SSDC website.  Fly tipping 
is also a problem and SSDC is considering whether to waive recycling 
charges for DIY construction waste.   SSDC is developing measures to 
address the delays in the planning process arising from the phosphate 
discharge problem. 
 

Councillor Buckland arrived while this report was being delivered. 
 

21/160 Minutes and Recommendations from Committees and 
Working Groups: 

 

a) Events Committee 
i. Councillors had received notes of the Committee meeting held on 

12th April 2022 and heard about plans to celebrate the royal Jubilee. 
ii. It was RESOLVED 9-0-0 to agree a budget of not more than 

£500 to meet the costs of the Jubilee celebrations, with 
individual items to be authorised by the Acting Clerk and 
Community Development Officer in consultation with 
Councillor Buckland and the Chair. 

 
b) Planning Committee 

i. Councillors had received the notes of the informal Committee meetings 
held on 22nd March and 5th April. 

ii. It was agreed that the Library Junction design proposed by County 
Highways under the Somerset County Council (SCC) Small 
Improvement Scheme (SIS) should be discussed at the Full Council 
meeting on 31st May.   This would give councillors time to consider 
any changes mooted by County Highways following a Zoom meeting 
between Highways officers and town councillors. 

iii. The Assistant Clerk gave a brief update on attempts to alleviate light 
pollution along the Frome Road and at Plox.  Councillors were most 
appreciative of the helpful and responsive way in which the SCC Major 
Projects Manager had engaged with the Town Council and individual 
residents, but despite all his efforts there has been very little progress 
in the Town Council’s struggle against light pollution and County 
Highways remain insistent on applying national standards without 
regard for local circumstances. 

iv. Councillors noted that Abri’s proposals to retrofit external wall 
insulation and change the external wall materials of dwellings at 
Eastfield and Brue Avenue was to be discussed at an informal online 
meeting of the Planning & Consultation Committee on Wednesday 27th 
April, and that interested members of the public were welcome to 
attend via Zoom or watch and listen via the Council’s YouTube channel. 
 

c) Town Committee 
i. Councillors had received the minutes of the Committee meeting held 

on 15th March. 
ii. Councillors noted the recommendations of the Committee in respect 

of the Methodist Church and planting at the Packhorse Bridge and 
Jubilee Park. 
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iii. It was pointed out that, contrary to what was suggested in the Agenda, 
Working Groups report to the Town Committee rather than to the Full 
Council, except the CEEWG (see below). 
 

d) Climate and Ecological Emergency Working Group (CEEWG) 
i. Councillors had received notes of the meeting of 4th April 2022. 

ii. Councillors noted and agreed that Dee Mullis and Nick Truman 
would join the working group. 

 
21/161 Station Road car park: 

i. Councillors received a report on the current position with regards to 
the grant from the Market Towns Investment Group (MTIG). It was 
agreed that the Council was not be in a position to guarantee that 
the works would be completed by September, but once planning 
consent was granted it would be able to produce a project plan 
including costs and a timeline.   It would inform SSDC of this and, 
depending on SSDC’s response, consult the community and decide 
how to proceed. 

ii. It was RESOLVED 9-0-0 that the planning application for 
the proposed works which had already been prepared 
would be submitted to the Local Planning Authority. 
 

21/162 The Castle public house 
It was agreed that the reason for the Council nominating The Castle as an 
Asset of Community Value was that there were reasons to believe that it 
might cease to operate as a public house, but this no longer appeared likely. 
It was RESOLVED 9-0-0 to inform SSDC that the Town Council 
had formally decided not to exercise a Community Right to Bid 
for The Castle public house. 

 
21/163 Bank Reconciliations – Councillors noted the bank reconciliations for 

all the current and deposit accounts to 31st March 2022. 
 
At this point Councillors Anderton and Buckland left the meeting. 
 
21/164 Accounts for Payment 

The Council noted direct debit payments for April 2022  
It was RESOLVED 7-0-0 to approve the schedule of payments for 
April 2022 

 
At this point Councillors Anderton and Buckland returned to the meeting. 
 
21/165 Receipts – Receipts for 1st - 26th April 2022 were noted. 
 
21/166 Reports - to receive reports from: 

i. Town Councillors 
Councillor Buckland reported on a number of cases of anti-social 
behaviour and dog fouling in Jubilee Park. 
Councillor Abi Baker reported on the damaged pedestrian bridge in 
Berkeley Gardens 
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Councillor Crawford reported on Durslade allotments and the Walking 
Weekend. 
Councillors Pickering and Brownlow in turn said what a privilege it had been 
spending many years serving the local community on the Town Council. 

ii. Chairman 
Councillor Jones paid tribute to the fund-raising efforts of Bruton 
Scouts and the work of the Rector of St Mary’s and other members of 
the local community to help the people of Ukraine.  

 
21/167 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC  

It was RESOLVED 9-0-0 to exclude the press and public for the 
remainder of the meeting under the Public Bodies Admissions 
to Meetings Act 1960, Section 1 (2) on the grounds that the 
remaining items to be discussed included confidential matters 
of a commercial nature and confidential information regarding 
staffing matters.   

 
21/168 Bruton station access 

It was RESOLVED 9-0-0 to approach interested parties in 
support of a joint initiative in negotiations with another 
interested party to improve access to Bruton station. 
 

21/169 Staffing arrangements 
i. It was RESOLVED 9-0-0 to increase the hours of the 

Retrofit Project Officer to 18 hours per week with effect 
from 1st May 2022. 

ii. It was RESOLVED 9-0-0 to increase the salary of the 
Retrofit Project Officer in line with a recently completed 
course and qualification, with effect from 1st June 2022 or 
whatever later date the qualification becomes effective. 

iii. It was RESOLVED 9-0-0 to defer consideration of the recruiting 
of a suitably qualified permanent Town Clerk to the meeting of 
May 31st, and that in the meantime Sam Winter be employed as 
Town Clerk and Proper Officer on a short-term contract. 

iv. It was RESOLVED 9-0-0 to increase the hours of the 
Assistant Clerk to 20 hours per week for a period of at least 
three months, and that the employee’s salary be increased 
in line with the greater responsibilities undertaken. 

 

The meeting ended at 9.57pm  
  
   
Chairman ……………………………….                                                          Date               


