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DRAFT Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held in the 
Community Hall on Tuesday June 28th 2022 at 7.30pm 

 

Present:              Councillors: Anderton, Grahame Baker, Buckland, Coulter, Crawford,  
Cullen (up to Item 4di), Fradley, Hood, Jones, Robinson, Taylor and Wilson 

In the chair:       Councillor Jones 
In Attendance:  District & County Councillor Lucy Trimnell 

County Councillor Tom Power 
Deputy Town Clerk 
 

22/042 Apologies 
Councillor Abi Baker sent apologies for being unable to attend 
 

22/043 Declarations of Interests 
Councillor Buckland declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in Items 22/045, 
22/046biv, 22/049 and 22/054 as an employee of interested parties. 
Councillor Coulter declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in Item 22/048 as an 
employee of an interested party and a personal interest in Item 22/046bii as a 
library fund-raiser. 
Councillor Robinson declared personal interests in Item 22/046bii as a Library 
Trustee and in Item 22/057 as he has dealt with interested parties in a professional 
capacity. 
 

22/044 Minutes of previous meetings 
It was RESOLVED 12-0-0 [For-against-abstain] that the minutes of the 
Full Council meeting of 31st May 2022 be adopted as a true and 
accurate record. 

 

For the benefit of members of the public who were present and wished to comment on 
Agenda Item 6 - Bruton School for Girls the Chairman agreed to bring this item forward. 
 

At this point Councillors Buckland, Coulter and Cullen left the meeting on account of having 
disclosable pecuniary interests in the matter to be discussed. 

 

22/045 Bruton School for Girls (BSG) 
Three members of the public with personal connections to BSG explained to the 
Council why they feel aggrieved.   At Easter parents were told that BSG would be 
staying open for at least 30 months but just seven weeks later it was announced 
that the school would be closing in the summer, so parents who believed what they 
had been told and kept their children on at the school felt very badly let down.   
They had also been disappointed at what they saw as a lack of transparency and a 
failure to keep them informed about the developing situation, and they did not feel 
that their girls had received the support they had been promised and deserved in 
their efforts to find alternative educational provision. 
Councillors expressed great sympathy for the girls and their families and great 
sadness at the school’s plight.   They recognise that it has been an important local 
asset for more than a hundred years, enjoying strong support from local 
benefactors as well as public funding, and throughout this time it has made a 
major contribution to the local community. 
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It was RESOLVED 8-0-1 that the Council would engage fully with 
Kings School in the interests of ensuring that the assets of Bruton 
School for Girls are used in furtherance of its charitable purposes 
and for the benefit of Bruton and Pitcombe parishes and the local 
community. 
 

It was RESOLVED 9-0-0 that the Council would support Pitcombe 
Parish Council if it were to decide to submit an application to have 
any part of the Bruton School for Girls estate registered as an Asset 
of Community Value.   
 

At this point Councillors Buckland, Coulter and Cullen returned to the meeting. 
 

22/046 Minutes and Recommendations from Committees and from those 
Working Groups that report to the Full Council: 

 

a) Events Committee - The Council received the draft minutes of the 
Committee meeting held on 9th June 2022. 

 

b) Finance and Resources Committee – the Council received the draft 
minutes of the Committee meeting held on 21st June 2022 and made the 
following observations and recommendations: 
 

i. Earmarked reserves – the Council noted that the figures for earmarked 
reserves require verification. 

Action 220628/1 - locum Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) 
 

At this point Councillors Coulter and Robinson left the meeting on account of having personal 
interests in the matter to be discussed. 
 

ii. Bruton Library 
Councillors considered a request for a contribution to the cost of the 
proposed library extension. 
It was RESOLVED 10-0-0 to approve a grant of £1,500 from the 
Project and Grant Fund earmarked reserve to Bruton Library. 

 

At this point Councillors Coulter and Robinson returned to the meeting. 
 

iii. Staff recruitment 
It was RESOLVED 12-0-0 to delegate authority to the Project 
Officer in consultation with Councillors Anderton, Hood, 
Jones and Robinson to advertise and recruit a Town Clerk 
and Responsible Financial Officer, having the two roles either 
combined in a single appointment or separated into two 
appointments, with the total weekly hours worked not 
exceeding 30 hours. 
 

Action 220628/2 - Project Officer & the four named Councillors 
 

At this point Councillor Buckland left the meeting on account of having a disclosable 
pecuniary interest in the matter to be discussed. 
 

iv. Grounds maintenance contract 

It was RESOLVED 10-0-1 that SLR be paid an additional £189 per 

month to cover increased fuel costs, with effect from 1st April 2022 

when the increased costs of fuel began to have a serious impact on 

the viability of the contract.  
 

At this point Councillor Buckland returned to the meeting. 
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c) Planning and Consultation Response Committee 
 

i. Library Junction - Councillor Hood explained that Somerset County 
Council (SCC) had awarded a Small Improvement Scheme grant for the 
improvement of the Library junction, where Patwell, Quaperlake, Coombe 
and the High Streets meet.  Consultants employed by Bruton Town Council 
and designers employed by the County Highways Department (Highways) 
have come up with rather different designs, in particular as follows:  
➢ Bruton design: at the junction the High Street carriageway should be 

restricted to a single lane and rise to the level of the footways 
(pavements) on either side, thereby signalling to motorists that the 
raised ‘table’ is ‘shared-space’ for pedestrians and vehicles. 

➢ The Highways design: at the junction the High Street carriageway 
should divide into two lanes but without a splitter island, and the 
carriageway should remain below the level of the footways. 

 

It was RESOLVED 12-0-0 to await feedback from SCC’s new 
Transport and Digital Portfolio holder in the hope of finding a 
mutually acceptable way forward. 
 

ii. Abri Retrofit project - The Council received a report on the consultation 
event organised by Abri for tenants to explain plans to improve the thermal 
insulation and sustainability of Abri properties on Brue Avenue and Eastfields. 

 

d) Town Committee 
i. The Council received the draft minutes of the Committee meeting held on 

14th June 2022. 
 

At this point Councillor Cullen had to leave the meeting for personal reasons. 
 

ii. BruBowl Working Group - the Council received an update. 
iii. Cuckoo Hill allotments - The Council received an oral report on the 

meeting with allotment holders on 25th June.   The idea of forming an 
allotment managements association failed to garner support.   More 
immediately, it was accepted that on this occasion at least the inside of the 
perimeter hedge would have to be cut by hand.   The RFO will obtain a 
number of quotes for the work and chose the most appropriate.  

iv. Methodist Church - It was noted that the Council is applying for an 
Awards for All grant to fund research into the extent of community support 
for the proposed purchase of the Church and the viability of the proposal.  

Action 220628/3 – Assistant Clerk 
 

e) Bruton and Cary Retrofit Working Group – The Council received notes 
of the Group meeting of 24th June 2022. 
 

f) Climate and Ecological Emergency Working Group (CEEWG) 
Jane Durney from One Planet Bruton gave an account of the CEEWG’s formation 
and achievements to date and presented a draft Action Plan.  She asked 
Councillors for feedback by the end of July so that she could present a final 
version of the Action Plan to the Council’s Town Committee in September.   
Among matters discussed was the crucial importance of upgrading the insulation 
and sustainability of private homes if Bruton is to meet the Council’s ambition of 
reaching net zero carbon emissions by 2030.   
 

Councillors expressed support for the draft Action Plan and thanked Jane and her 
colleagues at One Planet Bruton for all they are doing for the town. 
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22/047 Reports from District and County Councillors 

District and County Councillor Lucy Trimnell and County Councillor Tom Power 
reported on what they had been doing for the local community and on 
preparations for the establishment of the new unitary authority in April 2023. 

 

22/048 Energy Contract 
It was pointed out that none of the tariffs quoted in the documentation supporting 
this item were based on 100% renewable sources as required (where practicable) 
by a policy adopted by the Council following its declaration of a climate emergency.   
It was agreed that the Council would look into the current availability and cost of 
100% renewable multi-year fixed tariffs (including any offered by its current 
supplier) and make a decision at the next Full Council meeting. 

Action 220628/4 - Assistant Clerk 
 

At this point Councillor Buckland left the meeting on account of a disclosable pecuniary 
interest in the matter to be discussed. 
 

22/049 Pump House 
Councillors understand that the floor of the Pump House needs replacing and a 
local contractor has quoted a figure of £384.00 for the repair, but the Pump 
House is a Grade II Listed Building so it is necessary to seek advice from the 
Local Planning Authority before proceeding any further. 

Action 220628/5 – Deputy Clerk 
 

At this point Councillor Buckland returned to the meeting. 
 

22/050 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2021/22 
 

i. The Council received the internal audit report for 2021/22 
ii. It was RESOLVED 11-0-0 to approve the Annual Governance 

Statement (AGAR section 1) for 2021/22 
iii. It was RESOLVED 11-0-0 to approve the Accounting Statements 

(AGAR section 2) for 2022/23 
 

22/051 Bank Reconciliations – the Council noted the bank reconciliations for all the 
current and deposit accounts to 31st May 2022. 

 

22/052 Budget Position – the Council noted the budget report to 31st May 2022. 
 

22/053 Receipts and payments – the Council noted the receipts and payments for the 
period 1st – 31st May 2022 

 

At this point Councillor Buckland left the meeting on account of a disclosable pecuniary 
interest in two of the items on the payments schedule. 

 

22/054 Accounts for Payment 
Councillor Robinson noted that there were a number of coding errors in the 
accounts which require correction. 

Action 220628/6 – locum RFO 
 

It was RESOLVED 10-0-0 to note the direct debit payments for June 
2022 and to approve the schedule of payments with two amendments, 
viz. the removal of the Pump House repair item and the addition of 
the monthly maintenance contract payment to SLR.  

Action 220628/7 – locum RFO 
 

At this point Councillor Buckland returned to the meeting  
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22/055 Reports 
a) Members representing the Council on outside bodies: 

Councillor James Hood reported on the help given to Ukrainean refugees in the 
neighbourhood and was thanked by the Council for all he had done to provide 
this much appreciated support. 
Councillor Buckland reported on progress made in Jubilee Park, the Pavilion 
and the Youth Club Trust. 
 

b) Town Councillors - Councillor Anderton reported on efforts to get Highways 
to move diversion signs which were obstructing pavements at the Library 
junction and forcing pedestrians to step off the pavement onto the carriageway 
at a particularly dangerous location. 
 

c) Chairman – The Chairman reported on invitations received and meetings 
attended.   Among these was a meeting of the Somerset Water Forum where the 
Somerset Catchment Partnership reported that they hope to receive a Grant 
from the Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) for 
a Phosphates study on the upper Brue. 

 
22/056 It was RESOLVED 11-0-0 to exclude the press and public for the 

remainder of the meeting under the Public Bodies Admissions to 
Meetings Act 1960, Section 1 (2) on the grounds that discussion of 
item 22/057 relates to confidential matters of a commercially 
sensitive nature. 
 

At this point Councillor Robinson left the meeting on account of a personal interest in the 
matter to be discussed. 

 

22/057 Internal Audit Review 
Members considered an audit review drawn up in June 2022 in accordance with 
best practice advice that the work of the internal auditor be reviewed regularly 
and consideration be given to changing the internal auditor from time to time. 
 

It was RESOLVED 10-0-0 to accept Quotation 2 of the three 
quotations submitted and to appoint the successful bidder to carry 
out the internal audit for the year 2022/23.  

Action 220628/7 – locum RFO 
 
 

The meeting ended at 9.24pm  
  
   
Chairman ……………………………….                                                          Date               


