
 

 

 
Draft minutes of the informal consultative Full Council meeting held 

virtually (online) via Zoom on Tuesday 25th May 2021 at 7.30pm 
 

 

A video-recording of this meeting can be seen on Bruton Town Council’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClUPcCBOFP3kZaeMgfkWT4w 
 
Present: Councillors Anderton, A. Baker, Brownlow, Crawford, Fradley, Hood, Jones (Chair), 
Robinson, Skinner 
 
In Attendance: County Councillor Groskop, District Councillor Trimnell, Community 
Development Officer, Town Clerk. 
 
No members of the public were present at the start of the meeting. 
 
The meeting started at 19:32. 
 
The Chair explained that this was an informal meeting to make recommendations on matters to 
be decided by Town Council officers under delegated powers in accordance with the Council’s 
Business Continuity resolution 19/171 of 21st March 2020. 
 
21/020 Apologies for Absence 
Apologies had been received from Councillors K Baker, Buckland and Day. 
 
21/021 Declarations of Interests 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
21/022 Public Question Time 
No members of the public were present.  

 
21/023 Actions 
The Clerk presented an action point list. Councillor Anderton suggested that this could be shared 
as a Google Sheet so it could be updated by the people carrying out the actions.  

Action 210525/1: Town Clerk 
 
21/024 To note receipt of declaration of acceptance of office forms from the 
Chair. 
 
Noted. 

 
21/025 Minutes and Recommendations from Committees and Working 

Groups: 
a) Planning Committee - to note the minutes of meetings held on 22nd April and 12th 

May.  
 
Noted. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClUPcCBOFP3kZaeMgfkWT4w
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b) Transport Committee - to note the minutes from the meeting held on 11th May and to 

consider the following recommendation: That the Town Council should support 
One Planet Bruton’s initiative to address the problem of vehicles left idling. 

 
Councillor Hood gave an update on progress with the plan for the construction of a path through 
County Fields. A number of Committee members had met with a representative from GWD 
Consulting Engineers Ltd and it had been concluded that construction of a path would be viable. 
It was hoped that a proposal to that effect could be brought to the next Full Council meeting. The 
Chair said that he and the group had been impressed with the feasibility study work that had 
been carried out by GWD Consulting Engineers Ltd. Councillor Fradley asked if the proposed 
path would be an alternative route to the Burrowfield Steps path, which had no disabled access. 
Councillor Hood confirmed that it would not be economically viable to convert Burrowfield Steps 
to make the path accessible, so the new proposed path would be an alternative, accessible route.  
 
Councillor Hood went on to summarise the proposal from One Planet Bruton (OPB), which had 
been discussed at the Transport Committee meeting on 11th May, that the Town Council should 
support OPB’s initiative to address the problem of vehicles left idling. Idling vehicles were 
particularly problematic in the High Street, as some drivers did not switch off their engines when 
parked or queueing in traffic. Emissions from idling vehicles were bad for people’s health, a waste 
of fuel and had a detrimental effect on the general amenity of the High Street. OPB’s initiative 
would involve posters being displayed in shop windows, which it was hoped would encourage a 
reduction in idling and may also prompt members of the public to politely mention the initiative 
to drivers. 
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed that the Town Council 
supports the One Planet Bruton initiative to address the problem of vehicles left 
idling. 
 

c) Finance and Resources Committee - to note the minutes of the meeting held on 18th 
May. 

 
It was agreed to defer this matter to the next meeting as the minutes were not yet ready for 
distribution.  
 

d) Abbey Ponds Working Group – to receive an update on progress with the 
project. 

 
The Community Development Officer (CDO) reported that construction of the new path would 
begin on 1st June and the new stock-proof fence would be installed by SLR on 7th June. 
Equipment had been borrowed so that the fence posts could be driven into the ground, meaning 
that concrete would not need to be used. SSDC’s Area East Committee had unanimously agreed 
to pass the Town Council’s grant application to the Chief Executive for final approval, which was 
encouraging. The Chair thanked the District Councillor Lucy Trimnell and all other District 
Councillors for their support with the grant application and also thanked the CDO and everyone 
else involved in progressing the project to this point. The CDO would promote the work on social 
media and the Town Council website.  
 

e) CEEWG – to receive an update following the meeting held on 9th May. 
 
Councillor Hood reported that there was a vacancy on the group because Councillor Brownlow 
was not able to continue in the role. Councillor Robinson noted that a new member could only be 
nominated at a properly convened meeting and, as this was an advisory meeting only, the vacancy 
could be filled at the June Full Council meeting, although any prospective new member could 
attend CEEWG meetings on a casual basis until then. The Chair thanked Councillor Brownlow for 
his hard work for the group.  
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Councillor Hood went on to report that there had been seven Solar Street installations in Bruton 
and Castle Cary and 20 further enquiries.  
 

f) Jubilee Park Working Group – to receive an update following the meeting held on 
24th May plus any feedback from a meeting with stakeholders on 21st May. 

 
Councillor Crawford reported that the bulk of the discussions at the meeting on 24th May were in 
relation to the BruBowl project, including funding methods. The Football Club spoke about the 
new container that would be located near the railway line and would provide much needed 
storage space. The youth shelter would be located in a prominent position to ensure it can be 
seen. The Chair noted that some matters pertaining to the BruBowl project would be on the June 
Full Council agenda and also reported that he and the Clerk had met with representatives from 
Hugh Sexey’s Hospital and their land agent on 21st June, to update them on plans for the site. The 
CDO reported that she had informed the working group meeting that the Clerk had met with 
several play equipment contractors regarding replacements for the items that had recently been 
removed.  

 
21/026 Reports from District Councillor Lucy Trimnell and County 

Councillor Anna Groskop 
 

District Councillor Lucy Trimnell reported that: 

• The Recycle More initiative was underway. There were upcoming sessions for members of 
the public wishing to hear more about the scheme, which would save Somerset Waste 
Partnership approximately £2 million per year.  

• The Town Council had been awarded a grant by SSDC towards the project to improve 
Station Road car park. 

• Residents should have received a voting card, giving them the opportunity to say whether 
they were in favour of the One Somerset or Stronger Somerset unitary bids. 

 
Councillor Crawford and the CDO confirmed that Recycle More posters were on display in the 
window of the Community Office and the notice board. The related newsletter had been added to 
the Town Council’s website.  

 
County Councillor Anna Groskop  reported that: 

• The upcoming road closure in Silver Street would be in place from 2nd to 8th August, so 
should now avoid school term times. It was possible that the closure would only last for 
two days. 

• There was a new Covid recovery fund with Public Health of £10m to help groups and clubs 
who had not been able to meet for over a year.  

• A County Council officer had visited Townsend Rise to discuss flooding concerns with 
residents. It was hoped that this would lead to a more comprehensive study of the area 
and of flooding in Bruton as a whole, which could feed into any new planning 
applications. 
 

The Chair asked if the County Council would be running the promised sessions for Town and 
Parish Councils on the unitary issue. Councillor Groskop said that it was unlikely these sessions 
would take place until the Secretary of State had made his decision. 

 
21/027 To receive an update on progress with works to Station Road Car Park 

and agree how to proceed. 
 
The Clerk reported that an updated diagram of the more expensive of the two options, had been 
provided by the preferred contractor, although it was not clear what the differences were. The 
Chair said that some financial information had been received today, too late for inclusion on the 
agenda for this meeting. Following agreement at the last Finance and Resources Committee 
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meeting, the Chair had met with a qualified consultant to determine if they could take on the 
client function for the project, as it was recognised that the Town Council did not have the 
relevant expertise to manage a project such as this. The fee proposal would be discussed after this 
advisory meeting had ended as the information to be presented was confidential in nature.  

 
21/028 Market Town Investment Group Welcome Back Fund 

To note the expressions of interest submitted to SSDC. 
 
Councillor Anderton reported that a group of councillors had met with SSDC to discuss ideas. 
Approximately £10,000 was semi-earmarked for Bruton. Ideas from all the market towns would 
be submitted to SSDC, which would carry out procurement in bulk to maximise economies of 
scale. Some ideas submitted by Bruton included paying for Christmas trees, event road closures, a 
reprint of the “Step Into Bruton” leaflet and updated signage. A decision was expected after 7th 
June.  
 
21/029 Playdays 

To note that the 2021 Playday, organised by SSDC, will take place at Jubilee Park on 
Sunday 1st August between 10am and 1pm. 

 
Noted. 
 
21/030 Dovecote Building Lease 

 
The Clerk reported that SSDC had asked the Town Council to meet with them to discuss the 
formation of an official lease for the Dovecote Building. A heads of term document had been 
supplied but there was some concern that this did not recognise that the Town Council was a 
part-owner of the building. Councillor Anderton had found the Land Registry document relating 
to the building, which also did not refer to the Town Council as a part-owner. This matter would 
need to be clarified and corrected with SSDC. Councillor Robinson noted that, if SSDC were to 
start charging the Town Council for a proportion of the cleaning and water costs for the 
communal areas, accurate figures would be needed for budget setting purposes. Councillors 
Anderton and Hood noted that clarification was needed over which areas were considered to be 
communal and which areas were to be included in the lease. The Chair noted that, under the new 
lease, the Town Council would be expected to pay for 30% of the water costs for the building and 
50% of the cost of cleaning the communal area. The Clerk would progress discussions with SSDC. 

Action 210525/2: Town Clerk 
 

21/031 Community Office 
To note that Community Office volunteers would like to experiment with Saturday 
opening in the summer and to ask if any Councillors would be willing to assist to prevent 
lone working. 

 
The Clerk explained that she and the Community Development Officer (CDO) had met with 
Councillor Crawford and some of the Community Office volunteers. The idea of Saturday opening 
had been discussed and it had been felt that there was an opportunity to develop the services 
offered to residents and tourists. With the imminent introduction of a unitary authority in 
Somerset, the Community Office could become a hub for access to services. Also, due to the 
pandemic, it was possible that Bruton may welcome more domestic tourists than usual. 
Councillor Hood reminded everyone that Councillors had experimented with Saturday opening 
throughout the summer of 2019 and had seen approximately seven visitors per day. 
Councillors discussed the issue of lone working. Some felt that lone working was not a problem 
while others felt that it should be avoided if at all possible. Councillor Hood recalled that, 
following an incident three years ago, staff were advised not to work alone in the back office while 
the front door was open to the public. Councillor A. Baker felt that it was important to try to have 
two people on duty at any one time for safety reasons. 
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Councillor Robinson suggested that Saturday mornings could be run as a Councillor surgery, in 
which case two Councillors would need to be in attendance.  
Councillors A. Baker, Crawford, Fradley, Hood and Robinson volunteered to help on Saturdays. 
The Clerk and CDO would also be prepared to take a turn. The Chair suggested that more 
volunteers might be found from the community and the CDO said she would look into this. 

Action 210525/3: Community Development Officer 
 
21/032 Durslade Community Garden 

a) To consider how to proceed with making good the grassed area since the installation of 
a water supply. 

 
The Clerk explained that the Town Council’s grounds maintenance contractor had found that the 
contractor that had installed the new tap at the Durslade Community Garden had left stones and 
earth on the grass, which would damage SLR’s mowing equipment when they carried out work at 
the site. SLR had submitted a price of £80.00 to clear the debris. The Clerk had emailed all 
Councillors to ask how they wanted to proceed but there had not been any clear agreement on 
whether SLR should be paid to make good the site or if the contractor that installed the tap 
should be asked to return to do the clearance work.  
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and agreed that the Clerk should instruct SLR to clear 
the area to their satisfaction. Six votes for; one vote against, two abstentions.  

Action 210525/4: Town Clerk 
 

b) To note complaints from plot holders about loose dogs on the site and agree how to 
proceed.  

 
Councillor Crawford reported that dogs from a neighbouring property had been accessing the 
site. The Clerk would contact the owners of the property to discuss how to resolve the problem.  

Action 210525/5: Town Clerk 
 

21/033 Additional Grounds Maintenance 
To consider the following estimates from SLR: 

a) Replacement of gate post at Abbey Fishponds - £120.00 
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to accept the estimate of 
£120.00 to replace the gatepost at Abbey Ponds. 
 

b) Replacement of damaged fence at Dovecote Carpark – option one (like-for-like) 
£160.00 or option 2 (higher fence with gate) £490 

 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to accept the estimate of 
£160.00 for option one, to replace the fence like-for-like. 
 

c) Empty play area bin  - £24 per week 
 
It was felt that there might be a better option to address the problem of overflowing bin at the 
play area.  Councillor Robinson suggested installing an additional bin in the play area and asking 
SSDC to empty it. The Clerk was asked to follow this up. 

Action 210525/6: Town Clerk 
 
21/034 Reserves 

To note the start of year reserves position, to be approved at the next properly convened 
Full Council meeting.  
 

The Clerk summarised the end of year position. (See appendix A) 
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Councillor Robinson presented the earmarked reserves position for the start of 2021/22. (See 
appendix B). During the budget setting process in January 2021, it had been agreed that some 
amounts that had not been spent in 2020/21 would be moved into reserves and that the Projects 
and Grant Fund would be topped up to £10,000 if there was enough money left at the end of the 
year. Councillor Robinson noted that there was at least an additional £25,000 from the 2020/21 
underspend that could be apportioned to earmarked reserves but that the decision on how to do 
this would need to be taken at a properly convened meeting. However, at the previous Finance 
and Resources Committee, it had been recommended that £15,000 was added to the Station 
Road Car Park reserve, bringing the total Town Council contribution to the project to £40,000, in 
addition to the £40,000 grant from SSDC.  £10,000 would be put towards the replacement of 
outdated equipment at the play area in Jubilee Park, in addition to the £6792 already in reserves 
from S106 contributions.  

 
21/035 Recruitment 

To note a proposed job description and person specification for an additional Assistant 
Town Clerk and to allow the Town Clerk to proceed with recruitment on the basis of 15 
hours per week at SCP 7-12 (£10.44 - £11.53 per hour). 
 

Councillors Anderton and Crawford volunteered to sit on the interview panel with the Clerk. 
Councillor Robinson said he would attend the interviews in an advisory capacity only. The Clerk 
would make arrangements for the interviews and would ask if one additional Councillor would 
like to sit on the interview panel.  

Action 210525/7: Town Clerk 
 
21/036 Reports Council to receive reports from: 

a) Members representing the Council on Outside/other bodies 
 
Bruton for Bruton Community Interest Company – Councillor Hood reported that the 
CIC was supporting the BruBowl project with fundraising, which would likely be complex as there 
would be multiple sources of grants and other income, some of which would have to be received 
by the Town Council to maximise the benefits of GiftAid. The CIC would set up a small 
fundraising group for to deal with this.  
 

b)  Town Councillors 
 
Councillor Brownlow reported that there had been several reports of HGVs and large agricultural 
vehicles travelling through the High Street so it was suggested that a census was carried out to 
record the number of these types of vehicles. This would take place from 7am to 6pm on 21st June 
at Library junction. Four people had volunteered to help, so seven more volunteers were needed 
to fill the remainder of the 11 hour slots. Councillors Crawford, Fradley and Jones volunteered to 
help. 
 
Councillor Hood reported that the following week was Bike Week and some events were taking 
place in Bruton, including a guided family ride, rides on Strava and discounts at Hauser and 
Wirth for people arriving by bicycle on 5th July.  
Councillor Hood went on to report that the Safer Walking and Cycling Group had carried out an 
observation of pedestrian movements at the Plox/Godminster Lane junction. Only one in thirty 
pedestrians observed crossed the road using the newly installed island.  
 

c) Chairman 
 
The Chair reported that he and the Clerk had attended a Stronger Somerset meeting run by 
Mendip District Council. Discussions had been quite general and not focussed on locality 
agreements specifically. Follow up discussions on locality agreements would take place with 
Mendip and South Somerset District Councils and any news would be reported back when 
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received. The Chair said that he would also be interested in speaking with One Somerset 
representatives regarding future locality agreements.  
 
21/037 Accounts for Payment: Members to consider the schedule of payments 

(May 2021) 
 

The Chair declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in this item as one of the payments was to 
reimburse him for a train fare. The Chair was placed in the waiting room and Councillor 
Robinson took the chair for this item.  
Councillor Robinson suggested that the Chair should write to thank the contractor who had 
carried out the work to the Engine Shed because the quality of the work had exceeded all 
expectations.  

Action 210525/8: Chairman 
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to approve the payments as 
presented.  
 
21:10 – The Chairman was readmitted and closed the meeting to enable a discussion to take place 
regarding the Station Road Car Park project, with the exclusion of press and public.  
 
 
 
 

Zöe Godden 

 
Zöe Godden 
Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


