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Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held  
in the Methodist Church on Tuesday July 28th 2022 at 7.30pm 

 

Present:              Councillors: Anderton, Buckland, Coulter, Crawford, Cullen, Fradley, Hood, 
Jones, Robinson, Taylor and (up to Item 22/65) Wilson 

 

In the chair:       Councillor Jones 
 

In Attendance:  District & County Councillor Lucy Trimnell 
Community Development Officer 
Deputy Town Clerk 
14 members of the public 
 

22/58 Apologies 
Councillors Abi and Grahame Baker and County Councillor Tom Power had 
sent apologies for being unable to attend 
 

22/59 Declarations of Interests 
Cllr. Robinson declared a personal interest in item 22/64b and Cllr. Buckland a 
disclosable pecuniary interest in Item 22/69, as employees of interested parties. 
 

22/60 Appointment of Proper Officer 
The Council noted that the previous Proper Officer had resigned her position. 
It was RESOLVED 9-0-0 [For-against-abstain] that Councillor Robinson 
be appointed Acting Proper Officer on an unpaid basis pending the 
appointment of a permanent Town Clerk who would assume the role. 
 

22/61 Minutes of previous meeting 
It was RESOLVED 11-0-0 [For-against-abstain] that the minutes of the 
Full Council meeting of 28th June 2022 be adopted as a true and 
accurate record. 

 

For the benefit of members of the public who were present and wished to comment on 
Agenda Item 7 – Station Road car park the Chairman agreed to bring this item forward. 
 

22/62 Station Road car park 
Before the Council discussed whether or not to commit to the proposal to 
refurbish and upgrade the car park the Chair invited any members of the public 
who wished to express their views to do so.  Amongst the points made by those 
members of the public attending the meeting were the following: 

• The Town Council has been talking about Bruton’s car parking problem for 
at least fifty years, since the 1970s.   The situation is now desperate and the 
Council should bend every sinew to address it. 

• If the Council fails to seize this opportunity to upgrade the Station Road car 
park inflation will soon make any real improvement unaffordable.   

• The car park improvement project has made great progress and is close to 
realisation but now seems to have lost momentum. It must be completed. 

• Even moderate rainfall creates puddles and potholes which make the car 
park virtually unusable.   This is particularly embarrassing in a town which 
has become such a prestigious tourist destination in recent years. 
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• Lack of a decent car park distinguishes Bruton from neighbouring towns 
like Castle Cary, Wincanton and Shepton Mallet, and not in a good way. 

• The Town Council must act now: the situation is one of do or die. 
 

Eight local businesses had made similar points in individual letters, one of which 
was read out in part by the Chair. 
 

Before inviting Councillors to debate the matter the Chair summarised recent 
developments and made the following points: 

• A Council decision on whether or not to proceed had to wait for planning 
consent which was only granted on 8th July. 

• Four days later (12th July) the Chair and Vice Chair attended an online 
meeting with officers of the Market Towns Investment Group (MTIG) of 
South Somerset District Council (SSDC).   They confirmed that the MTIG 
grant of £40k. is subject to the project being completed before the end of 
October 2022, which means that if this deadline were not met the grant 
would have to be returned. 

• The Council’s chosen contractor had confirmed that if construction were 
started in late August or early September the October deadline would be met.  

• Substantial rises in the costs of material, fuel and labour have increased 
the quoted cost of the contract by 22%, to £123,302.68.   The Council’s 
planning consultant confirmed that an increase of this magnitude is in line 
with industry-wide increases in construction costs. 

• After further discussions the contractor had agreed to reduce the quote by 
£8k. meaning that the final quote was £116,302.68.  

• The existing electrical infrastructure is insufficient to support the ultra-
rapid chargers that were to be supplied by Instavolt, who have therefore 
withdrawn. The proposal from EVC is a preferred alternative. 

• The Council’s planning consultant has advised that because of the short 
time frame it would be unreasonable for SSDC to insist on a strict 
interpretation of Condition 7 of the planning consent which requires the 
electric vehicle charging points to be constructed before the refurbished 
car park comes into use. 

 

Councillors went on to debate the best way forward and made a number of points 
including the following: 

• The quote of £116,302.68 does not represent the full cost of the project as 
it does not include costs associated with the electric vehicle charging 
points.  Including these would raise the total project cost to c.£140k.  

• Discussions with the Council’s planning consultant and negotiations with 
the contractor continued up until the last minute and this left Councillors 
insufficient time to subject the final figures to the detailed and careful 
examination required by a project of this scale and complexity. 

• Were the Council to decide not to proceed it is not clear how much the 
Council would owe the contractor for the design element of the project.  

• The poor quality of the Station Road car park is widely acknowledged to be 
a problem and the proposed refurbishment would rectify this as well as 
providing electric vehicle charging points in support of the Council’s 
commitment to zero-carbon emissions. 

• It is widely agreed that the most significant parking problem in Bruton is 
not the quality of the car parks but the shortage of places to park, yet the 
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proposed refurbishment of the Station Road car park would not add a 
single extra parking place.   Spending such a large sum on a project which 
would do nothing whatever to address Bruton’s most serious and pressing 
parking problem could be considered a waste of public money. 

• The Council rents rather than owns the car park and the lease is due to 
expire in twelve years’ time.   There is no guarantee that the landowner will 
agree to renew the lease, so any money invested in the refurbishment of 
the car park might have to be written off in 2034.   Risking such a write-off 
would not be a responsible use of public money. 

• If the Council were to go ahead with the project but the contractor failed to 
meet the completion deadline there is a risk that the £40k. MTIG grant 
would be forfeit, rendering the Council liable for this element of the 
funding.   It is not known whether insurance against such a contingency is 
even available let alone affordable. 

• In a worst-case scenario (if the MTIG grant were forfeited and the lease not 
renewed) the car park could cost the Council around £400 a week for the 
next twelve years (spreading the refurbishment cost over the remaining 12 
years of the lease and adding it to the annual car park rent).   Bruton’s 
Council Tax payers might not regard this as a good use of their money. 
 

The Chair contributed some additional thoughts and observations: 

• The Council has been discussing improvements to the car park for many 
years and now is the time for action rather than procrastination. 

• EVC should be asked to quote formally for the installation of electric 
vehicle charging points in the proposed car park. 

• The landowner wants to see the car park improved and is apparently of the 
view that the Council could be in breach of its obligations under the lease if 
it fails to carry out what might be considered necessary improvements. 

• If the Council agrees to upgrade the car park it should confirm its decision 
and ask the landlord to agree a deed of variation to the current lease so as 
to permit the installation of electric vehicle charging points. 

• The landowner has indicated a willingness to consider selling the Council 
the ‘upper car park’, that is the hard standing which lies between the far 
end of the Station Road car park and the buildings adjacent to the 
Godminster Cheese shop.   

• Subject to the landowner and the Council being agreeable, the upper car 
park could be valued by three independent valuers with the middle of the 
three values being the agreed sale price. 

• Acquisition of the upper car park would substantially increase car parking 
provision in Bruton and bring tangible benefit to local businesses so they 
might consider it appropriate to make a contribution themselves rather 
than expecting local residents to meet the entire cost out of their Council 
Tax.   To this end the Council could respectfully request local business to 
help with fundraising, either through a reenergised Bruton Chamber of 
Commerce or else by forming a discrete organisation for that purpose.  

 

It was PROPOSED and SECONDED that the Council accept the 
contractor’s quotation of £116,302.68 for upgrading the Station 
Road car park.    
The Council voted 2-9-0 [for-against-abstain] and thereby REJECTED 
the proposal.  Following a request for a recorded vote it is noted that: 
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Those voting IN FAVOUR of the motion:  Councillors Jones and Taylor. 
Those voting AGAINST the motion: Councillors Anderton, Buckland, 
Coulter, Crawford, Cullen, Fradley, Hood, Robinson and Wilson. 
 

It was RESOLVED 11-0-0 that the Council arrange a regular repair 
and maintenance schedule with its outdoor maintenance contractors 
to ensure that the existing surface of the car park be maintained in a 
serviceable condition throughout the year. 

Action 220728/1 Deputy Clerk, Councillor Buckland 
 

It was RESOLVED 9-0-2 that the Council request local businesses to 
consider re-energizing the Chamber of Commerce or forming a similar 
organisation which could co-ordinate fund raising and add further 
value to the contribution they already make to the local community. 

Action 220728/2 Deputy Clerk, Councillor Buckland 
 

22/63 Reports from District and County Councillors 
District and County Councillor Lucy Trimnell reported that: 

• Walk-in Covid-19 booster vaccinations will become available at 
Verrington Hospital, Wincanton in the coming months. 

• Somerset’s four District Councils are currently harmonising their 
Council Tax relief arrangements and similar benefits in preparation 
for the transition to Somerset Council unitary authority in April 2023. 

• Somerset County Council is distributing assistance to families most 
affected by the rapid increase in energy prices and the cost of living. 

 

22/64 Minutes and Recommendations from Committees and from those 
Working Groups that report to the Full Council: 

 

a) Planning and Consultation Response Committee – The Council received 
the draft minutes of the Committee meeting held on 5th July 2022. 

 

At this point Councillor Robinson left the meeting. 
 

b) Strategic Planning Future Bruton Committee 
Bruton Town Plan 

i. It was RESOLVED 9-0-1 that the Deputy Clerk in consultation 
with Councillor Anderton should submit an expression of 
interest in participating in the "Community Review" scheme 
run by the Somerset Association of Local Councils (SALC) 
and the Community Council for Somerset (CSC). 

Action 220728/3 Deputy Clerk, Councillor Anderton 
 

ii. It was agreed that the Council would defer the appointment of a project 
steering group until a future meeting and would look into the possibility 
of coordinating the proposed Town Plan with the One Planet Bruton 
Action Plan. 

 

At this point Councillor Robinson returned to the meeting. 
 

c) Town Committee 
Fingerposts – Councillors accepted that the road-sign fingerposts in the 
town are in a poor condition, and that although they are the property and 
responsibility of SCC it was unlikely that SCC will be in a position to repair 
and refurbish them anytime soon.   Although SCC is agreeable to them being 
repaired and refurbished by volunteers a number of legal, technical and 
health and safety constraints make this impracticable. The Council had 
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therefore asked SCC-approved contractors to quote for the work and asked 
MTIG to help meet the cost, and MTIG have offered a generous grant. 
It was RESOLVED 11-0-0 to accept a Somerset Forge Ltd quotation 
of £4985 to repair and refurbish five fingerposts (including 
casting and fitting six new fingers and one new finial), and to 
accept with thanks an MTIG contributory grant of £3485, the 
balance of £1500 to be met from the Council’s earmarked reserve. 

Action 220728/4 Community Development Officer 
 

Councillor Anderton informed the Council that the Town Committee would 
be looking into other measures to improve the appearance of the town. 

 

d) Bruton and Cary Retrofit Working Group 
i. The Working Group is in discussion with SCC about how best to use the 

Retrofit Project’s unspent balance of £30k. 
ii. The Working Group is in discussion with the Centre for Sustainable Energy 

about arrangements for the employment, supervision and training of the 
Council’s Retrofit Officer. 

iii. The Working Group meeting originally scheduled for July has been 
moved to August.  
 

e) Climate and Ecological Emergency Working Group – the Council received a 
report of the Working Group meeting of 25th July 2022. 

 

22/65 Energy contract – The Council is investigating 100% renewable multi-year 
tariffs offered by a range of suppliers and will decide on which is the most 
appropriate at its August meeting. 

Action 220728/5 Deputy Town Clerk  
 

At this point Councillor Wilson left the meeting. 
 

22/66 Bank Reconciliations – the Council noted the bank reconciliations for all the 
current and deposit accounts to 30th June 2022 

 

22/67 Budget Position - the Council noted the budget report to 30th June 2022 
 

22/68 Receipts and payments – the Council noted receipts & payments for the period 
1st-30th June 2022 

 

At this point Councillor Buckland left the meeting. 
 

22/69 Accounts for Payment 
It was RESOLVED 9-0-0 to approve the schedule of payments for July 
2022 and to note the direct debit payments. 

 

At this point Councillor Buckland returned to the meeting. 
 

22/70 Earmarked Reserves – After a short discussion Councillors agreed that the 
following steps need to be taken in respect of earmarked reserves:  
• Confirm that any 2021/22 payments which should have been taken out of 

earmarked reserves are correctly coded. 
• List any earmarked reserves which remained unspent or underspent on 

31st March 2022. 
• List which of these unspent or underspent earmarked reserves should be 

transferred to earmarked reserves for 2022/23 and which should be 
transferred to general reserves, enabling the Council to authorise the transfer. 

Action 220728/6 Finance Officer 
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22/71 Reports – the following reports were received: 
a) Members representing the Council on outside bodies: 

• Councillor Hood reported that the Ukraine refugee support group has been 
very active and at least 14 local families are hosting Ukrainian refugees. 

• Councillor Crawford reported on possible changes to the Community Hall 
tenancy agreement. 

 

b) Town Councillors 

• Councillor Hood reported that SCC may be considering revisions to the 
SCC Highways design for the Library junction. 

• Councillor Anderton reported on encouraging indications from SCC about 
the possible removal of ugly and unnecessarily obtrusive street signage, 
and on progress in respect of a tree in Berkley Gardens whose condition 
has given rise to some anxiety. 
 

c) Chairman – Councillor Jones reported on the Sexey’s School Colour Walk and 
that a Scout from Bruton had won the prestigious Queen’s Scout Award, and he 
gave advance notice that the Local Community Network Pilot group will have a 
meeting on 15th September, with the focus on health. 

 

22/72 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
It was RESOLVED 10-0-0 that the press and public be excluded for the 
remainder of the meeting under the Public Bodies Admissions to 
Meetings Act 1960, Section 1 (2) on the grounds that items 22/73 and 
22/74 below relate to confidential personnel and commercial matters. 

 

22/73 Staffing arrangements 
The Council expressed its thanks and gratitude to Eve Anderton and Antonio 
Piazza for all they had done as officers in supporting the Council and its work. 
 

It was RESOLVED 9-0-1 that following recent staff resignations the 
hours allocated to the advertised roles of Town Clerk and Responsible 
Financial Officer be increased to a total of 37 hours per week (equivalent 
to one full time post), for either a single full-time employee or two part-
time employees. 

 

22/74 Jubilee Park Skatepark – the Council received a confidential report from the 
Council’s Project Officer along with a recommendation from the BruBowl 
Working Group. 
 

It was RESOLVED 10-0-0 that the Proper Officer issue a letter of 
intent on behalf of the Council to enter into a contract with Maverick 
Industries Ltd for the design and build of a concrete skatepark in 
Jubilee Park, as per the tender specification and subject to planning 
permission and fundraising. 

Action 220728/7 Proper Officer 
 

The meeting ended at 9.28pm  
 
 

 Chairman ……………………………….                                                          Date               


