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DRAFT Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held  
in the Community Hall on Tuesday August 30th 2022 at 7.30pm 

 

Present:              Councillors: Anderton, Buckland, Coulter, Crawford, Cullen, Fradley, Hood, 
Jones, Robinson and Taylor 

 

In the chair:       Councillor Jones 
 

In Attendance:  District & County Councillor Lucy Trimnell 
Deputy Town Clerk 
 

22/75 Apologies 
Councillors Abi Baker, Grahame Baker and Wilson together with County 
Councillor Tom Power had sent apologies for being unable to attend 
 

22/76 Declarations of Interests 
Cllr. Buckland declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in Items 22/83, 22/84 
and 22/91 as an employee of an interested party. 
 

22/77 Minutes of previous meeting 
It was RESOLVED 10-0-0 [For-against-abstain] that the minutes of the 
Full Council meeting of 28th July 2022 be adopted as a true and 
accurate record.  
  

22/78 Action points  
The action points from the previous meeting were noted. 

 

22/79 Minutes and Recommendations from Committees and from those 
Working Groups that report to the Full Council 

 

a) Planning and Consultation Response Committee 
The draft minutes of the 2nd August 2022 Committee meeting were noted. 

 

b) Strategic Planning Future Bruton Committee 
i. Councillors noted and welcomed the acceptance of the Council’s 

Expression of Interest in the Local Community Review Project run by the 
Community Council for Somerset (CCS) and the invitation to participate. 

ii. It was RESOLVED 10-0-0 that the Letter of Agreement provided 
by the CCS should be signed and returned. 

Action 220830/1   Acting Proper Officer & Deputy Town Clark 
 

iii. Councillors agreed that a Steering Group be formed comprising 
Councillors Anderton, Buckland, Fradley, Hood and Robinson, with 
Councillor Robinson as lead contact, and that Councillor Robinson would 
attend an online project meeting on 7th September 2022. 
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c) Bruton and Cary Retrofit Working Group 
i. Report – Councillors noted a report of the meeting of 26th August 2022. 

ii. Future of the project – Councillors noted that the project is expected to 
end with a surplus of c.£25k of Somerset County Council (SCC) funds which 
will be returned to SCC. 
It was RESOLVED 10-0-0 to recommend to SCC that the unspent 
funds be used as match-funding for a bid from the Somerset 
Retrofit Accelerator Project to the Microgeneration Certification 
Scheme (MCS) Foundation to establish a county-wide retrofit 
service. 

 Action 220830/2   Deputy Town Clark & Councillor Hood 
 

iii. Outstanding assessments – Councillors noted that the former Retrofit 
Coordinator did not complete the writing up of four assessment visits or the 
associated Retrofit Plans before leaving, or since.   The Working Group 
therefore recommends offering repeat assessments to the four affected 
householders, to be delivered in September by the Centre for Sustainable 
Energy at its subsidised rate of up to £700 per house, depending on the size 
of the property.   The householders concerned appear keen to carry on. 
It was RESOLVED 10-0-0 to refund the £10 registration fee to 
each of the four householders, and to delegate authority to the 
Acting Proper Officer, in consultation with the Chairs of the 
Council and of the Working Group, to agree to the Council 
meeting the cost of up to four Full Survey and Retrofit 
Coordinator Plans, at an estimated total cost of £1,500-£2,ooo 
for the four surveys. 

 Action 220830/3   Acting Proper Officer, Chair & Councillor Hood 
 

iv. Secondment of Retrofit Project Officer – Councillors noted the 
recommendations of the Working Group in respect of the training, 
supervision and employment of the Project Officer. 
It was RESOLVED 10-0-0 to take the following steps:  

1) agree to second the Retrofit Project Officer to the Centre for 
Sustainable Energy (CSE)’s management for a period of six 
months, from 1 September 2022 to 31 March 2023; 

2) delegate authority to the Acting Proper Officer and Council 
Chair to sign a secondment agreement with CSE; 

3) agree to meet various costs associated with the secondment 
including a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) application 
fee of £62.52 and the purchase of an iPad for £319; 

4) agree to CSE being paid an additional £700 (+ recoverable 
VAT) for each of any additional retrofit assessments carried 
out over and above the agreed service level of 15 assessments. 
 

 

d) Climate and Ecological Emergency Working Group – the Council 
received a report on the Working Group’s meeting on 8th August 2022. 
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22/80 District and County Councillors –District and County Councillor Lucy 
Trimnell reported that: 

• She is pressing Somerset Waste Partnership about the continuing 
problems which residents face over kerbside collections. 

• There will be a public consultation over the boundaries and makeup of 
the proposed Local Community Networks (LCNs). 

• The Planning and Licensing functions currently discharged by South 
Somerset District Council (SSDC) will continue unchanged beyond 1st April 
2023 when Somerset Council (the new unitary authority) is established, 
but the precise role of the LCNs in these matters is still to be determined. 

 

22/81 Cemetery Records – The Acting Proper Officer reported that the cemetery 
records could be better organised, that a former Council officer is helping to sort 
them out, and that given their statutory importance it would be advisable for 
the Council to keep paper records in a fireproof filing cabinet and digital records 
in a purpose made software package. 
It was RESOLVED 10-0-0 to obtain quotes for Scribe Cemetery 
software and for a fireproof filing cabinet for the safekeeping of 
cemetery records. 

Action 220830/4   Locum RFO 
 

22/82 Highways matters 
a) Library junction – Councillor Hood reported on the revised proposals 

recently circulated by Somerset County Council Highways (Highways).  
There was broad agreement that they represent a definite improvement on 
Highways’ original proposals but they still appear to favour motorised 
traffic over pedestrians and there are other shortcomings. 
It was RESOLVED 9-0-1 to report back to County Highways that 
the Council regards the revised plans as a real improvement on 
the original plans, that the Council would like to engage residents 
through a public consultation and would greatly appreciate 
Highways’ participation and support, and that some indication of 
possible timescales would be most helpful. 

Action 220830/5   Deputy Town Clerk 
 

b) Proposed speed restrictions in Wyke Champflower – Councillor Hood 
reported on Highways’ proposals to introduce a 40mph speed restriction on 
Shute Lane and Wyke Road between Bruton and Wyke Champflower, and a 30 
mph speed restriction through Wyke Champflower. 
It was RESOLVED 8-2-0 to welcome the proposed speed 
restrictions overall but to suggest that Highways consult Wyke 
residents on whether a speed limit on the section of Wyke Road 
running south-south-west from Manor Farm is necessary.  

Action 220830/6   Councillor Hood 
At this point Councillor Buckland left the meeting. 

 

22/83 The Pump House – The Council noted that in the opinion of the SSDC 
Conservation Officer the like-for-like repair of the Pump House floor does not 
require Listed building consent. 
It was RESOLVED 9-0-0 to accept SLR’s estimate for repairing the 
hardwood floor of the Pump House at a cost of £320 + VAT. 

Action 220830/7 Deputy Town Clerk 
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22/84 Station Road car park 
It was RESOLVED 9-0-0 that the following actions be taken to improve 
the condition of the Station Road car park: 

• The Deputy Town Clerk to ask SLR to quote for filling in the 
potholes and making good the surface as an urgent short-term 
measure on the same basis as previous repairs, and to accept or 
reject the quote as appropriate under delegated authority; 

• The Acting Proper Officer to consult SSDC’s leading car park 
expert for advice on drawing up a three-year maintenance plan to 
keep the car park in a serviceable condition in the longer term; 

• The Deputy Town Clerk to obtain quotations from local contractors 
to render the trees surrounding the car park safe and serviceable. 

Actions 220830/8-10 Deputy Town Clerk, Acting Proper Officer 
 

At this point Councillor Buckland returned to the meeting. 
 

22/85 Town Maintenance 
It was RESOLVED 10-0-0 to establish a town Maintenance and 
Enhancement Working Group reporting to the Finance and 
Resources Committee and comprising Councillors Anderton, 
Buckland, Coulter, Crawford and Robinson, with a remit to review 
the current grounds maintenance contract, to prepare a three-year 
maintenance plan for all town council property and street scene 
assets, and to consider ways to improve and enhance the general 
appearance of the town. 

 

22/86 Market Towns Investment Group (MTIG) funding – Councillors agreed 
that in response to MTIG’s provisional offer of up to £9k. for improving the 
town’s facilities the Acting Clerk be directed under delegated authority to supply 
MTIG officers with a costed list of desired enhancements.  

Actions 220830/11 Deputy Town Clerk, Acting Proper Officer 
 

22/87 Electricity supply contract – the Deputy Town Clerk reported on the 
exceptional volatility of the energy market and the severely limited options for 
fixed-term contracts to supply electricity derived entirely from renewable 
sources.  The price of the best tariff was due to increase by 22% before the start of 
business on 31st August, so in the interests of securing the best value for money 
and after consulting the Acting Proper Officer and the Council Chair the Deputy 
Clerk had earlier in the day (30th August) agreed a contract with Opus Energy.  
It was RESOLVED 10-0-0 to endorse the contract agreed by the 
Deputy Clerk with Opus Energy for the supply of electricity derived 
100% from renewable sources on a one-year fixed price contract. 

 

22/88 Bank Reconciliations – the Council noted the bank reconciliations for all the 
current and deposit accounts to 31st July 2022 

 

22/89 Budget Position – the Council noted the budget report to 31st July 2022 
 

At this point Councillor Buckland left the meeting. 
 

22/90 Receipts and payments – the Council noted the receipts & payments dated    
1st - 31st July 2022. 

 

22/91 Accounts for Payment 
It was RESOLVED 9-0-0 to approve the schedule of payments for 
August 2022 and to note the direct debit payments. 
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At this point Councillor Buckland returned to the meeting. 
 

22/92 Reports – the Council received brief oral reports as follows: 
a) Members representing the Council on outside bodies 

• Councillor Hood reported that Bruton For Bruton Community Interest 
Company would be holding a fund-raising event on 8th October. 

• Councillor Hood also reported that Bruton’s Ukrainian refugee 
support group was forging links with similar groups across the county. 
 

b) Town Councillors 

• Councillor Buckland reported on a successful Fun on the Field event 
at Fairfield, Castle Cary, supported by The Newt in Somerset. 

• Councillor Crawford reported that supplies of the Step into Bruton 
information leaflet are exhausted and that volunteers in the 
Community Office have to make do by handing out photocopied 
sheets to tourists.  The Chamber of Commerce has promised that a 
new, updated version of Step into Bruton will be available shortly.  

• Councillor Crawford also expressed concern that the agglomeration of 
aquatic and riparian weeds by Church Bridge may cause problems 
downstream when they are eventually dislodged by rising river levels. 

• Councillor Robinson reminded members of the need for regular checks 
of the play areas in the town. 
 

c) The Chairman 

• Councillor Jones reported on concerns about an aggressive dog being 
exercised in Jubilee Park.  

 

22/93 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
It was RESOLVED 10-0-0 to exclude the press and public for the 
remainder of the meeting under the Public Bodies Admissions to 
Meetings Act 1960, Section 1 (2) on the grounds that discussion of 
agenda items 20 & 21 (minutes 22/94 & 22/95 below) relate to 
confidential commercial and personnel matters respectively. 

 

22/94 The Methodist Church - Councillor Jones informed the Council that the vendors 
had accepted an offer from a third party and that the prospective purchaser had 
given assurances about the use to which the premises would be put. 
It was RESOLVED 10-0-0 that in view of the assurances given by the 
prospective purchaser the Council would not pursue the option of 
applying to have the Methodist Church registered as an Asset of 
Community Value. 

 

22/95 Appointment of Town Clerk – Councillor Anderton reported on the 
recommendations of the Interview Panel. 
It was RESOLVED 10-0-0 that the preferred candidate be offered the 
position of Town Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer, with 
detailed terms to be worked out in discussions between the Chair, 
the Acting Proper Officer and the successful candidate. 

Action 220830/12 Chairman, Acting Proper Officer 
 

The meeting ended at 9.15pm  
 

 Chairman ……………………………….                                                          Date               


