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DRAFT Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held in the Community 

Hall on Tuesday 25th October 2022 at 7.30pm 

 

Councillors present:  

Anderton, A Baker, G Baker, Buckland, Coulter, Crawford, Fradley, Hood, Jones, Robinson, 

Taylor, and Wilson.  

In the chair:   

Councillor Jones.  

  

In Attendance:   

County Councillor Tom Power, County and District Councillor Lucy Trimnell, 2 
members of the public. 

 

The public session of the meeting opened at 7:30pm. 

 

There were no questions from the public. 

 

The public session closed at 7:31pm 

 

The main meeting opened at 7:31pm 
  

Cllr Jones announced a slight alteration in the agenda item order.  Agenda items 8b Tree 

Maintenance work, and 5aiii would be resolved to be heard in closed session due to the 

commercially sensitive nature of the items. 

22/117: Apologies for absence. 

 

Councillor Cullen sent apologies for being unable to attend.   

 

It was RESOLVED to receive and approve the apologies. 

 

22/118: Declarations of Interests 

 

 None. 
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22/119: Minutes of previous meeting  

There were a few minor amendments to the draft minutes presented for approval.  The car 

park discussed at a prior meeting was the July 2022 meeting and not the August 2022 

meeting.  Item 22/103 should read ‘Retrofit Bruton and Cary Working Group’.  The word 

order of two word in item 22/108b was changed to read ‘store other’. 

It was RESOLVED 12-0-0 [For-against-abstain] that the minutes of the Full Council 
meeting of 27th September 2022, subject to the three alterations listed,  be 
adopted as a true and accurate record of that meeting.   
 

22/120: Action points   

The action points from the previous meeting were noted.   

22/121: Minutes and Recommendations from Committees and from those 

working groups that report to Full Council. 

a Events Committee.  To receive the minutes of the meeting of 10th October and 

consider the Committees recommendations on the following matters: 

i. The Christmas Event Road Closure 

The road closure application has been submitted.  The Event Management company 

that facilitated the road closure last year has been approached to action the same this 

year. 

ii. Quotations for Christmas Trees. 

Due to the commercial sensitivity of this discussion the item will be heard in closed 

session towards the end of the meeting. 

iii. Charging for Christmas Trees.. 

The provision of Christmas tree decoration has previously been supported by grant 

fund raising, which has not been possible this year.  There are a few options available 

to provide funds: consider raising the budget, charge business for a tree, reduce the 

number of trees provided, or invite individuals and businesses to sponsor a tree. 

It was proposed and RESOLVED (12-0-0) to raise the budget by £1000 

from general reserves.   

It was proposed and RESOLVED (12-0-0) to instruct the event 

management firm to manage the road closure.   

It was proposed and RESOLVED (12-0-0) to add business owners names of 

‘sponsors’ to the Christmas evening fliers. 



 

   3  

iv. Appointing members of the local community to the Events Committee. 

It is hoped to engage members of the public to be members on the Events Committee. 

v. Mobile Card Machine. 

To make it easier for staff fees for the Christmas event to be received. It is proposed 

that a contactless card payment machine is purchased.  After some discussion, it was 

proposed to use ‘Sum Up’.  This machine can then be used in the Community Office to 

take payments for allotment fees and similar. 

It was proposed and RESOLVED (12-0-0) that the Town Clerk in 

consultation with Cllr Anderton implement the purchase of a card 

payment machine. 

b Planning and Consultation Response Committee 

The minutes of the meetings held on 4th and 19th October were circulated and noted. 

c Town Committee 

The minutes of the meeting on 11th October were circulated and noted. 

d BruBowl Working Group 

Cllr Jones is to refine the minutes of the meeting of the last working group.  The 

preferred contractor conducted an engagement event locally with young people.  The 

design was well received, but the design needed to be modified by raising it slightly due 

to flooding. 

e Retrofit Bruton and Cary Working Group 

The scheme is due to end on 31st March 2023.  There is a possible underspend on the 

Retrofit grant.  There has been a demand for this project demonstrated, and SCC have 

been requested for the objective to be county wide.  Also demonstrated is that a small 

Town Council does not have the capacity to facilitate this initiative.  There is a working 

group meeting on Friday, and signposting to be discussed. 

 

22/122: District and County Councillor Reports. 

Lucy Trimnell gave a short verbal report.   

• South Somerset District Council (SSDC) have been approached by Bruton Town 

Council regarding street sign issues, which will be dealt with.   

• Somerset County Council (SCC), the Local Community Network consultation has now 

closed, and there have been around 600 responses.  There is a formal decision plan to 

go to Executive on 16th November, to commence decision making. 

• The LGR single platform project has been completed but leaving a backlog of emails to 

be addressed by Lucy.  Lucy has one email address from now until April 2023, 

Lucy.trimnellSSDC@somerset.gov.uk.  

•  Somerset household support fund, on the SSDC website providing welfare and cost of 

living advice.  Warm spaces will be mapped.  The Town Council is to signpost residents 

to this website.  The eligibility is detailed but there is also discretionary criteria. 

 

mailto:Lucy.trimnellSSDC@somerset.gov.uk
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Tom Power, County Councillor, gave a short verbal report.   

• Flu jabs, are available for eligible people to book, as well as Covid boosters for residents 

aged 50 years +, please book online.  There is also an eligibility checker online.  

• Stoptober, stop smoking to quit, further details on the NHS website. 

• The electric charging points are now operational. 

22/123: Transport matters 

a Library Junction. 

• Upgraded plans were received in August, SCC wish to proceed but require the go-ahead 

from the Town Council.  The plans have been available for viewing on the Town 

Council website, but no further consultation has taken place between Highways and 

the public.  The feedback on the website has been taken into account by Highways. 

• The lighting needs to be correct first time, and not floodlit.  Concerns regarding 

vehicles mounting the pavement. 

• The proposal does not reflect the Town Plan with regards to pedestrians, but does not 

contradict the Town Plan, there is still opportunity to lobby for a raised area at the end 

of the High Street. 

• Concerns raised about how long it will take to implement the proposed alterations, and 

the level of disruption that will be experienced during the implementation. 

• The funding is in place at SCC, and this is potentially the last tranche of Small 

Improvement Schemes. 

• The Town Council paid for a proposed design, and it is considered that this proposal is 

not as desirable as the Town Council proposal. 

• To formally consult now would result in a huge delay, sufficiently large enough to stop 

the scheme going ahead at all.  A request from the Town Council to Highways was sent, 

but no response. 

It was proposed and RESOLVED (7-0-5) to indicated to SCC that the scheme is 

supported, but an indication of the how long it will take and the likely disruption 

whilst the scheme is being implemented will be required. 

b 25th Anniversary of the Bruton 7.5T Weight Restriction. 

it is important to commemorate this anniversary.  A member of the public has 

suggested a number of actions. 

• Close the road. 

• An enforcement day. 

• Volunteers to do a HGV watch. 

• Make large 7.5T limit signs 

• Paint on the road 

• School colouring competition. 

Further discussion regarding whether the weight limit has had a positive impact. 
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It was proposed and RESOLVED to contact the police to implement enforcement 

on the day of the anniversary (12-0-0), to write to the SCC portfolio holder and 

ask that the weight limit be added to Trading Standards (12-0-0), and to organise 

a HGV watch (Cllr Jones and Crawford to progress). 

c Church Junction. 

• The signs at this junction need to be rationalised.  This will be the next thing to be 

addressed after the Library Junction improvement scheme. 

• The bollards at the community hall car park were discussed, which have been installed, 

with no sign of the disabled parking bays being repainted.  The bollards are too dark 

and a possible health and safety issue. 

22/124: Station Road Car Park 

a Update current maintenance work on surface. 

The works have been completed and the car park is now open.  The tarmac area will 

extend past the lease end date, and the non tarmac areas will require maintenance 

every four years. 

b Tree maintenance work 

to be discussed in the confidential part of the meeting due to the commercially 

sensitive nature. 

22/125: Churchyard maintenance  

a Sycamore growth in the wall  

The sycamore tree in the wall can be cut down, the wall appears to be structurally safe.  

This could be completed by the grave digger or another contractor.   

b Gate pillars at the West Entrance 

There is a large crack, (which appears to be historic) but the post appears to be sound.  

New gates are to be hung by the owners. 

22/126: Local Community Network (LCN) 

This was a well attended meeting and very productive.  Abri, and the Citizens Advice Bureau 

attended.  Abri run an advice session at the Balsam Centre, and local contact details have 

been requested.   

22/127: Good Company - Bruton Community Interest Company. 

Cllr Hood provided an update about Good Company.  A call to councillors who may wish to 

become a director.  Initially a small group of people, the point has been reached where 

expansion is required, to avoid inquorate meetings.  There is an event @thechapel on 15th 

November, to share and engage, and this is a ‘by invitation only’ event.  Any councillors 

interested to contact Cllr Hood, 
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22/127: Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS)  

The report previously circulated was discussed. The move to the LGPS needs to be fully 

costed, as it is unclear what the employers contribution would be.  The current scheme 

provided is far too low, being the bare minimum and less generous.  This needs to be looked 

at as part of the budget process.  Currently the employer contribution is 20.3%, but this is 

under review and is likely to increase. 

It was proposed and RESOLVED (12-0-0) to make an application to the fund for 

the in year cost, then feed this into the budget for subsequent years.  

22/128: Bank reconciliations 

To note the bank reconciliations for all current and deposit accounts to 30th September 2022.  

Cllr Jones signed the bank reconciliation and supporting bank statements. 

22/129: Budget Position 

To note the current budget report to 30th September 2022.  

22/130: Receipts and Payments. 

To note the receipts and payments for the period of 1st September 2022 to 30th September 

2022. 

Cllrs Jones, Buckland and Robinson left the meeting for the next agenda item (8.56pm) 

22/131: Accounts for Payment. 

To approve the schedule of payments for October 2022 and note the direct debit payments.  

It was RESOLVED (9-0-0) to approve the accounts for payment. 

 

Cllrs Jones, Buckland and Robinson rejoined the meeting (8.57pm) 

An invoice for the works on Station Road car park was received for payment after the above 

list had been circulated.  The invoice is for £18612.00.   

It was RESOLVED (12-0-0) that the invoice is to be paid. 

22/132: Reports.  To receive reports from: 

a Members representing the council on outside bodies. 

• None at this time. 

b Town Councillors 

• Cllr A Baker updated about the Christmas shopping late night on 1st December.  

Will councillors please help and wear Christmas jumpers. 

• Cllr G Baker raised a point about the grant application correspondence from the 

Town Council, usually this is put onto the website, and the current closing date 

is 18th November 2022. 

• Cllr Fradley spoke about the need for yellow lines at the layby near to Station 

Road car park.  Whilst the car park works were ongoing recently and the car 
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park was closed, there was parking that blocked the entrance to the trading 

estate – this issue has been notified to Cllr Trimnell (SCC). 

• Cllr Buckland commented about the Gigaclear exchange box, is very noisy at 

night time.  Communication to be sent to Gigaclear. 

• Cllr Hood welcomed that there are now two pubs in the town centre. 

• Cllr Robinson confirmed that there is a Finance Committee meeting on 22nd 

November 2022. 

• Cllr Taylor mentioned a hedge at Cuckoo Hill, which can be reported on the SCC 

website to be dealt with. 

c Chairman  

• Cllr Jones was please that there is impressive action with Bruton Supports 

Ukraine, and there is a meeting tomorrow. 

• Cllr Jones is progressing the work behind the scenes for Remembrance Sunday, 

and thank you to those getting involved. 

• The river is looking beautiful and lush, and the BrueCrew are due to be engaged 

to tidy up. 

22/133: EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

To consider the exclusion of press and public for the remainder of the meeting under the 

Public Bodies Admissions to Meetings Act 1960, Section 1(2) on the grounds that discussion 

of item 19, is confidential due to a matter of personally sensitive nature, and that 8b and 5aii 

are confidential due to matters of a commercially sensitive nature. 

It was RESOLVED (12-0-0) to exclude the press and public from the following 

three items as stated. 

The meeting ended at 9.11pm, and the member of the public left. 
 

22/134 To consider nominations for the Community Award 2023 

This award is to be presented by the Chair of Somerset County Council. 

This was discussed.  It was proposed and RESOLVED (11-0-1) that the nominee is agreed, and 

Cllr Anderton is to draft the form. 

22/135: Agenda item 8b tree maintenance work at Station Road Car Park 

The three quotes received were discussed.  The quotes vary depending on removal of debris 

added to the pricing.  The preferred contractor had attended previously to address some 

urgent remedial works, and councillors were very impressed with the service received.   

It was RESOLVED (11-0-2) that the contract for the works to be given to the favoured 

contractor, who had attended previously to action some urgent remedial works. 

Cllrs Buckland and Robinson left the meeting at 9.17pm 
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22/136: Agenda item 5aii Christmas Trees 

Two quotes had been received for the provision of Christmas trees to decorate the High 

Street.  The trees are supplied with lights, and this year the lights will be battery operated.  

One quote was considerably lower than the other. 

It was proposed and RESOLVED (11-0-0) that the cheaper quote for the provision of 

Christmas trees be accepted. 

The meeting closed at 9.19pm. 

 Chairman ……………………………….                                                          Date                
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