
 
 

Minutes of the Town Council meeting held virtually (on line)  
via Zoom on Tuesday 27th April 2021 at 7.30pm 

 
A video-recording of this meeting can be seen on Bruton Town Council’s Youtube 
channel by clicking on this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gt1jUtpC4kU  
  
Present:              Councillors: Anderton, Karen Baker, Brownlow, Crawford (from 

19:41), Day, Fradley, Hood, Jones (Chair), Robinson and Skinner 
In Attendance:  District Councillor Lucy Trimnell 

Community Development Officer 
Town Clerk 
Chair of Abbey Ponds Working Group 
Five members of the public 
 

The meeting started at 19:35. 
 
20/196 Welcome and Apologies for Absence 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained that planning application 
20/02297/OUT was on the agenda because the extraordinary Full Council meeting to discuss 
this application had to be cancelled due to the period of mourning following the death of the 
Duke of Edinburgh. 
Apologies had been received from Councillor Pickering.  

 
20/197 Declarations of Interests 
Councillor Robinson declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in item 20/209 as a payment to 
his employer was included in the list of payments. 
Councillor Anderton declared a personal interest in item 20/200 as his home shared a 
boundary with the current GP surgery. 
Councillor Brownlow declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in item 20/209 as one of the 
payments on the list was a reimbursement to him for the cost of future training.  

 
20/198 Minutes of previous meeting 

To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 30th March 2021. 
 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to approve the minutes as 
presented.  
 
20/199 Public Question Time 
The Chair noted that a representative from Radio Ninesprings was in attendance and it was 
agreed to deal with item 20/208 soon after 20/200 to enable him to speak without having to 
stay for the duration of the meeting. All other members of the public were interested in item 
20/200. 
 
20/200 Planning Application 

To consider the following application and report recommendations to South Somerset 
District Council 
 
20/02297/OUT Land north of Brewham Road, Bruton.  Outline application 
with access to be determined and all other matters reserved, for the residential 
development of the land for up to 65 dwellings and safeguarding of land for a new GP 
Practice; alongside public open space, a drainage scheme and associated works.  
https://publicaccess.southsomerset.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=QF1XECO
WK5J00 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gt1jUtpC4kU
https://publicaccess.southsomerset.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=QF1XECOWK5J00
https://publicaccess.southsomerset.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=QF1XECOWK5J00
https://publicaccess.southsomerset.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=QF1XECOWK5J00
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The Chair explained that the applicant’s representative would speak first. Then, members of 
the public would be given an opportunity to speak before Councillors asked any questions of 
the applicant’s representative.  
 
The applicant’s representative summarised the planning application details and noted that the 
two fundamental changes were the introduction of land for a GP surgery and the reduction in 
the number of proposed dwellings from 70 to 65. Previous concerns regarding highways and 
pedestrian access and works to Brewham Road had been addressed.  
 
19:41 – Councillor Crawford joined the meeting. 
 
Required ecological surveys had been undertaken and approved by SSDC’s ecologist. A 
geophysical scan had been undertaken and it had been established that there were no 
underground archaeological or heritage assets on the site. The applicant had been in 
discussions with SSDC and SCC regarding the mitigation of phosphates on the site and it had 
been determined that it would not be viable or achievable to mitigate phosphates on-site. 
Therefore, off-site mitigation would be required, either through a direct scheme delivered by a 
future developer, via phosphate credits available from a scheme elsewhere in Somerset or via 
financial contributions to SCC for their own mitigation projects. Discussions were ongoing.  
 
19:43 – The Chair allowed a public open session. 
 

• In response to a question from a member of the public, the applicant’s representative 
confirmed that access to the proposed development would be via Wyvern Close. 

• It was felt that this application for 65 dwellings, along with the separate application for 
60 dwellings on land south of Brewham Road, represented too many of new dwellings 
for Bruton, in excess of the agreed quota.  

• Bruton needed some additional cheaper, one-bedroom dwellings. 

• There was concern that the proposed development would increase pollution, adversely 
impact infrastructure, devastate a green site and add to the sprawl towards Brewham.  

 
19:47 – Another member of the public joined the meeting. 
 

• The distance from the site to the centre of Bruton was too great and the nearby road of 
Eastfield was considered unsuitable for additional traffic. The applicant had not 
addressed these issues, which had been highlighted during discussions on the previous 
application for this site (19/03103/OUT). 

• The area shown on plan 10, submitted with the application, showed that double yellow 
lines would be applied to the junction of Brue Avenue and Wyvern Close, outside 
sheltered housing. This would cause a problem for carers, who regularly parked here 
to attend the sheltered housing. 

• Plan 11 showed that pavements would be removed outside houses in Brue Avenue, 
which would discourage people from walking rather than using their cars.  

• It was not clear whether there was adequate funding available to relocate the GP 
surgery to the site. 

• The development would increase the risk of flooding to surrounding properties. 

• Additional vehicle movements for occupiers of the new dwellings and employees and 
patients of the new GP surgery could not be safely accommodated on existing link 
roads and would present a danger to pedestrians.  

• Drivers travelling east along the A359 to access the development would likely use 
Eastfield rather than Brue Avenue to access the site. SSDC had already stated that 
Eastfield was not suitable for additional traffic. 

 
The Chair invited Councillors to ask the applicant’s representative any questions: 
 

• Councillor Robinson asked for a summary of the changes to the highway and 
pedestrian access since October. The applicant’s representative said that works that 
County Highways deemed necessary had been resolved but it had not been possible to 
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agree improvements to walking routes linking to the site south of Brewham Road. A 
Brewham Road mitigation scheme had been submitted, as required by SCC, to ensure 
that the necessary improvements could be realised, in conjunction with S106 
contributions to improve walking routes to and from the site.  

• Councillor Hood noted that the newly submitted highway plan was almost identical to 
the original submission and pointed out that it had not been approved by County 
Highways. Rather, County Highways were minded to approve the new highway plan 
subject to a safety audit that had yet to be carried out. Bruton Safer Walking and 
Cycling Group had submitted a thorough assessment of the transport issues relating to 
connectivity of the site and the town centre but, despite offers of further discussions 
with the Town Council on this issue, the applicant had not approached the Town 
Council for a meeting. The applicant’s representative said that the issues raised in the 
assessment had been discussed with County Highways to ascertain if they would be 
supported but no viable scheme was identified because the relevant landowners did 
not take part in the discussions. As a result, the new highway plan was submitted 
without further discussion with the Town Council. Councillor Hood felt that the 
highway plan was not at all safe but acknowledged that this would be a matter for the 
Town Council to take up with County Highways.   

• Councillor Anderton referred to the many objections to the increase in traffic using 
existing estate roads that would be incurred by the proposed development and asked 
why the plans did not include a direct access point from Brewham Road. The 
applicant’s representative said that the application had been based on the emerging 
SSDC Local Plan, which required the character of Brewham Road to be preserved 
through the retention of hedgerows. The applicant had also been informed by SSDC 
and County Highways that they would oppose an access onto Brewham Road. In order 
to accommodate the GP surgery, the applicant had been working to demonstrate that 
the Wyvern Road access would meet the requirements of County Highways. Providing 
access to the GP surgery via Wyvern Road would not incur any additional costs, 
whereas, a new access from Brewham Road would require the provision of a 
substantial road junction, which would be costly. The application delivers free land for 
the GP surgery and provides for an adopted highway access from day one.  

• Councillor Brownlow expressed concern about the cumulative effect on Bruton of this 
proposed development, the development south of Brewham Road, the Cubis 
development and the Enterprise Centre. As Bruton did not have a ring road, all 
through traffic must travel through the Town Centre on the A359. Approximately 400 
additional vehicles from these new developments would result in an extra vehicle 
movement every 40 seconds, adding to traffic chaos and pollution already 
experienced. Councillor Brownlow asked how the developer could justify these effects 
on the centre of Bruton. The developers representative said that the site had been 
identified in the Local Plan to meet housing need in South Somerset and said that the 
developer would still work to address the issues raised. The provision of land for a GP 
surgery would satisfy existing need for access to GP services and would also 
accommodate new residents from the proposed developments. The applicant’s 
representative went on to say that the proposed development south of Brewham Road 
would need to be reassessed by SSDC to ensure that phosphate mitigation was 
adequate and because the application did not make any provision for GP or other NHS 
services. In addition, SSDC was now able to demonstrate a five-year housing land 
supply and, as such, the applicant’s representative felt that the proposal for the site 
north of Brewham Road was more likely to be approved than that to the south.  

• Councillor Robinson pointed out that, if both applications on Brewham Road were 
approved, the additional housing would mean that Bruton would be providing 59% 
more housing than required in the Local Plan, which could be an argument for not 
granting permission to either site. Also, the Local Government Review might mean 
that the Local Plan may not be in place for very much longer.  

 
20:23 – The Chair brought the public open session to a close.  
 
Councillors discussed the application and the points raised in the public open session, and 
made the following observations: 
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• Moving the surgery to the far end of town would increase traffic movements because 
more people would need to drive to this more distant location.  

• The Chair summarised the objections made by the Town Council to the original 
application.  

• The newly submitted application had changed very little compared to the original 
application.  

• The provision of land for a GP surgery was a positive change but none of the concerns 
raised in regard to the original application had been addressed. Locating the GP 
surgery here would exacerbate traffic problems in adjoining roads. 

• Councillors were disappointed that the applicant had not consulted the Town Council 
on the walking and cycling assessment that had been submitted by the Bruton Safer 
Walking and Cycling Group. The Town Council had been willing to work with the 
developer on ideas to address issues raised by this application but no consultation had 
taken place over the preceding six months. 

• Councillors were not in favour of off-site phosphate mitigation.  

• Bruton was being asked to provide a disproportionate number of new dwellings, 
amounting to 59% over the  number required in the Local Plan, if both Brewham Road 
sites were to go ahead. This was at odds with the Local Plan’s definition of Bruton as a 
Rural Centre. 

• It was acknowledged that the number of dwellings being proposed had been reduced 
from 70 to 65 but it was felt that this small reduction would not mitigate the impact on 
local roads because the addition of a GP surgery on the site would increase traffic 
movements significantly. 

 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed that the Town Council 
recommends refusal of this application and wishes to reiterate the comments 
made in relation to the previous, similar application on this site, as follows:  
 

• There has been insufficient consultation with the local community and its 
elected representatives, and as a result the applicants are not in a position 
fully to understand and appreciate local needs and wishes. 

• Bruton’s infrastructure is in urgent need of improvement and Bruton 
Surgery is Somerset Clinical Commissioning Group’s top priority for 
improvement, so it would be more appropriate to use the site for a new 
health centre rather than for more houses. 

• Bruton Town Council has previously specified (in its response to the SSDC 
Issues and Options consultation) that any new housing off the Brewham 
Road should be low density with a total of no more than 6o dwellings, 
ideally split equally between sites on either side of the Brewham Road. 
The 60 dwellings will now be delivered by the agreed development south 
of Brewham Road. 

• In the current Climate Emergency the application’s reliance on motor-car 
access is inappropriate. It ignores the guidance set out in the 
Government’s Cycle Infrastructure Design local transport note (LTN 20/1) 
and offers no provision for cyclists. 

• The proposed access arrangements would direct substantially more motor 
and pedestrian traffic onto Eastfields, the Brewham Road and Quaperlake 
Street, three roads where pedestrians are already at risk, thereby gravely 
compromising road safety.  

• The application would increase flooding risks to existing, agreed and 
proposed housing developments, all the more so given the predicted 85% 
rainfall increase. This is contrary to the declaration by the Town, District 
and County Councils of a Climate Emergency. 
 

In addition, the Town Council wishes to point out that, while the applicant has 
addressed the need for a new GP surgery in Bruton, the number of dwellings 
also included in the application has only been reduced by five. The additional 
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traffic from employees and patients of the surgery would exacerbate the traffic 
problems already identified.  
Finally, SSDC is now able to demonstrate a five-year housing land supply. This 
application and the application for 60 dwellings south of Brewham Road will 
lead to Bruton being 59% over its minimum hosing allocation. 
 
The Chair thanked the applicant’s representative and members of the public for attending. 
 
20:35 – The Chair allowed a five minute recess. 
 
20:40 – The meeting resumed [turning to other business]. 


