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Town Committee 
31st January 2023 
 

 
 

DRAFT Minutes of the TOWN COMMITTEE meeting held at the 
Community Hall, on Tuesday 31st January 2023 at 7.30pm 

 
Present: Councillors G Baker (Vice Chairman), Buckland, Coulter, Crawford, and Jones 
In attendance: Town Clerk 

 
Due to Cllr Anderton submitting apologies, Cllr G Baker, as Vice Chairman, chaired the 
meeting. 
 
The meeting started at 7.30pm.  There were no members of the public present, therefore there 
was no public session. 
 
T22/01: Apologies for absence (LGA 1972 s85(1)). 

Apologies were received from Councillors Anderton, Fradley and Wilson.  It was 
RESOLVED (5-0-0) to approve the apologies. 

 
T22/02: Declarations of interest 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
T22/03: Minutes of the previous meeting (LGA 1972 sch 12 para 41(1)).  
It was RESOLVED (5-0-0) that the minutes of the Town Committee meeting of 11th 
October 2022 be adopted as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
T22/04: To receive an update from the previous meeting. 

• The water trough at Durslade allotments was agreed in the last meeting.   

• The Clerk has contacted the landlord for permission to install the trough, and is 
awaiting a response.   

• It was decided not to proceed with Warm Spaces. 
 
T22/05: Abbey Ponds Working Group. 

• The last meeting was very positive, with consideration of a Conservation Management 
Plan (CMP) to be funded via a Countryside Steward arrangement (DEFRA).  The CMP 
must be in place before ANY clearance type works can be considered.   

• The weather has not helped with the condition of the pathway, not with access through 
the allotments.  Consideration was given to asking Hauser and Wirth to extend the 
pathway through the allotments, possibly to take place at the same time as the 
electrical works. 

It was RESOLVED (4-1-0) to ask Hauser and Wirth to consider extending the 
pathway through the allotment field. 
 
T22/06: BruBowl Working Group. 
There is a working group meeting on Monday 6th February 2023, at 6pm, via Zoom. 
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T22/07: Footpaths Working Group. 
The notes from the meeting held on 6th December 2022 had been previously circulated.  There 
is a Footpaths working group meeting on 7th February 2023. 
 
T22/08: Play Areas. 
The Town Clerk produced a summary of the works required from the three annual inspection 
reports, and will meet with Cllr Buckland in due course to discuss the works and a plan 
accordingly. 
It was proposed and RESOLVED (5-0-0) that the Clerk obtains a quote for the 
required works, and that councillors consider undertaking some formal training 
for play area inspection to conduct weekly inspections. 
 
T22/09: Speed Indicator Device (SID). 

• A schedule was circulated of the proposed rotation of the SID locations commencing 6th 
February 2023.   

• A couple of the locations (Park Wall in particular) require a small amount of foliage 
removal to ensure maximum visibility for the SID.   

• The proposed rotation is to be forwarded to Cllrs Anderton and Hood for approval, and 
once received the rotation can commence. 

It was RESOLVED (5-0-0) to agree the minor foliage removal works, and to 
obtain approval from Cllrs Anderton and Hood before commencing the rotation 
of SID locations, as suggested. 
 
T22/10: Town Information. 
Town Signage and Information boards. 

• Currently the information board at Riverside walk is destroyed and requires replacing.  
It is suggested that Cllr Anderton leads this project 

It was RESOLVED (5-0-0) to a) contact SSDC Tourism for supplier information, 
b) obtain quotes to replace the information boards retaining the existing 
supports, and c) to locate a designer in Bruton to help with designing the signage 
(Hauser and Wirth to be approached), and improve the map. 
Signposting: public toilets and information office. 

• Should a sign be required on the High Street, planning permission would be required.  
This is to be referred to the Planning and Consultation Response committee.  Contact 
SSDC Tourism to obtain advice regarding information signs, and also a Bruton Town 
Council and Information Centre sign (possible window etching) on the main window. 

Town maps. 

• An interactive site was suggested, that is supported by free software, but needs a QR 
code.  A paper is required, which is then ‘ported’ into the software and loaded onto the 
Town Council website.  Cllr Coulter is to lead this item. 

It was RESOLVED (5-0-0) that Cllr Coulter works with the Town Clerk to 
progress the interactive map. 
Step into Bruton. 

• There is currently no update available regarding this item.  Cllr Buckland to liaise with 
the Chamber of Commerce to locate a draft version. 
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Town Council website. 

• There needs to be improved access to Town Council documents and papers that 
support meetings.  The Town Clerk is to work with Cllr Anderton to consider how best 
to improve this. 

T22/11: Allotments. 
Water trough for Durslade allotments. 

• The quote previously obtained needs to be updated.  Permission requested from 
Hauser and Wirth on 31st January 2023, response awaited.   

• Cllr Buckland to install an additional water butt at the communal shed. 
Trees on allotment plots at Cuckoo Hill, to be removed.  

• The Town Clerk is to contact the allotment plot tenant of the occupied plot to inform 
them that the tree is to be removed.  The tree on the vacant plot to be removed.  Cllr 
Buckland offered to remove the trees, with the possibility of relocating them. 

It was RESOLVED (5-0-0) to arrange removal/relocation of the trees. 
 
Cllr Crawford requested that a deposit system to be implemented for new allotment plot 
tenants, to guard against unnecessary costs when there is a change in tenant, and clearing the 
site.  This needs to be referred to Finance and Resources Committee at the April meeting. 
 
T22/12. The Look of the Town. 
Commercial waste bins – update on Crown Green Bins. 

• Cllr Jones gave a brief overview of the commercial bins that are collected from Crown 
Green.  The Town Clerk also provided an update of the actions that the Town Council 
have taken to support reaching a solution.   

• The Town Clerk is to contact Somerset Waste Partnership senior executive to escalate 
the lack of response to the local business, and copy in the County Councillor.  

• The priority is to consider parking restrictions in a few small areas to assist with larger 
collection trucks to be able to manoeuvre into Lower Backway. 

Picnic area by Packhorse bridge. 

• This was discussed in October, with consultation to the residents who live locally to this 
area for feedback.  Council members need to speak to residents.   

• Cllr Buckland had two ideas about the possible bench replacements: to have a concrete 
pad to which the replacement picnic bench can be fixed, or to have a picnic bench that 
will encircle the tree..   

• Cllrs Jones and Buckland to lead the approach to residents. 
Watering of flower troughs. 
This is now incorporated with the Grounds Maintenance Contract. 
Weed control. 

• Cllr Jones reported that a volunteer will be co-ordinating community weeding.  Cllr 
Buckland suggested that research to take place to determine a glyphosate free weedkiller 
to be used on Town Council open spaces for sites that are not to be strimmed.  The Town 
Council needs to approve what can be used. 

• The Clerk reported that another member of the public had contacted the Town Council 
to offer to weed the beds at the stepping stones, and suggested that the decayed sleepers 
that form the bed are replaced.  A previous recommendation to replace the sleepers had 
been passed at Full Council.  The original quote is to be reviewed and then the work to 
go ahead. 
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Beds on the pavement in Patwell Street.  
There are beds on the pavement in Patwell Street that are impeding pedestrian access.  This 
needs to be reported to SSDC 
 
T22/13: Legge Footbridge at Berkeley Gardens. 
SSDC want to shut the footbridge, as repairs are required and it is unclear who is responsible 
for carrying them out.  Cllr Jones put forward three actions to take which are: 

• Cllr Anderton is working with SSDC officers who are looking at microfiche records of 
the original planning permission to establish who is responsible for the upkeep of the 
footbridge.  Wait for the response to this investigation. 

• Based on the outcome of the SSDC investigations, approach residents with the outcome 
and discuss next actions. 

• The last chance could be asking Good Company CIC to fund raise to replace the bridge. 
It was RESOLVED (5-0-0) that the three actions as listed should be followed in 
that order, to progress the repairs of the footbridge. 
 
T22/14: Eastfield raised beds and deployment of SALC Grant. 

• The space at Eastfield was discussed.  Three quotes are to be obtained for the fence 
replacement, and also to install the design as presented, to ensure that both the fence 
replacement and also the raised beds can be facilitated with the grant monies obtained. 

• The next actions would be to determine who is going to use the space.  Consult the 
residents who live close by.  The design could be displayed in the Community Office, 
and also on the website for residents to view.   

It was RESOLVED (5-0-0) to obtain three quotes for the design and fencing 
(separate quotes) and then display the design for residents to view. 
 
T22/15: Youth Shelters and pre-application planning advice.  
The information has been obtained for the additional youth shelter, to enable obtaining pre-
planning application advice.  The youth shelter that was destroyed is also to be replaced, on 
the same site that the previous shelter was located.   
It was RESOLVED (5-0-0) to go ahead with pre-application advice for a new 
youth shelter and to obtain three quotes to replace the shelter that was destroyed 
 
T22/16: Wall repairs Godminster Lane/Park Road at Jubilee playing fields.   
The repairs to the wall will require Godminster Lane and Park Road to be closed at some 
stage, but the management of traffic and the implementation of a diversion requires input 
from a traffic management contractor.  Highways will waive the fee for the road closure.  A 
possible date is required from the wall repair contractor. 
It was RESOLVED (5-0-0) that the Town Clerk is delegated, working with the 
Deputy Clerk and Cllr Anderton and Buckland, to progress the road closure to 
ensure that the wall repairs can take place.  It was RESOLVED (5-0-0) to obtain a 
quote from the traffic management contractor who has managed event road 
closures for the Town Council. 
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T22/17: Defibrillators. Responsibility and monitoring.   

• The defibrillators in Bruton were discussed.  It is important to ensure that there are 
clear location signs to say the precise location of the device.   

• Two of the devices require a software upgrade.   

• One device at the Enterprise has not been installed yet, the Town Clerk is to contact the 
contractor who is due to install the device. 

• The Town Clerk is to collate a spreadsheet to ensure that monitoring of the inspection 
of the devices regularly can be updated. 

• The device at Jubilee Park is maintained by Bruton Football Club.  Cllr Baker inspects 
the device at the Unionist Club.  The device in the phone box at West End is inspected 
by the Rotary.  The Town Council pays for consumables. 

 
T22/18: Happy to chat benches. 
There are two locations for ‘Happy to Chat benches’, which require adequate signage.  It was 
RESOLVED to delegate to the Town Clerk, working with Cllrs Jones, Anderton 
and Buckland to order two plaques for the benches. 
 
T22/19: Date of next meeting 
The Committee expects to meet next on Tuesday 21st March 2023. 

 
The meeting ended at 9.25pm 

 
Signed: 
 
 
 
Date: 
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