BRUTON ()
TOWN COUNCIL

Abbey Ponds Working Group

A MEETING of the ABBEY PONDS WORKING GROUP will take place on Monday
13th July 2026 at 7.30pm to be held at Bruton Community Hall.

In attendance: Cllrs Jones (E]), Crawford (JC) and Coulter (EC), members Charles
Couzens (CC), Roger Gallannaugh (RG), Ed Tickner (ET).

Meeting started at 7.30pm.

MEETING NOTES

26/01: Election of Chair.

[t was proposed and agreed that Cllr Jones is Chair of the Abbey Ponds Working
Group.

26/02: Election of Vice Chair.

It was agreed to defer this item and to elect a Vice Chair if required at a future date.
26/03: Apologies for absence.

Apologies received from Gordon Fry.

26/04: Declarations of interest

Declarations of Interests Members to declare any interests, including disclosable
pecuniary interests, they may have in agenda items that accord with the
requirements of the Town Council’s Code of Conduct and to consider any written
requests from members for dispensations that accord with the Localism Act 2011
s33 (b-e) (This does not preclude any later declaration).

None.

26/05: Notes from the previous Working Group meeting, held on 20t April
2026.

To agree the Notes from the meeting on 20th April 2026 as a true and accurate
record of the meeting.

The meeting notes from 20 April 2026 were agreed.
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26/06: Level Access: “Connecting Abbey Ponds”
To receive an update on any progress:

a. Information signage on Abbey Ponds. To receive a short oral report
regarding the progress of installing the stone signage.

The clerk provided a short oral update regarding the installation of the
stones which should be completed by the end of July.

b. To review the project progress against budget.

The spend to budget circulated was reviewed with no further comment.
The budget is roughly on track which is good news.

26/07: Habitat management
a. To note any recent work parties of King’'s Bruton student volunteers, under
Bruton Town Council’s Section 17 Management Agreement for the
Scheduled Monument with Historic England.

The students from Kings volunteer predominantly in the winter and spring
terms. The next scheduled works are due to start in September, subject to
volunteers from the student body.

A short discussion took place regarding the continuation works, which
mainly involves cutting down of dead elms scrub.

JC asked about the ivy that hangs from the Hawthorne trees could be
removed. This might not be appropriate for the student working party, and
can be discussed further at the next meeting. RG will feed that back.

b. To receive an introduction to the Forest of Selwood’s Meadows project from
Charles Couzens.

Charles was welcomed to the group. CC is a trustee for the Forest of
Selwood (FOS), who have recently been awarded grant funding. The funding
can be used for land management in Bruton (considering Abbey Ponds, and
other areas in Bruton).

A Project Officer has been employed for two days a week. One of the first
jobs will be to make contact with local land owners. There is an event taking
place in the afternoon/early evening on Wednesday 29 July at Cookes Farm,
where areas that have been restored to a meadow (gradual meadow
restoration).
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The Project Officer, provided by the FOS Trust, can assist with managing
countryside, by creating management plans and prescriptions within the
Abbey Ponds (and other areas). Also part of the role is to lead with
volunteer activities in the Abbey Ponds.

Examples of support:
o keen to facilitate volunteer days to cut back scrub.

e  manage butterfly bunds, looking at them earlier and later in the
year. The butterfly bunds need a September cut. The level of
growth at the moment is huge, as they have not been worked
upon recently.

e  Possible volunteer events in August and September this year.
FOS have been liaising with One Planet Bruton to secure
volunteers from the HoeDown, and also BrueCREW. The dates to
be agreed with the working group, possibly on a Saturday rather
than a weekday.

The project is to consider specific areas designated as meadows, so a
relatively smaller space than a large are.

CC is also looking to working with the Growing Space at the Balsam Centre
to harvest seeds from the butterfly bund, and bring them on as plug plants
for next year.

The seed scattering at the bramble area of the top pond which was cleared earlier in
the year, has not been successful. Clearing scrub at the edges of the ponds where
the scrub is thicker, could be better. RG observed that it is quite difficult to get
people on the ground to make a visible difference. Atthe moment it is really just
brambles and nettles which is not so attractive. A larger working party would have
a bigger effect which would have a longer lasting impact.

CC asked about goats grazing the ponds area, and that this could that be managed
with the goats restrained or geotagged (actively managed by the owner of the
goats). The clerk suggested that Historic England were not keen on livestock. The
issue of the land being agricultural land was discussed.

c. To schedule upcoming habitat management work parties.

The dates will be agreed by emailing the Working Group.
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d. To consider modifications to the Habitat Management Plan.

The Environmental Land Management (ELMS) paper provided by EJ was
discussed, and needs to be brought to a further meeting for discussion,
October discussion.

CC spoke at length about Higher Tier Countryside Stewardship Scheme,
which is a way to fund the ongoing management of the ponds. The scheme is
competitive, and the sooner that you register an interest with Natural
England, the better.

ET suggested that the habitat plan was a bit hybrid. CC suggested that it
needs to be in the format that Natural England would need it to be in a
particular format.

ET spoke also about a habitat plan across the entire site being required by
Historic England.

EJ suggested that it is recommended to Full Council to submit an application
for Countryside Stewardship which would cover the Dovecote Field (Abbey
Park) (everything south of the railway line), to make sure that the area is
large enough to be considered within the Countryside Stewardship.

This is not just a meadow restoration, there are other facets that make the
area more interesting.

26/08: Archaeology and Heritage.

To receive any updates on research since meetings.

a. Toreceive and discuss the summary of the meeting with the Historic
England Inspector on 6 May 2026.

The clerk overviewed notes from the meeting, which had three key points:

e 517 management agreement in place for scrub clearance negates the
need to reapply for Scheduled Monument Consent (SMC) when it
runs out in December 2026.

e the remote controlled machine used to clear brambles and nettles,
earlier in the year, is not to be used again.

e any structural works (leaky dam, ramp over the ‘stepping stone’
desire line) will need to have a SMC application, which would involve
an archaeological historical assessment before any works were
considered. A quote has been obtained for the archaeological
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investigation into the sluice gate, which can be considered for the
abbey ponds budget next year.

CC has some memory of the previous dam that was in place, which was a
very basic structure and earth bank. The context, and also the water flow
was discussed, and how the landscape has changed over time.

CC spoke about pond management, and any pond that is stream fed, the
sediment within that will cause the pond to disappear. Usually regular
clearance is built into a management, and the silt built up in the pond is not
part of the historic fabric of the ponds.

b. To receive an update on research into management of other Ponds on
former Abbey sites, and advice received.

A short paper was introduced by E] regarding the management of two sets
of abbey ponds in other areas. E] met with the management lead of the
ponds in the second area (Titchfield), and discussed in particular the
regular de-silting of the ponds. Here, good relationships have been
established with the Environment Agency (EA) and Historic England (HE).
The de-silting has taken place there with the agreement of EA and HE.

One issue was the collapse of a bank between two of the ponds, which was
restored in a more modern way, which was satisfactory to HE. This could
be a design that could be approved by HE in Abbey Ponds.

E] met with an advisor met on site at Abbey Ponds, who is very
experienced in Farming in Protected Landscape with Isle of Wight and
Hampshire National Landscape, and thought that the scheme at Titchfield
would work quite well in Abbey Ponds. A special aerial photo was
produced (Lidar)which shows that the bank between the top two ponds is
still in place, and the shapes of the two upper ponds are still in place, both
rectangular. The bottom ponds is a more natural looking pond, where the
top two ponds seem more contrived or constructed.

RG has a plan, which shows the ponds area in the 1960’s which shows two
ponds like the Lidar photo.

It was agreed to recommend to Town Committee ask the archaeologist to
undertake the desk-based assessment, but also to include the second pond.
From the existing Abbey Ponds Development budget for the current financial
year. the aim would be a view to reinstating a dam type structure with
something that is historically in keeping with what was there before.
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Some resident feedback was shared: they were not happy about the state of
the ponds in general, and in particular the upper pipe outlet undertaken in
December, that the sides were too vertical.

26/09: Vision for Habitat and Heritage.
To consider medium and longer-term objectives for ponds restoration.

a. To discuss proposals for a leaky dam.

The archaeologist desk based assessment report (when commissioned)
may actually supersede a leaky dam.

b. To discuss the proposal for a culvert and subsequent walk way (rather than
a footbridge) near to the stepping stones at the lower end of Abbey Ponds.

RG has proposed a culvert and a walkway, and has produced some designs, much
simpler than a bridge. There is no excavation required - the pipe is laid and built up
around to provide the gradual incline for improving the way through.

The clerk pointed out that any works of this nature require an archaeology
assessment with a view to submitting a Scheduled Monument Consent application.

The clerk is to contact the archaeologist to look at the site for the proposed culvert
ramp. This means extending the scope of the archaeological investigation to include
the north end of the second pond, as shown in the Lidar image.

The lower, third pond, closest to the railway line was discussed. EC asked Network
Rail have been contacted about the lower pond, to investigate why this pond area
exists and is very different to the other two, and if plans/maps might be available to
view. ET is to contact Network Rail to investigate this further.

ET shared that there is no relevant information in the Kings archives, He has now
been put in touch with archives at two other locations, to be followed up.

26/10: Date of next meeting.

The next meeting to take place on Monday 12t October, in the Community Hall at
7.30pm. Agenda items to the Chair of the Working Group by Monday 5th October
2026.

Meeting closed at 8.40pm.
END OF MEETING NOTES
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