BRUTON 0}
TOWN COUNCIL

CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL EMERGENCY WORKING GROUP
(CEEWG) meeting on Tuesday 7th July 2026 at 7.30pm in the
Community Hall.

In attendance:

Cllrs Hood (Chair), D Mullis (DM), N Truman (NT), ] Durney (JD), ClIr Jones (EJ) and
C Couzens (CC).

Officer present:
Assistant Town Clerk (ATC).
Meeting started at:
7.30pm.

MEETING NOTES
26/09: Apologies for Absence (LGA 1972 s85(1)).
Apologies received from Richard Clothier.

Although unnecessary to review the position of chair, Cllr Hood is happy to remain
chair and all agreed.

26/10: Notes of the previous meeting.
To receive and approve the notes from the last meeting held on 11th May 2026.

The notes from the meeting held on 11th May 2026 were agreed as an accurate
record of that meeting.

Actions outstanding:

JD and CC will be setting a date soon for their talk on making homes more resilient
to extreme weather events.

The chair has made contact in relation to the talk on EV’s offered by a Batcombe
resident but has not received a reply.

26/11: To receive a report following the review of the Bruton Town Council
Grounds Maintenance contract.

The report was noted by all.

Comments:

e ATCreports a well-established rapport with the contractor, improved with
regular contact and reporting systems.
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e ATCreports that officer capacity on occasions allows review site visits but is
not always possible. Should there be any issues, reporting to officers is
helpful.

e It does not appear that the designated wildflower areas in the Churchyard are
being managed as envisaged. In particular the volunteer-planted bulbs on the
Station Road edge have once again been cut too early. A meeting with the
contractor and all volunteer groups at St Mary’s Churchyard may be helpful
to liaise with contractor and clarify the details for the pollinator corridor
around the perimeter of the wall side road. Before doing so it would be
helpful to have a clearer understanding of any difficulties the contractor may
be experiencing in fulfilling this part of the contract (ATC).

e Now that we have the ‘Wilder Allotment’ and ‘Wilder Gardens’, an aspiration
for ‘Wilder Churches’ could be a next step.

e C(CCis attending Town Committee meeting on 21st July to discuss the potential
for Forest of Selwood management at the Dovecot fields. There is real
potential for a Countryside Stewardship at this site.

26/12: Update regarding recent petition progress.

There has been an ongoing petition regarding Glyphosate use at The Newt in the car
park and in agricultural land. More recently there has also been hedge cutting at the
Creamery.

There has been no further information, the chair will seek updates.

26/13: Town Council planning policy update.

The chair has produced a document - an amalgamation of what is in the Town Plan
and what is in the One Planet Bruton Action Plan, which will be considered at the
next Council meeting.

[t is important to note that this is not a ‘Policy’ (such as a ‘Neighbourhood Plan’/
‘Local Plan’), as this could give a misleading impression regarding its weight in
planning matters, it is therefore called a ‘Planning Statement’.

26/14: One Planet Bruton initiatives - progress update.

e Freecycle event took place last weekend.
e Work continues at the allotments with the ‘Wilder Allotments’ scheme, with
more members encouraged to sign up.

e Work continues with the ‘Wilder Gardens’ scheme, with almost 100% of
residents at St Catherine’s Hill now signed up.

Climate and Ecological Emergency Working Group7t July 2026
Page 2



BRUTON 0}
TOWN COUNCIL

e A‘Wilder Gardens’ open day is planned for Sunday 12t July, which will
include two walk and talk tours around St Catherine’s Hill, tickets are
available for up to 10 people per tour.

o A further open gardens event is planned for September, with an anchor
garden in Burrowfield. Funds raised will go to Somerset Wildlife Trust.

26/15: Land and Nature.
1. Field Maple tree at Jubilee Park

a. To discuss the removal of the tree and discuss recommendations for
use of tree trunk for wildlife habitat.

The idea of leaving the tree stem (upright) positioned somewhere as a potential for
wildlife habitat is to be explored, also the potential to be carved as a Totem.

The ATC will approach the tree surgeon for exploration of this idea or alternative
similar suggestions.

26/16: Member updates and AOB
e Chair;

o Abooking has been made on 8th September at the Community Hall, for
Alex Sherman from Bath Preservation Trust to talk about listed
buildings.

o Coombe Brooke catchment; There has been good engagement so far
from the local farmers. One farmer mentioned some historical
involvement with the Environment Agency, which will need further
consideration.

o The chair has spoken with the potential buyer of Coombe Hill House
and field. Comes across as very hands-on with what is happening to
the field and is in touch with the farmer. Very accepting of discussion
with the community as to what happens at the field. Scope for a
positive relationship.

o Itislooking likely that the Town Council’s lease of County Fields will
go ahead, but no management discussions have taken place yet.

o The Chirrup team are keen to get devices deployed as soon as possible,
deployed in pairs, with a pair on each farm between March-Sept for a
couple of months analysing for an average reading. Richard’s
experience has been that local farmers engaged well which is
encouraging.
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o A dormice survey may be of interest to the Greenscombe Farm which
will be explored.

o Established a potential contact at a recent tree conference, Barbra
Lakin who works for County Council and does training for
organisations around ancient tree surveys and hedgerow. Approached
for running an event in Bruton in the Autumn, also the possibility to
include an introduction to the various apps.

o Lucy Stockton, the new meadows officer started last week, 2 days a
week with a year contract. Lucy is very focused on projects in Bruton
and has been looking at Abbey Ponds, but keen on working in other
areas (Cubis/Durslade Farm/Quarry fields perhaps).

o The planned talks on ‘Keeping Cool’ and ‘Keeping Warm'’ are via a
contact who already gives these talks to the elderly in Frome, who has
agreed to provide the same in Bruton independently. Chair to contact
with a view to setting talks up.

o Would like to highlight that the Somerset Local Plan consultation is live
and will need attention/consideration.

20:09 JD left the meeting.

* EJ;

o There is now a qualified trainer of river fly monitors on the Brue Crew
team, who can certify trainees. There will be some dates for training
sessions. The chair suggested a contribution from the Town Council
may be possible for this purpose, as with the planned talks.

o The next Abbey Ponds working group meeting is on Monday, CC is
joining the working group, and the agenda will go out tomorrow. CC
will be introducing the forest of Selwood management approach. The
group are now looking at a grand restoration plan for the ponds for
both heritage and habitat. It was recommended by a contact from
National Landscape, that joining the Historic Gardens Trust will
support this project.

o Adaption plans; SALC are at stage 2 of a lottery ‘shared futures’
application, to help communities to be environmentally sustainable,
with Somerset Wildlife Trust, Climate Action group Somerset, and
Adventure Frome all involved. The plan is for Bruton to become
involved in this project.

o Anature recovery plan has been made (Somerset Wildlife Trust) with
Upper Brue restoration, and contact has begun with landowners. This
involves no farming with compensation for farmers.
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o The Environment Agency have now released their plans for works at
the Bruton Damm for resilience purposes. This is an opportunity to
engage people with natural flood management.

26/17: Date of the next meeting:
To discuss/agree the date and venue of the next meeting.

The next meeting will be on Monday 14th September at 7:30pm.

MEETING ENDED AT 8:50PM
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